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CMAFTER t 



JÄXÄS, Hicharäsön, tfue lo li» protnisei 
tontrived to draw so animated a ^icture of 
Mary to Mrs. Chudleigh,that slie gained that 
lady's consent to bring b» with ber the 
next day to dinn^^ — a circum^tance whieh 
gave Mre. Richardson ^ath mit:ete pk»»* 
^ure, tliat she wtote a few lines to Mary 
the same evening, and sent them by Su1> 
ton,ir6ques6ng ber to be ready at the ap* 
pcnhted haur, when she would cdl for her^ 
Mary was eqxially delighted by this in* 
telligence; in a heärt fike hears^ the daft<^ 
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racter of Mrs. Chudleigh awakened all its 
sympathy, and she feit disposed to love 
her, firom the similarity of tlieir misfortunes. 
Both . wöre mounung in secret over the 
loss of an adored ohject ; hut poor Mrs. 
Chudleigh had not the säme Stimulus to 
exertion as Mary ; no pledge of love had 
blessed the mamage of the former, and 
the World had now no one charm for her, 
since the calamities of war had deprived 
her of her husband : her attachment to his 
memory, and to every thing connected 
with it, could not fall of exciting in "the 
bosom of Mary the liveliest interest in the 
^ate of the youthful widow; and she even 
feit a degree of unpatience until the hour 
firrived at which her new friend stppped 
h^ camage, in order to take her up. 
- A few minutes conveyed them to the 
residence of Mrs. Chudleigh, whom they 
found lyijig on a couch in the drawing- 
f oom, with no other companion than a 
Jarge spaniel-dog, which had belonged to 
her husband, and who for that reason was 
become invaluable to liis mistress. She 
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rose on their entrance. The mouming- 
dress of Mary, but above all, the tender 
expression of her intelligent countenanee 
—the heavenly S3niipathy which beamed 
fröm her beautifiil eyes, and cast a lustre 
over eaeh pallid feature, seemed to rivet 
the attention of the melancholy invalid, 
who, stretching forth her hand to Mary, 
invited her to take a seat next ha* cm the 
couch* 

Mary invdluntarily raised to her lips 
the thin feverish hand of Mrs, Chudlei^, 
who, looking at her with surprise and 
satisfaction,' pressed hers in retüm, say* 
ing — " Höw much am I indebted to you, 
^liss Seymour, for this fiiendly visit to ä 
recluse likfe myself ! I see that my dea* 
cousm Richardson has not raised my ex- 
pectation too highly.** Then turning to- 
wards her good-natured relative, she in- 
quired whether she had really resolved ta 
go that day week to Worthing? 

Mfs. Richardson repliqd in the afürmiu» 
-^^ I shall quit Hampstead ivith lesS 

B'2 



4 DONALD MONTEITH. 

rcgret,** said she, " now that I have intro- 
duoed to you my amiable young friend ; 
In har society you will find the hours less 
tedious ; ^and I shall expect, Maria, to hear 
iSoon that you have jbeen prevailed upon 
to leave, for a time, this favourite resi- 
dence, for one naore suited to the delicacy 
of your oonstitulion.*' 

Mis. Chudkigh, forcing a faint smile, 
thanked her cousin for the anxiety she had 
jiHways evinced for her removal ; " but," 
added she, sighing deeply as she spoke, 
^ you know that I have resolved never to 
quit this house for any other ; it was kere 
that my ftnst dawn df rapture began — ^it 
was. here that it endedr-^nd it is here that 
I mean to draw my laist breath.* 

Tearß rushed into the cy es of Mary ; 
lihey were seen and feit by Mrs, Chud- 
l€%h, who was on the point of speaking, 
when the footman announced J:faat dinner 
was on table. 

- During the repast, Mrs. Chudkigh 
{Mk> «CQKe tasted of any of the delicades 
wldck were before her) watched, with 
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«iihute attention, the highly-interestii^ 
guest who sat near her ; every tum of ther 
body , every movement of the fiice, bespoke 
a mind — a soul of the higher order, ** Andf 
have I at last,** thougbt i^e, ** discovered a 
beirig eapable of affi>rding a temporarjir re^ 
lief to my breaking heart ? If I am so fof-^ 
tmiate as tö attach this sweet giil to a 
wretch Hke myself, my bodily paitif will 
be üghtened, and even the ineuraUe ones 
<rf*my nünd wüt be softened by he» tendcr 
fiiendship * 

So thoQgbt Mfs. Chtidleigh: itor was 
th^ insiantaheans prepcBsession she feit fi>F 
Mary at all singalar» since never had niu^ 

ture fonned a creature niore capable of 
inspiring such sentiments of esteem and 
affecücAi than Mary Fitzn^.. Fredisposed 
to love tihe amiable victiin of conjugal tefn- 
demess, Mary no sooner beheld the widow- 
ed mouraer, than her heart sprang towards 
her with all the renovated warmth of her 
romantic disposition ; an indescribable 
feeling seemed to influenae her actions, 
a»d she immediatejy fonned the generöüs 
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resolution of devoting the chief part of her 
time to assuage the mental anguish of 
Mrs. Chudleigh, were such a sacrifice 
wished or requested. 

On their retum to the drawing-room, 
Mrs. Chudleigh, who had accepted rfthe 
offered arm of Mary, led her to the piano, 
saying, that the only thing whieh she. 
found relief firom was musie. ** I sit,*' said 
she, " whöle days together, and play over 
those tunes whieh were most liked by my^ 
dear Emest ; but I lose half my pleasure, 
beeause I am imable to sing those songs 
whieh he used to dwell on with delight r 
perhaps^ Miss Seymour, you will, obüge 
me by aocompanying this with your voiee.'* 

Mary immediately sat down to the in- 
strument; the music^book was open at the; 
beautiful song of Dibdin, whieh begins— • 

*' Adieu, adieu, my only life, 

My honoar calls me from thec ; 
Hemember thouVt a soIdier*s wife ; 

Tboee tears but ill become tbee.'' ' 

•• That, if you please," said Mrs. Chud- 
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leigh, in a faltering tone, and drawing her 
chair close by the side of Mary ; " I eould 
listen to it for ever ; it was the song that • 
Emest sung to me on the evening before 
his departure; while, as he wiped away 
my gushing tears, his own feil on my 
eheek — now, Miss Seymour, if you please.**' 
She then leant back in her chair, covering' 
her face with one band, while with the 
other she grasped that of Mrs. Richard- 
son. 

Mary's voice was never m better order / 
she sang with exquisite taste and feeling^ 
the first verse, and was proceeding to the 
second, when a deep sigh from the afflicted 
widow made her pause. 

Mrs. Chndleigh had faint^ in the srms 
of her Cousin, whose eyes did ample jus- 
tice to the beauty of the Performance; 

The tender exertions of Mary soon re- * 
called the fleeting spirits of Mrs. Chud^^ 
Jeigh, who apologized for the uneasiness * 
which she had given, and which was ., 
plainly visible on the face of her youthfui 
supporter. " Y6t why should I apologize • 
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to you, Miss Seymour," said she, pressing- 
her hand warmly, " for a weakness which 
your heart can well excuse ? Pray go on \ 
I am better now ; I would not lose the re- 
mamder upon any consideration." 

Mary besitated, firom a fear of her being. 
again overcome ; but Mrs. Chudleigh as* 
sured her that she feit able to hear the 
condusion, and that no gratification could 
e.xceed Ihat which she BOf^ felt^ on heaxing 
the favourite song of her beloved husband 
sung with a pathos and sweetness which 
«trongly reminded her of bis own Per- 
formance. 

With tolerable firmness she bore th^^ 
remaining verses, checking^ as much ast 
possible, her rising sobs» "V^hen Mary 
had foiished» she again expressed her 
thanks in so warm a manner» and actually 
appeared to have reeeived so great a plea- 
sure, melancholy as it was, that Mrs. 
Richardson, taking the band of Mary, 
joined it with that of her cousin. " Dear- 
est Maria," said she, " let me have the sa- 
tis&ction of seeing you receive this amiable 
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girl äs your frknd ; during the three 
months that I have had tbe liappiness of 
knowing Miss Seymour, I have discpvered 
nothing which cotdd Jessen the r^ard I at 
first entertaiiied for her : young as she is, 
she has abeady tasted of the cup of afflic- 
tion ; I am not honoured with her confi- 
dence, bat you will find her worthy of 
yours ; let me then, dear Maria, have the 
pleasure of knowmg that I leave you to 
the tender care of my amtable young 
fiiend; if any thing can alleviate your sör- 
rows, it Witt be the society of such a corti- 
panion." 

Mrs.' CHudleigh turned her langiiid 
eyes on the lovely objeet befOTe her 
— " Afes !" Said she, in a tone of generous 
disinterestedness, " how can I ask Miss 
Seymour to become an eüle for m^ ? höw 
can I selfishly require that one like lier, 
gäled hy nature wltli every attractiori to 
exdte admiratiön and faithi^l passion, 
should, for my sake, bury hersdif from all 
the pleasuresof the world^ atid become, 

B 3 
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like me, amelancholy recluse? No, dear Miss 
Sey mour, I will not purchase my comfort ai; 
the expence of y ours ; y et let rae see you 
sometimes, if the dulness which pervades 
my household does not terrify you away ; 
let rae enjoy, occasionally, the pleasure of 
your conversation ; you have once again 
called forth feelings which have long been 
Tniried in the grave of my husband ; I feel 
an interest in yom* welfare, and if, as my 
Cousin say5, you have drank of that eup 
which I have drained even to the dregs, 
<5ome to my bosom, and we will be sisters 
in misfortune." 

Mary's tears sLreamed on the band 
which she repeatedly pressed to her lips* 
At length «he said, as she held one of each 
of the Cousins—" How shall I express my 
thanks— my gratrful thanks for the kind- 
ness I have just received— a kindness so 
uoilooj^ed for, so unmerited ! Believe me, 
that my heart is deeply impressed by my 
present Situation, -and tliat I will endßar- 
vour, as far as my circumstances will per- 
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* • . ■• 

ttiit, to prove myself not whoUy undeser- 
ving such generous friendship." 

" I give ample credit to your assertion, 
my dear Miss Seymour,'* cried Mrs, Ri- 
chardson, " and shall feel satisfied, for the 
present, at your promising to pa«s as much 
of your time as you can spare with my be- 
loved Cousin." 

" And I," Said Mrs. Chudleigh, " must 
think how best I can evince my obligationf 
to Miss Seymour, for her readiness to afford' 
any gratification to a being insulated from 
Society as I am^*" 

MA* Richardson now changed the con- 
versation, yet feit inwardly delighted at 
seeing that the presence of Mary had an 
enlivenmg effect on the fragile form of her 
Cousin, who, as she was insensibly led to 
diisplay her own general knowledge, by 
the desire of discovering the extent of 
MaTy% occasiohally becaihe animated, 
and certainly sl:ß^d a degree of cheerful- 
liess which Mrs. Rkhardsbn had seldom 
se^ since the dfeath of captaln ChudleigK. 
On their rising totake leave, Mrs. Chud- 
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leigh Said — ^' May I venture to ask, Äliss 
Seymour, if you are disengaged any part 
of to-morrow, and if you are, whether you 
will &vour me with a call?" 

Mary, fiattered by this request from a 
Ipeing whose fiiendship she was anxious 
to secure, readily promised to pay her a 
Visit, after she had given her fareweU lesr 
sons tor Mrs.' Richardson's daughters, who 
were going the next moming, with their 
govemess, to town, in order to spend a 
few days with their grandmother, before 
their joumey to Worthing. 

When the earriage of Mrs. Richardson 
stopped at the door of Sutton's eottage, she 
j^roposed, as it was yet eady, to go in, and 
give Mary some account of the anüable 
being they had just quitted. 

M^jry hastened ta the Chamber of her 
sleeping in^t, whence, after bestowing 
on him her niatemal caresses, she retumed 
to the sitting-room» said foun^ Mrs. Ri- 
cjbardson.busy in recounting to Mrs. Byron 
the favoörable Impression which Mary 
hadmade on her cousin. 
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** 1 have seldom met with any thing 
whicii has given me more real pleasure," 
Said she, " than that which I now expe- 
rience, in the prospect of Miss Seymour's 
becoming the friend and companion of my 
dear Maria ; that her disorder is consump 
tive, I am well assured ; but still, were it 
possible to divert her mind from its eon- 
stant meditation^ I have some hopes that 
she is not incurable." 

" God grant it !" replied Mary fer- 
vently; " were'my dear Mrs. Byron but 
to see her once, she would not hesitate to 
pronounee her one of the best of human 
beings." 

Mrs. Byron smiled at thß warmth dis- 
played by her favourite, yet feit inwardly 
eonvinced that the object of it must, at 
least to all appearanees, deserve it ; while 
Mrs. Richardson assured them both that 
her cousin's merits really entitled her to 
be classed among the best oi human 
l)eings. 

/* About five years ago," said she, "•! 
aceompaoied JVIr. Kichardson on a visit to 
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the earl of Beaufort, a nobleman as fa^ 
mous for bis gallantries as for bis per- 
sonal and mental accomplisbments. Tbe 
bouse was fiill of Company, wbo were 
assembled in order to be present at 
tbe celebration of tbe nuptials of bis 
eldest son. Among tbem was my eousin, 
Emest Cbudleigb, wbo bad been tbe 
scboolfellow, and was now tbe bosom- 
friend of William Beaufort, tbe earl's se- 
cond son, tben a lieutenant in tbe navy, 
but recently promoted to a frigate, and 
made a baronet for bis gallant conduct in 
taking a Frencb sbip of superior force. I 
was now introduced, for tbe first time, to 
tbe female part of lord' Beaufort's family, 
wbicb consisted of bis daughter, lady Vic- 
toria, and bis two wards, tbe orpban daugb- 
ters of govemor De Wilton, witb tbeir 
govemess, a lady of great accomplisb- 
ments, wbo always presided at tbe table of 
tbe earl wben ber pupils were present, arid 
to wbose example and precepts tbey were 
indebted for all tbe estimable qualities 
tbiey possessed. The eldest Miss De Wil- ' 
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ton, I soon discovered, was destined to bd 
the wife of William; her fortune was 
large, and her person, like that of her sis- 
ter, extremely pleasing ; but her Constitu- 
tion, even more delicate than Maria's, 
jeemed unable to bear with the fatigues of 
fashionable life. It was impossible to 
know the amiable wards of the earl with- 
outloving them ; and I feit pleased to dis- 
cover that both of them regarded me with 
reciprocal affection — Maria, perhaps, more 
than Miss De Wilton, since I had an ad- 
ditional claim on her heart, as being the 
Cousin of Emest Chudleigh ; while the 
ever-laughing, httle romping daughter of 
the earl, then only fourteen, came in for 
her share of my regard." 

" Pardon my Interruption," said Mrs. 
Byron, ^* but is not this young lady now 
become the wife of general Volatile ?" 

" She is," replied Mrs. Richardson, " and 
is still the same good-natured, Uyely crea- 
ture as ever, though, from circumstances 
which have lately come to my knowledge, 
I should have thought that her spirits 
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would liave received a dieck; nothing,, 
however, appears 'to damp the natural 
gaiety of her disposition, unless, indeed, a 
part of it h assumed, which I have oEteu- 
suspected to be the case." 

" The general \s so much older than her 
lady ship," said Mrs* Byiron^ " that I wonder- 
what could induce her to marry him." 

** It was an odd affair altogether," re- 
plied Mf s. Richardson ; " but the match 
was made up by her father, and the mar-- 
riage celebrated in a great hurry. If wealth 
can pnrehase happiness, that at least Vic- 
toria has gained by her union with general 
Volatile ; yet I fear that her consent arose 
more from pique than from afFection ; for 
when my intimacy increased with her 
family, and my visits became more fre- 
quent, I always considered her heart to be 
engaged to an amiable youth, a proteg^ 
of her father, with whom she had passed 
the principal years of her childhoöd, and 
to whom her brothers were much attached. 
The news of her intended union greatly 
surprised both myself and Mr. Richard- 
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«oiv; but we forbore to question her on the 
subject, as it was highly gratdfying to her 
father and her eldest brother.. 

" But to retum to my dcar Maria. The 
attadiment which subsisted between her 
and Emest soon became visible to her 
guardian and fneuds» and lord Eeaufort 
consentedthat he shovild receive her band 
on the sspne day that was destined to unite 
her sister with William. The latter was, 
however, ordered cm a cruise, which de- 
taijned him several months. On bis re- 
tum,'jpreparations were immediately made 
for the 'double wedding; but whether 
William had a presentiment of the cala- 
mity which was to blight bis happiness, or 
from some other unknown cause, it is ca:- 
tain that he betrayed none of that ardour 
to hasten bis bliss, which was observable in 
Emest, but, on the contrary, shewed a 
dejeetion <£ spirits, which, to us, who were 
ignorant of the reason, seemed perfectly 
unaccountable. The evening before the 
day fixed on for the wedding, we were in-s, 
vited taa dance given by lord Beaufort, to 
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a select party of friends and relation^/ 
Miss De Wilton had been indisposed for 
some days ; but she now appeared quite 
recovered, and danced with more anima- 
tion than usual ; her spirits were exhila- 
räted by the happiness which beamed on 
every countenance arourid her. Warm with 
dancing, she impnidently drank a glass of 
cold lemonade, and was immediately seized 
with shivering-fits, which continued with 
5uch violence, that all were alarmed for 
her life. Advice was speedily obtained ; 
but nd skill could save her; before the 
moming, which was to have seen her nup- 
tials, my friend had breathed her last" 

Mrs. Ilichardson paused, deeply affected 
by the remembrance of departed excel- 
lence ; while Mary, in whom the name of 
lady Victoria Volatile had given rise to a 
variety of painful reflections, connected 
with her first introduction to Monteith, 
sat a silent and dejected listener ; her tears 
and sobs, however^ informed her venerable 
friend of what was passing in her mind, 
andrecalled the wandering ideas ofMrs. 
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Riehardson, who now resumed her nar- 
ration. 

" The death of Miss De Wilton cast 
a gloom over the whole family, which 
tinje alpne could remove ; the nuptials of 
Maria were of course postponed; and 
Willijam, who now appeared deeply sensi- 
ble of her loss, soon quitted us to take the 
command of his new ship. Maria, out of 
respect to the memory of a sister tenderly 
bdoved, refused to become the wife of 
Emest until the expiration of a twelve- 
month. Her nuptials were shortly fol- 
lowed by those of kdy Victoria ; but her 
happiness was not^of long duration : Er- 
nest was obliged to join his regiment, then 
under Orders for Spain; and the tears crf 
Maria, which had hardly ceased to flow 
for her sister, now streamed afresh at this 
still heavier Separation. Three weeks af- 
ter his marriage, my poor cousin quitted 
England ; and, among many others, equal- 
ly l)rave and equally beloved, was fated to' 
bid adieu to it-for ever. At the battle of 

Talavera he feil, at the Uead of his men. 
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in themoment of victory ; his dying requesü 
was, that his body might, if possible, be 
conveyed by his faithfiil servant to Cadiz, 
there to be buried by the side of his father 
and brother, who had fallen victims tö ä 
oontagious fever, which had broken out 
during their stay in that eity some yearsr 
before. Ever since the fatal inteüigence of 
her husband's death, Maria has cöntinued 
inconsolable ; and though two years have«. 
elapsed since it happened, her grief is as' 
lively as ever ; her önly hope is, that shi? 
may not reinain long behind him." 

" Such examples of conjugal fidelity are- 
rarely to be met with,^" exclaimed Mrs. 
Byron ; " yet when they do occjor, they 
never fall of exciting our admiration : it is 
to be hoped that Mrs. Chudleigh nmy 
still be spared to enjoy the blessings which 
her large fortune will enable her to dis* 
pense to others." 

" Alas !" siglied her cousin, " every feel- 
ing is absorbed in one; although barely 
two-and-twenty, she refuses to see any 
person but the Beaufort famUy, and the 
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relatjons of her husband ; she seldom has 
«pirits to go out even for the air ; and, con- 
traiy to the advice of her physicians, ob* 
stinately persists in remaining at Hamp« 
stead, because it was the favourite place of 
Emest, and the house to which he carried 
her on the lirst day of their union. Not* 
withstanding her dislike to sodety, and 
hCT repugnance to admit a stranger within 
ber melancholy abode, I have now every 
i^eason to hope that tlie tender sympathy 
of Miss SeymourwiÜ sooth thepoignancy 
of her wounded feelings, and, by degrees, 
reanimate her torpid spirits, by greatly re- 
calling than into actioru" 

** Dear madam," said Mary, gratefully, 
** you surdy tlünk me possessed of magi- 
cal powers, for such indeed they must be, 
that can assuage the anguish of a broken 
heart; yet^ trust me^ I will not fail to do 
all that my hümble abilities will allow, to 
amuse and tranqüillize Mrs. Chudleigl^ 
fihouid she wish for iny sodety." 

^ I hope that it will be benefidal to you 
botb/' i^lied Mra. Bichardson, " and that 
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:I shall hear from Maria a good account of 
her healtli, and of her new firiend. She is 
already informed of the disappointment I 
have received, iii being obliged to give up 
the pleasuig idea t)f having you become one 
of my family ; but I shall no longer regret 
it, when I leam that youi have gained a 
more advantageous assylum by my loss." 

Mary pressed her band afFectionately; 
and Mrs. Richafdson now rose to depart, 
after desiring her tobe with her as early as 
possible the next moming. 

When left alone with Mrs. Byron, 
Mary could not disguise her feelings, 
which had been cönsiderably agitated by 
the recoUection of the day on which she 
had first seen lady Victoria Volatile pass 
down. St James's-street, to be presented at 
coiirt on lier marriage. A few hours after, 
and she beheld Monteith; never, never 
would the jemembrance of that day on 
which she first saw " the handsomest 
man of the age" — ofthat day on which she 
became äcquainted with those emotiöns 
wliich she had first witnessed in her ^arly 



DONALD MONTEITH. 23 

fiiend, and which now distiirbed her own ' 
simple bosom ; she flung herseif mto the 
arms of Mrs. Byron, and wept m all the 
bittemess of unsubdued afFeetion; while 
^er faithful friend embraced her tenderly, 
jind mingled her tears with those öf her 
distressed^favourite. 

" My cliild ! my beloved, my adopted 
daughter !" said she, in aecents of soothing 
aSeetion, " well do I know what is now 
passing within your mind, and what ideas 
the name of lady Victoria has given rise 
to ; banish them from your breast, my dear 
Rlary, as inimical to your peace, and let 
US read the contents of this letter from 
your brother, which I would not give you 
in the morning, lest it shoidd cast a damp 
on the plßasure of the day." 

Mary eagerly took the letter, and kissing 
it fervently, thanked the Almighty, who 
had hitherto preserved him to her prayers. 

It was the first that she had received 
firom young Fitzroy since her Separation 
from Monteith ; and she ahnost dreaded to 
open it^ lest it should add to her aiüictions. 



^i DONALD MONTEITH. 

TJnable to write to him herseif, Mrs. Byrofi 
iindertook to disclose to him thö heavjT 
calamity whidi had befallen his sister, and 
lat her desffe, gave Hm a oandid acQtmnt of 
all that häd passed, and of the generoüs 
and patemal conduct of Mr» Graham ; con* 
cluding with assuring him that she would 
never leave her favourite while i^e was 
permitted to remain in this wwld. 

CJeorge replied to Mrs. Byron's letter^, 
his feelings at that moment were too se- 
verely mortified to address even a Hhe to 
his sister ; it was füll of the tritterest in- 
vectives against the author of her misery, 
and breathed a spirit of vengeatice, which 
might be well excused in a soul füll of 
honour and proper pride, which "started at 
the remotest shadow of disgrace, and which 
now feit all its ifondest hopes destrojred 
by the humiliating lätuation in which a 
beloved sister was placed, 

With trembling hands Mary atlength 
gained courage to break the seal. Pas- 
sion had subsided in the breast of George, 
yet his Intention of calling Monteith to ait 



acooimt, as the betrag of Im sirter» stuf 
lemmned unchanged; lue attempted tkot 
to conceaL iMs^ fixed determmation fma% 
Maxyr whotift he noir adduestsed in Üie 
lendereat mxtmei:, art the some time giving 
h^ to imderstandl, tfaat he expectied ta 
hear firdm her, itot in the hngtt^e öt 
a»qJiai»t or vromeailj regrets, but in ar 
style wMdi, läce hi9 own, breathed ovif 
1^ cpirit of just in^imtion dgstinst Ute 
corwwdfy and de^h deströyer of her re« 
BMe* 

•^ Aft^ what has happened,* ssid he, •* T 
oan oiily adme jovt to remain conceaied^ 
imtS my retnmto England, wMeh, how<- 
iver^ i^ at present uncertain. Shonld 
God spare my üife onee more to embrace 
you, and the noble friends who have &^ 
generoii£iIy befiiended you, I wüJ take 
(äß^ to place ^^ou beyond the readi of 
cahiskmy: it is tiot improbaUe but that on 
my retum I may, for your sake, inany 
ewr^er than I intended, since 1 am tur^ 
cDüfflttced that the woman of my dioio^ 
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• • • 

will, like me, devote herseif to heal the 
wounds of one so dear to my heart as 
yo^rself. Rest tranquil, then, my dear 
Mary, in the fuH assurance of my affeetion» 
an4 of my resolution to avenge thy dis- 
honpur ; if I fall, I shall not leave you unr- 
proyided for; if I rid the world of.a vil- 
lain, I shall go to my grave satisfied that 
my , cause is just. ' To Mrs. Byron and 
the noble-minded Graham I cpmmend 
thee; my etemal gratitude is theirs — ^my 
deep and deadly hatred is Monteith's. Do 
not refuse the friendly assistanee of Mr. 
Graham; when I return, I will refund 
whatever «um he may advance you ; büt as 
you value my love, accept not of the gold 
of j^jpur betrayer : never shaU my sister be 
sjipjported by the bounty of a scoundrel — 
no, Mary ; once again you are become a 
Fitzroy ; l^t your future acvions, my sister, 
wash away the first disgrace that. ha« ever 
been attached to our family ; andlet the 
worW. be eonvinced that you are the inho- 
Cjent victim of the cruel deception whieh 
has caused me to betray a weakness my 
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öwn ßoÄows nevßr did— yes, Mary, I hav« 
actually shed tears of agony over Mrs. 
Byron's letter ; but the blood o£ Monteitb 
shall efface our disgrace.** 

^ Alas !" exckimed Mary, as: she wiped 
away the tears which dimmed heir eye^ 
" alas ! and is this the means by ..whieh my 
dear George proposes to heal his wounded 
honourv^ is it by shedding the sacred blood 
of him I still idolize, that he intei^ 
to pour the bahn of comfort into my soul? 
oh,, merdfiil God!" she contbxued, Müng 
on one knee, and räising. her supplicatin^ 
hands to heaven, ^ grant that these two 
beloved objects may nevCT meet, and that 

■ 

the. <arm of my brother may never be 
raised against the ^adored father of my 
düldr 

" Graiit this, oh Power Supreme !" said 
Mrs. Byron, fervently ; . " and may the? 
prayejs ^of this innobent ydung . creature 
find favour in thy sighti^ contiuue to<süp/*^ 
port her against the weaknesses of human 
nature ! endue her with strength of body^ 

C 3 
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wkh fortitiids o£ mmd^ io paas nokif 
iSaaML^ tbe thorny path of adrarsity, 
WüA crowti kelr efferts ta be Tirtuou» with 
sucöess and peace öf wind T 

IteoFiraig her mat^ 
gxaorftd form of tlie weepmg Mary, sfae 
pvCBMi her to her bosom ; then leadiiig ber 
fo l&Mf GOi of ber skanbermg boy, she 
tndNM-^ BehdU tiie eonsolation / whidi 
HcttpgfM kts kft thef^ my Mary ; aotept 
11l0 «mn m^ gzatitode ; Ibe biessmg oS 
C|od^t&e fiö^ <^ fbtare bapipiness i» 
4IUI tiiiiiB : he Atttt pfead m fccäeas^ yefe 
mspretme kngiioge^totfayaasty brother; 
Amiify had be sa^<r6d tbebfe of faisitiodwr; 
ü is to i»tti Üiflt hb £ltiier'fl^wi]] be spresL'* 

Müy bettl over Ü»e b^ixttfid knaige olf 
Monteith ; her heart swelled with gfüli- 
ifttfk tür Qdd ätid Käieisial fslyinesi» for 
iM^ ciM', «few fblt tike \<alde ctf tviut stil 
ini» hen, «od borwed «dbnmävdy icr &e 



DONALD MOMTEITH. t9 



CHAPTER n. 



#«r^««i«^#^<^« 



AiuTHOVGH Maiy« tiie tloud^ the dot»^ 
the adoiii^ Maiy, fead, ^ an efic^t of hu« 
maa GDwag^e bcFPderkig oa supematurd, 
Deaig^oed all daim to the heart <rf'Mon« 
teitii, yet her owii still beat witkt^mziilg 
fimdness ^ Ijie iscmetd c^ bis naxne, or 3t 
"tbe Teo^äbetionof fais imdjring tend^aieas; 
it was int^jsitSe tp ,gaze on ihe lov^j 
üaatures of faerlittle böy,<»rto ccsntempfate 
'Infi &ultlea5 moutfa, his Imght and farii«» 
Haut Mob eyce, withaut their reoaUing to 
bar viTid im^iuitk)n tfae matchless perso^ 
üf iu8 fttäer—^of liiat fiitjaer who, in spite 
of iKmour^ jc^tiee, &nd faumanity, was stiE 
leaAy to devote his Hfe to her «erviee, 
. jluch^inreaiky^wastheisase; Montseidi» 
notwiäu^tandmg that he feit his piide and 
adSSsefJon moitally wounded hy the heroic 
ecM^duet o£Hs Mary, yet nevertiieless cosh* 
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tinued in secret to worship her senseless 
Image, and to nourish, with religious fer- 
vour, the remembrance of all her past en- 
dearments. .Tlie void which her loss 
oecasioned was but feebly supplied by 
the gentle Agnes; as a sister, Monteith 
regardedher; as an affeetionate brother, 
he received the lüiwearied demonstrations 
of her löve ; but Mary still reigned with* 
despötfc sway — stiU possessed every feeling' 
of his soul : gratitude fbr the mild for-" 
bearance of Agnes, and the fath^ly kind-" 
ness of Mr. Graham, joined to the appa- 
rently irrevocabie determiriation of Mary 
never to retum to his arms, conquered his' 
once-fixed resolveof denying the legaUty 
^that claim ^iviiich Agnes now cnjoyed; 
separated for ever from the only woman he 
coüld Idve, and by her own free-will, Mon- 
teith feit that happiness was for ever beyond 
his reach; but that to deny it to Agnes 
woüld be ungrateful and unmanly : if the 
empty title of wife, unaceompanied by the 
heart of a husband, could seciu-e her repose, 
to withliold it from Äer, who had so gen©- 
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itovtsty contributed to .restore him to life, 
wid who had become the acknowledgled 
friend of bis Mary — of that Mary who had 
xesigned him to Agnes, was a cnielty of 
ivhich Monteith was incapable ; he there- 
fore consented to the wishes of Mr. Gra- 
ham, and yielded to the tears of bis 
daugbter, still eontinuing to call her by the 
Dame of his friendly nurse. 

Monteith bore, with tojerable compo- 
;sure, his journey to Clifton, yet every mile 
that lengthened his distance from London, 
geemed to add a pang to his over-bmthen- 
ed mind, for London contained all that 
eould make life desirable. The heavy de^ 
presiäon of his spirits was but too visible to 
'his watchfiil companions, who strpve, by 
the tenderest attentions, to withdraw hiä 
thoughts from those objects which nö^ 
occiipied theln. 

Slowly did the health of Monteith i^ 
Cover from the severe shock it had sus-^ 
tained; even when retuming strength 
once more invigorated bis limbs, and h0 
became from necessityan occasional spec- 
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isfbor <^\Sa^jSüSiefeat amufiements the ploM 
t^rdeä^even tlien äie languqr of hiß fine 
€ijes, £»9d the palenießs <^ his ciieek, oq 
-which the vjvi4 carstüne used to gk>w, 
stUl bespoke the reiDdios of ^^üs^efts^ mi 
tli^ ^f&cjts of 3X1 vmeOied mind. 

Fvoxn CUftoB th^y remov^ed to Balbi 
and hare MoutmÜi met with BOiBe of hiisi 
brother^fficers, who.hy di^p^ee^coatav^ 
tp djcaw him mto their society« laidcazise- 

quoatiy intö th w dis^patioBu 

The family of Monteith were jio fMmm 
liutde acquaai^d with Ms recdying Agne». 
Hß his wi&, thaai they each seot off con- 
ffC^t\]iaboty Jetters to the brother they had 
betnyed; «aid hk faäiar immedi^^teiy 
jpntnted him hi^ permi^ssion to draw on his 
Iwfiker fi>r a»y i^um he might thmk pro- 
iper^ at fbe aaine time mvitäng htm to pay a 
visit to th^home of his chüdhiöod, wbere 
he wcMld he recelwd with eirery niark of 

^afi^tk^ 

SJioateith mdignantly e^st ^vie the let* 
ii^, while the blush of anger tinged his 
chßßk-^" Neveai" he ^exekÖÄied, " will I 
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set my foot again witibin the walis ctxny 
äthoc^s liouse ! tiie day on whidi he ex- 
^:ted the authority of a tyiant lost him 
äie heart cf his son T 

" Dearest Donald," said Agnes, pressing 
his hand to her Ups, '^ 1 had hoped that 
my father and i^sters would have been 
induded in the genaxjus pardon whidi 
you extended towards myself ; alas ! you 
know not how deeply I shall suffer, i^ 
through me, they are denied the bliss ü£ 
once mtH« embracing you.** 

** Crrieve not, my gcaotle Aimie,** cried 
Monteith, ** at my voluntary banishment 
from my femily, nor suppose, for a mo* 
ment, that I includeyou in my just re- 
sentment : you are my wife, Annie," said 
lie, in fthiUTied voiee; **but you owe it to 
your own maits, not to their remon- 
irtrances^ pr even Ihe threatened disinlite« 
ritance of my fether: write to my sisters; 
teil them that my heaJth is not yet re-es- 
taUished — that perhaps it never may — and 
tl»t a joumey to Scotkud would be the 

c S 



$4i BOl^ALD MaXTEITK. 

iast thing in the world to restore it : ; wbeK 
-I am rhore composed, I will answermy fi^- 
Iher's letter ; I shall not refuse his pecu- 
niary assistance, because I ijonsider it as 
»my birtBright." 

-Agnes did not venture to remönstrate'; 
•she longed to throw her arms ~ round the 
neck of her husband, but was withheld 
<by a fear of offending. Monteith read 
iier wishes in her speaking eyes; castmg 
his own on the ground, he pressed his lips 
to hers ; it was the kiss of friendship, nqt 
of love,; but -Agnes was satisfied; and sat 
down to jexecute his wishes; while Moh- 
teith hastened to join some friends, wiüi 
whom he had made an appointment. 
• The Society in which he now passed 
.jnostofhis time was not such as would 
,once ha^e pleased the refined and elegant 
mind of Monteith ; it consisted of a party • 
of young dasliingmen of fashion, who had 
jnore money than wit, and more levity 
' than ,honour; they gamed high — drank 
. j6:eely--naQd, in short, committed a varie|:y 
;of ^xcesses, that formerly would have dis- 
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' • '♦ ■ 

gusted Monteitli ; but now they seemed 
to have just the contrary effect, since thejse 
was seldom a night whicli he did not de- 
vote to their revels. Such a life naturally 
alarmed the prudent Mr. Graham, who 
remoastrated, in the gentlest manner, upon 
the folly of his son, in wasting his fortune 
among stich a worthless set, and entreated 
him to consider that his health was not 
yet sufficiently recov6red to aUow of his 
keeping such late hours; above all, he 
€onjured him to remember that the money 
thus wasted might be better employed in 
securing to his infant son what he had 
rß rightto demand from the hands öf his 
father — some indemnification for the jui- 
jury he had done him* 

Monteith abstained for a week from hjs 
«lidnight p^rties, during which time, ^s 
iüie seasön was far ^dvanced, he cons^nt§|d 
to leave Bath, and make a summet tojjr 
•through the most pictua«esque counties of 
England, vainly hoping that change >ef 
\place would bring a respite from paip. 
^e could not refuse to make;;0i»%.(a|;4a 



ftiewell dinner, to which he was invlted, 
ttid wbidi was partly given oii his acoount 
The usüal excesses ptevailed ; and Mon«- 
4)eidi, acoompsoued by kis compamons, 
staggered to the gaming-tabla He faad 
lüready lost a considerable sum, and was 
prooeeding to douUe the stake, when his 
arm was arrested foy a gendeman who 
.alood behond him, and vrbo had been an 
iKttentive obsarver of all Üiat had passed» 

Montehh tumed rnignly round, to in^ 
'^piire the eaose of tsnidx a liberty^ and b&- 
iield, in his fiiendly monitor, the good-na^ 
tured Cäinton, -^ose astonishment at wit- . 
Iiessing the cätuation of Monteith ibr a 
^noie had kept him silent ; the largeness of 
the stake, and the evident mtoxication of 
ihe player, at length roiised him from his 
^tUjTpiyfie, which could oidy be equalled by 
liAtA ^ Ifontdth, aa se^g Clinton so 
Aear him. 

ÜnaMe to rejfiise the profiered band of a 
«lan w^ had alwayt oonducted himself 
in ^e mest «twere and friendly manher, 
Mdutoilh, «upported hy Clxaton, accom- 
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"pamed hbn intoa prirate xipartment ; and 
caHing ßosc a botüe of wine, proceeded tp 
inqinre after the hßalth of Mrs. Clinton 
-and her fiimily. The yoioe, the iook, the 
maimer, bat above all, die coinpMiy he had 
just quitted, alanned the fiiefidly Clinton, 
who, taking the glase from his hand,;j5aid — 
^ Do not drink any; jugk^ Mcmteith; you 
^are already too much elevated ; be advised, 
my friead, and Mrs. Monteith ^1 thank 
me ; come, shall I conduct you home ?^ 

*^ Not for the world !" cried Monteith, 
wad!y grai^ing his band ; " let us stay 
here — Clinton, yoti have not seen Mrs. 
Monteith ; I caimot introduce you to her 
to-night.** 

" Not seen the lovely Mrs. MontdJ;hr 
exclaimed Cfinton, with surprise ; *' why, 
my dear friend, you surely borget that I 
•was formerly among the list of her hum- 
ble admirers, until your superior attrac- 
üons, after gaining you the title of * the 
lieadsomest man o( the age,^ made you 
master of a treasure wfaidi I hope still oon* 
tinues to you mestiiiiable : why, Mon- 
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teitli, your inind is sadly wandefirig, if 
you have ceased to remember that I was 
once honoured by the friendship öf the 
ibeautiftil Mary Fitaroy." 

At the sound of that name Monteith 
^tarted from his chair, änd, staggeringa^ 
few paces, sunk into another. Placing his 
Jiand over his face, he said, in a falt^ring 
Toice — " Leave me, Clinton, leave me! I 
»^m miserable^^I am broken-hearted-r-I 
am a wretch for life !" 

. " God forbid !** oried Clinton, fervently, 

-at the same time advancing towards YmB^ 

and grasping his hand. " Monteith, I am 

your friend — ^have ever been your sincere ' 

fiiend; to rneet you thus unexpectedlj, 

and in such Company r—to see you so un- 

like yourself — ^but above all, to hear that 

the husband of Miss Fitzroy could ever 

. Jbe miserable, has .^hocked and alarmed me 

beyond description; for Heavetfs sake, 

^xplain your nieaning,; upon my soul, 

you may rely on my honour — on my se- 

jcrecy , if it be required." 

: JMonteith jpressed iüs Jiand^ an a$by 



/ 



^atejics» overspread Ins features, and Clii>- 
Jx>n flew to obtoin a glass of cold watet, 
which seemed *to revive his uiifortunate 

s 

<^ompanion. Excess of .grief had now so- 

bered Monteith; he leaned his burnmg 

forehead xm the Shoulder of CUnton, who 

^äin entreäted him to confide to bim the 

cause of bis distress. 

Monteith esteemed and respected Clin- 

^ftön»; he knew him to be a young inan 
whose Word was sacred* and whose frierid- 

jiship, in the pres^it State of bis affairs, wouM. 

«afford him real consolation; he therefore 
determkied to disclöse to him what had 

.^ha|>pened» and r*in the risk of fiorfeiting 
his regard," or eise secure to himself ;a 
fiierid whdse «oeiety. was . now belcöme 

' more valüable than evec. 

It was, however, with extreme difBculty 
that Monteith, after ^pausing ^several .times 
4ö gainbreath and to deai: bis voice, which 
was. choked by the agony of his feeÜngs, 
made Clinton äcquainted with what he 
ustiUtcalled the streachecous condüct^ofiiis 
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father,aiidhi6<niii(xmseqii€ntruin. Wlien 
he came to that part whiich disciosed Ms 
separatkm firom Mary and his <dii}d, Clin- 
ton could no longier restrsdn Ins ^notions*; 
he burst into a flood of tears, and throwing 
hiis arm. round the nedk of Mcmteidi, äi^ 
wept bitteiiy orer tihe fate ^her wiio w9B 
thus become the victkn <rf love. 

" By Heavaas f cried Clinton, as he 
dadied away tiie tears that rested on his 
dieeks, " your case, Monteilh, is indeed 4a 
hard one; yet had I been yauy I would never 
have resigned such a woman ss Maiy 
Fitzroy — ^no, nev^l Sooner ^K)dbl they 
have tom the soul from my body, <J;^uq 
her from my armsT 

^* Alasf" rqplied Donald, ** it was not 
I that gaye up my daim to the heart of 
my adcH^d Mary; it was herseif who, 
from Mse notions of honour and gene- 
rasity, abanddied me to despair-p-todeath; 
had sfae but remained laue to her vow io£ 
etemal fidelity, the worid cx)uld not haye 
ten^ted me frora the heaven of her so- 
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€iety % but she has cooüy oonsigned me to a 
üfecf laisery, which, however, wiii not be 

. " !Nay, tay not so,^' replied the friendly 
Cimton^ ^' üme inay reiinite you ßtill; 
Imt wlmt, ray dear Donald, prevented 
ybiir seeking Mary? Had you thiown 
yourself at her ieel>-^had you implored 
hfor not tö desert you, evai though yoti 
vrae no longer abie to faeetow .on her the 
name of wife, the tendemess of her heart 
couid not fi^ffre withstood Üie ^oguence of 
iftie man Ae loved; you have been tjo 
tune, Mimteith, and have «uffered your« 
sdf to he a seeond thne betrayed."* 

** No,* *aid Monteith, blusbin^ at the 
juppoisitii»!, *' in this instance I have not 
Ibeen betrayed ; Mary has acted from her 
-enni fisee will; tfee letter which she M^ote, 
and wMdi nearly deprived me «of Ufe> 
pixwed ämt her rasdiution was Immo^* 
^s3de; I had a wife, and Mary eould not 
'Sboop to become my mi«tress, to infringe 
im Öie iaw^l rights of anoth»: exiled 
Stom her presence, tiie world becasne a 
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blank ; happiness was for ever extinct In 
fiay bosom ; yet I possessed the pow» to 
bestow it on another. To gladden the beart 
oß a man who had been the fiiend, I may 
say the father to my Mary, a word of 
mme would suffice — ^would restore his 
amiable daughter to her fnends,^to her- 
family, in her proper characster : Mary was 
lost to me for ever; what matter, then, 
who possessed the barren title of Mon», 
teith'swife?" 

" I confess," replied Clinton, " that you 
have acted with more generosity than I 
could have done ; for if I know any thing 
of my own heart, it teils me that it would. 
rather have eeased to beat, than have ac- 
knowledged the legality of a marriage like 
yours/' 

** Snch . were my feelings once," ex-, 
dauned Monteith; " but Mary*s deser-. 
tion, and the mild forbearance, the tender. 
and delieate attentions of Agnes, induced . 
me to alter what I had deemed my unaU 
ierable resolution— to resist the legality of 
Ihemarriage. In bestpwing on h?r the. 
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name so long desired, so improperly ob- 
tained, she was aware that I had nothing 
^Ise to give — that my bleeding heart, tom 
and lacerated as it was, must still belong to 
Mary — ^that my afifections were hers alone 
— and that I had yielded from gratitude 
and fiiends^ip, not from any sentiment of 
fear or love. I will not ask you at pre- 
sent, Clinton, to vidt me a* home; it 
would be painfnl to us both. During my 

stay at Bath, which will be short, let me, 

• *■ 

however, see you as often as yon ean.** 

•** We will meet daily, my friend," re- 
plied Cfint(Hi, pressing bis band affection- 
ately , ; ^ aire you engaged to-mcarow ? If 
not, will you dine with me at the York 
hotd?'' 

Monteitb repKed that be was not ; and 
Clinton, kx>king at his watoh, remembered 
that Arabella would be uneasy at his stay, 
land now pro^ed to oonduct Monteith 
to his lodgings. 

. When they met next day, Clinton 
observed, with generous concem, that 
;Mx»iteith!liad lost the bright colouTAi^hich 
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used to add beauty to his featares and 
lustre to his cyes ; lie was pale and thin^, 
hisjBmSe, which foraierly was magic^y 
fescmaiting, was now langoid and f<»-C6d, 
and his wTide &ame betrayed tbe ktr]dng 
renuons of }üs reoetit ifiness; wblle ^ 
fiequent apf)Heation8 which he made to 
the botde <»dy ^aved Ms eagemess te 
)aanidbL j&om his miiKi, if possitde» ifl reodU 
loction -of her Jbe adored. 

In the c^ennesG of mutual etmMenoe, 
Montdtth adcBowledged tfaat fae was foe^ 
cmne so totally indifferent to file, that he 
had allowed himself to be drawn into the 
sockty of those by whom he ^yras plun** 
dered of a oonsiderable sum of money, md 
that he had -plunged into «very disdpa« 
tion, in hopes of banishing from his mind 
tiie beioved iorm of Mary. All had la- 
tberto been fruitless; aldiough deeply 
woisnded ^r her refusing still to share his 
fortunes, the excess of his iove overoam« 
his fNMe, a»d be still c^itinued to dote on 
iierto madness. 
> *t One hope of relirf yet remains," said 
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he ; ** it is that my regiment may be or- 
äeted abroad ; our brave Commander has^ 
with the consent of all his officet^, applied 
U> the War CHfice to that efFect : I barn? 
\niik iiüpatienee untU the aaüswer amyes, 
whicb wiU give me an oppcntunity of a£ 
iHfice bring seryiceable to my eomitry^ancl 
ef ending my own existence glonously in 
ifeefieldofbattle." 

The kiad-hearted Clinton could not 
bear theine mekincholy wishes, or befaold 
a mail.4)nce so cdLebrated for .the beauty of 
kisperson ^md die aecomplishmafit» of hi» 
izond, 1K)W reduced to despair and wret^<» 
edness, withoüt contributing all in hia 
peywer towards alleviating bis sortows^ 
hf eyery fnendly artifice ; he longed, yet 
dafed not» to introduce bim to Arabella^ 
at she waa aeeomipamed by her motha"» 
now becöme the wife of sir /Wahev Bleiv» 
hetto^ and whose inveterate hatied towavdi^ 
Mwy remuned in aß its fwce; he h<yw^ 
eyer oontriy ed to devote apart of eaeh da^ 
to" Mdntritb wlule he rewained at Bftth» 
and laed tW ^atk&etian ^iüsidkag tkat^hgi 
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this meanS) he had preserved him fixHa 
again falling into the hands öf his unprin* 
cipled associates. -Nor was it without ö 
sigh of regret that he saw him depart, 
since Monteitb had confessed with gpati* 
tude his obligations to Clinton^ and his 
wish that he could longer have ehjoyed' 
the pleasure of his friendly society. This' 
however was impossible, as Mr. Graham, 
ignorant of the change in Monteith's'coixi- 
panions, became urgent for their depar-- 
ture ; and it wa»^'not until the moming of 
his leaving Bäth that Monteitb gained 
eourage to introduee his friend Clinton to 
Mr. Graham and bis daughter. 

Clinton, thougb considerably agitated, 
as well as prejudiced against Mrs. Monteitb, 
no sopner beheld her mild aÄdängenuoiis 
Göuntenance, than he feit that the opinion 
he had formed of her art and dissimula- 
tion was erroneous ; and thoügh he never 
cbuld look oA her with composure, as the 
riyal of Mary and the cause of her dis* 
gleee^ he was neVerthdess compelled to 
ö^i that slie seemed'tD be-the^charäxiter 

2 
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whidi Monteith, fiom justice and grati- 
lüde; had described her. Aftersettüng the 
mode by which they should correspond 
with each oth», Clinton took an affec- 
tionate leave of Monteidi, and letnmed to 
bis faome, fiill of pity for the blighted 
prpspects of a man he had always esteem- 
ed, and fnendly anxiety respecting the 
fate of Mary, Jfor whom he feit the ten- 
derest scdidtude. 

Arabella was gone out ; he had ther^ore 
taore leisure than he wished to muse on 
tiie imtimely loves of his unhappy friends. 
He rang for lüs little daugKter, thinkiiig' 
to divert his thoughts from the pamful 
subjeet whkh occupied them ; but her 
engaging playfulness only reminded him 
of the dishonoiured child of Monteith, who, 
robbed of his 'bhi;hright, possessed no 
other mheritan<^ than the tears and blushes 
of his beautiful mother. Clinton feit his 
eyes. moisten ; he rose to return the baby 
.to its nurse, when Arabella cfntered, fol-' 
lowed by lady Blenlieim and sir Walter.* 
»MrswCUiKtoii'.tobk her injEant from the anhs 
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rf its fa*he3r, wMle her lädyahip, who 
seemed buMing with tbe importaniCi of 
what slie bad to dkdbse» immediateljr 
began. 

** Bksa me, Cliarles! we have met wkb 
Isudi a stirprise \ who» above all peopte» cb 
you tfakik we have seen. thk monriag- ?" 
Tbenwithottt waiting for bis rcply^ sbe 
added — ^"^ Wbo Imt captaia Monteith t 
once, indeed, tbe bandsomest mm of the 
age; bot now, ob goodness ! cmky tiie dce- 
leton of wbat be wa8 ; alt» l see you axe aa 
mudi a^rtonisbed äs we were; but wai|l 
imtil I inerease your astomsbment; we 
were driving towards tbe library, wben & 
baroucbe-and-four passed us^ in whicb» ta 
Tay great amazenient, sat tbe captaui,, 
anotheF genüeman, aDd^ a young hdy^ bat 
üot Mifts Maiy ; she, I toppose, is kft at 
bome, wbUe her hm»band tal&e» bis pka* 
suises ^oadf or p^bap» ha», before this» 
gFOwn ^ek €{ ber romantic passkm of love 
aad a eottage, 9Sid choscn some otber 
mate.-^ 

^ Mjf dear motbei;'' «^ ArabeBv '^ wby 
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shoukl you cast mich a stigma on the 
mme of Mrs. Mmiteith? There might be 
reaäcms why she oould not acoompany 
hjÄk'' 

•* Because," replied lady Bl^iheim, 
^itefully» ^' I am c^tain Üie impudent, 
saucy creatufe will never do heiself any 
goiod ; if she has been as cc»itradictory and 
as ^^avating to her husband as i^e was 
to me, no wonder that he is brought to 
death'-s door, and that he has chosen a 
milder companion ; oh how I lopged to 
stop the carriage, and inqnire after his 
high-spirited lady r 

" Do you know,** said Clinton, fordng a 
smüe, to oonceal hk inward vexation, 
** that if y our lady ship ccmtinues to vent 
your Spleen Bgainst the lovely Mary, I 
shall hegm to im^ne that it prooeeds 
fiom yoür tcgret at her having disap« 
pointed you in your intended scm-in-law^-» 
a supposition by no means flattering to 
my vanity," 
, This hint was suf&dent to lady Blen^ 

VOL. IV. D 



hehi; ^Tä "fiistaritly ttlteted her tobe, it 
f^ ^ttie tittie ^rnhtiiäng him %ith* fff^ 

kim thät she was perfectly satisfied'\)^li 
tfie felfiiige, flidiigh she coüld «M hrget 
l&e ihstiR ^ich hafl b^en |>ässed bnh^ 

iÄaeavoulfed to fhwäü: ll«r in «vety wisfc 
Jhe Kaä ^er fiirmed. After a fewitioÄ 
tfeiärlcs iqK)n the Miguläri^ of thÖu-Äever 
fo^ÖSug wi«h M(m«Äth in pttfelie, ^d 
^iÖT«' 'itfM theh ih ifl-riatrtred ieatesiöh tb 
Märy/lödy Btetthe^ arfid slr Wäifer w- 
iired to their own apartmehts. 

They were no söoner göne than Ara- 
U^tta, ^o Md Mtherto been sfleÄt, said-^ 
^'I häVe söme ims/fftd<Äi, ftly dear Chartes^ 
ihat ytm kft^ of capbin Mottteith beiüg 
Ät Bath, ä!Äd «fet It Was t^th Mm yöii 
{fi§S^ Ihöse liöui^ from ioirie Which y^ 
Teftiöjed to aöcourit for.** 
f '« WHy ^, Arabella? It ittight fiöt bö 
sHwa^s prtident, you know, for a husbahd 
jtö tifc^iüfint Tfis Wife wltäi every dreAm- 
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i»eiiee.f]X9n harne." 

" Ah, Charles ! you may try to ifv^/iß 
.tB^KHirioäty, butyou wiU not excite my 
jeakm^y ; I may not always be «o kiquici- 
tive; but, m tbis mfitanee, I am wäjeosy 
tSl J knom Ito trutk I am anxiou» i^ 
liear somethmg about Mary, for wbtoi9» 
'.fiotwithsTtandiDg my^mother'«; ^ustdis- 
Bke, 1 taitertain a Teal regard,; pom& 
</härk8^ ^mü. you. not satisfy me cmi this 
qpomt? your loöks inßrea£^ my ifears ; dear 
<^har1^ I ssä eertainyou have ^seen 'Mw- 
< 4e}th ; and what ^hen is be^me xof Mary ?" 

"^Obitoai eould not withstaad tfae ^q- 
^^treaties of bis wife; bis bearf^ bis ^y^ 
^dre füll; ^<nd aslie Jcnew äiat sbe reaUy 
loved tfae anfixtunate Msry, hß befsütat6jd 
"wbeth^ or HO bie sbotild coniide toJber 
rtifie fatal calamity, whicb bad aeaiiy de- 
^tioyed Mmiteith, land tlie lobjeid; qf las 
«mhappy {msision. 

'M kave seesi and conreraed wiihtlie 
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"dare I trust you with the fatal cause of 
bis misery? will you not betray ittoyour 
mother ?" 

. ** No, indeed," said she, trembling with 

• fear and amazement ; " never shaU it es- 

cape my Ups ; but teil me, dearest Charles« 

jwhat of Mary ? why is she not with ha* 

.sidkhusband?" 

Clinton vainly endeavoured to conoeal 
fSrom his wife what he unjustly feit 
ashamed to let her see, lest she should think 
it a yeakness ; but Arabella was herseif too 
mu(^ agitated to think of any thing but 
her e^ly companion; and Clinton, who 
knew what were the pains of suspense, dis- 
closed to her, as well as his feelings would 
permit, thefinal temdnation of her fnend-s 
eartUly happiness. " Remember,'* s^ud 
he, "Arabella, that you will draw on 
yourself my etemal displeasure should you 
even hint to lady Blenheim a word of 
what has passed ; in eonfiding this dread* 
ful secret to your bosom, I give you a 
proof of my love and eonfidenee, of whidi 
I believe you to be worthy ; long may the 
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^Umy of Mary's shame, of Mary*s woes^be 
unloiown to your mother, who, I am too 
certaih, would only exult in what she 
would tenri the downfell of your lovdiy 
friend!" i . 

" Trust to me with cotifidence,'' repUed 
Arabella, sobbing ; " I would not for the 
World that my mother knew of it. My 
poor Mary ! Oh, Charles f what wOuld I 
not give tö discover her retreat^ to render 
het every asinstanee in my power T 

Clinton caught his wife to fais bosom^ 
and kissing her with an increase of ten- 
demes^ which her generous sympathy had 
cteated, thought that she had nev er looked 
so handsome as at that moment, when she 
was expressing a wish to alleviate the sor- 
rows of her ehanxüng friend " Alas !" 
Said he, *^ their sudden absence from hörne 
when I calied by appointment at Bromp* 
ton, is now too well accounted for ; how 
little, Arabella, did we think of the ruin 
into which they were plunged ! how bright 
was the mom of their felicity-^how darH 
its te:pnination !" 



*^iibhr crfed Arabölla, " how wdl dö l 
iw^^etoeihber the pioplietic worck of my 
ättgry fflotüer*— * Before two yeara aw 
ä^i^M^/ smd she, • Mary will have cause 
to curse the day on which she gav:e hei* 
Äartd to Montisitiir My poor Maiy! 
höw faHiethe predictloii ! When we retura 
to'town, Chfflcles, ycni musi ^ yoiur best 
Ho find out wheiie she is ; it is noro that oas 
fiieiidship may be (rf use to her.** 

The heart o£ Clmtxm well accorded with^ 
the wishes oP Arabella; noF: Äd he feil to 
pat them mto exeeution, as soon as they 
amvedin London r but aB bis kiiid eny 
deavours to' trace out the residence of 
Mary were fruitless ; and both himself and 
Ai*abella were compelled to give up their 
generous search, consoling themsdves witb 
the hc^e that ch^ice might, one day or 
ether,. prove more ^yöurable to tlieir jnxu 
tual wishea- 
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'0^*^^^^^^^t^<0^^^-^^ 



JMcAÄY, in ob^en^e to the wii^s of Mrs^ 
Mki^wisQXk, mad^ a poiat of b?ing wil^ 
her ^^lier than us^^l, that she might glve 
her pupils some $id4itional instrüptipni^ 
This done» she hast)^ned to make. her 
momiBg's call on Mrs. Chudleigh. Crof &- 
ing the lieatb, she wag i»et by Mr. Rij- 
diardson, whose eyes sparkled ijv^ith delight 
at the apportunity tbus. une^^pectodly ob- 
tained^ and Ipng sougbt aller« of d^p^ing 
äie admiration h^r b^uty ha4 excdted^ 

^ Good-momiijg, lovely Miss SpyjjcipjijürJ* 
Said he, catching her band« and pls^cing i;t 
withiu his arm;. " are y.ou going fpr a 
walk ? If so, I will accompany y/ou, fi» . l 
have much to say to you." 

Mary^ bluiöüng afc his fro^^Pi ipgtantly 
withdrew her han^ s^y^ iH^t ^kß Y(Bß 
only gpmg a short (ibtano^, wA^ mxa^ \ss 
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lo T>e excusedj if she dedined the honöur 
of his Company. 

•' Enchanting creature T he exdaimed^ 
again taking her hand and grasping it 
firmly ; ** do not be so cruel as to refiise this 
favour to a man who adores you, and who 
iaready to take you instantly from the 
irksoihe Situation rfdependence, and place 
you for ever beyond the reach of wairt, er 
«ven the shadow of misförtune.'* 

Mary, surprised and indignant at this 
imlooked-for insidt, for a moment feit un- 
able to reply, and he cpntinued — 

** I have been miserable ever since I first 
saw you ; never did I before behold a woman 
so <5ompletely to my taste; make your 
own terms, my beloved girl; half my for- 
tune is at your service; all I^ask is, the 
uifdivided pössession of your aflfections." 

Mary looked steadily in his face, while 
her own betrayed the consciousness of in- 
jured virtue — *' What action of mine, sir," 
Said she, with a dignity which aw^ evea 
the prcrfessed fibertine, ** coüld have äu- 
tfaoHzedyou to treat me with such un- 
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manly craeliy? Is it because you have 
Seen me williiig to increase my inoome» 
by giying lessöns to your daughf ers, that 
you think me incapable of resisting the 
temptation of your presait offer ? Surely, 
Sil-, the friendsfaip which I have been ho- 
noured with by your amiabk wife, might 
have taught you to respect, rather than 
Insult, my &lleh fortunes." Saymg thisy 
she broke froin his hold, and flew across 
the path which led to the house of Mrs. 
Chudleigh, leaving Mn Richardson, al- 
most for the first tlme in hii^ life, impressed^ 
with the idea that there might exist^sudh 
a novelty as a virtuous woman. 

Notwithstanding the paleness ' of her 
cheek.and the languor of her appearance, 
Mary possessed suilicient charms to at- 
tract the lawless eyes ofMr; Richardson, 
and to make her the object of his profligate 
wishes ; he had sought in vain for an op- 
portunity of disdosing his passicm, and had 
frequently passed and re-passed the (X)t- 
tage, in itlie hope of attrsicting her attentioni 

D 3 
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htst in Vflin; neither could he speeik to 
her Ott her leavk^g his daughters, ss Mrs. 
Hicbard^mi, geliere^ walked with her t6 
Sutton's; and now- that the long-sought 
ibr mterview was obtained, it waa not a 
filtie mortifyihg to his vanitj to fae 
disappc^ted m his expectations, aiMi to. 
hare the moet liberal offer he had ever 
Hiade rgected with disdain by a gu-l of 
eighteenj fc^ed in his first attempt, he 
nevertheless resolved not to give up the 
pursuit, but to renew the attack with 
fresh vigour on his retum from Worthing, 
Mary, though considerably agitated by 
the treatment she had met with, 60on for- 
got it in the society of Mrs. Chudleigh, 
who seemed much gratified by her visit, 
and pressed her to remain fbr theday; 
but Mary feit anxious to reply to.the let- 
ter of her brother, and therefore decHned 
an invitatiön which otherwise woiddhave 
afforded her a great deal of pleasure. She 
was, however, öbKged to promise fot the 
next day, before Mrs. Chu^He^h woidd 
t)ke a denial. 



'Afraid pf again encaimtering Mr. ^-; 
diardspQ^ M^ry retiirned home by alonger- 
road, md thiMS ^volded a seoond insult, a^; 
he had watcl]bed her movements, and was 
waiting imp^tientiy her retuyn. 

Mrs. Byron was no sopper informe^ af the 
baseness of his conduct^^h^n she expressed 
her satisfactioa st the neame$s of the imie 
fixed on for his departure, resolving, untü 
it was pasaed, not to let Mary go out witb* 
out the protection of her presence. 

Mrs. Bichardson, on leaving Hampr 
stead» gave Maryevery assuranee of. th^ 
continuation of her regard ; she made her^i 
in tlie handsomest manner, several val^^rr 
bie presents, and entreated Mrs. Chudr 
leigh to'consider her aa one eyery way ^- 
txtled to her friendship: such a cequest: 
»ras howßver unnee^sary, as Maiy wa# 
aheady the elected fiieud of thie ^Huabl<^ 
widow, who no licmger cpmplain^ of tibe 

tedious kngäi of the hours, when they 
were passed in tlie aodety qf her new »> 
quamtance. 

Every intendew sfcrengtlieaefl; ^9 ßSt 
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fection which Mary feit for Mrs. Chud- 
leigh, and increased her desire to amuse 
lier mind, and divert it from the oontem- 
plation of her irreparable loss. Not a day 
elapsed without the best part of it being 
spent with her ; she read the mojst enter- 
taining works to ^üecure her attention — 
played and sang all the newest airs — and, 
in fi^rt^ devoted herseif with as mudi zeal 
to her Service, as if she had been a favou- 
lite sister, or the firiend of het infiincy. 
This disinferested attachment was as 
warmly retumed by Mrs. Chudleigh ; she 
feit restless until the arrival of Mary, and 
shewed a Visible uneasiness at her depar- 
iure ; her conversation was perfectly un- 
restrained ; she made her acquainted with 
ber most private concems ; read to befall 
tne letters she received, and, in generale 
requested Mary to become her amanuen« 
sis. Not a thought, not a wish was con- 
eealed from her watchful friend; never 
was fiiendship more pxure, or aSection 
more tender than that which subsisted be* 
tween these two xinfortuiiates ; and esen 
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Mary, who had hitherto lamented every 
Bioment of Reparation fröm her child, now 
q[uitted him with less regret, in the hope. 
of bestowing peace and consolation to the 
bosom of Mrs, Chudleigh. 

This sacrifice to fnendship was repaid 
by the amiable invalid, who, on het part, 
stoove to i:^ender tJie stay of Mary ob little 
irkisome aö possible, and therefore al- 
ways assumedan air of cheerfuhiess in her 
presenee, and which, in reality, was not al- 
ways foreed, since the sight of her inte- 
resting companion never failed to produce 
the most pleasing emotions ; she had heard 
ofthe Kttle Donald, and on her expressing 
a :wish to behold him, his mother one 
mommg introdueed him to her acquain- 
lanee; 

Struck by the beauty of the child, she 
for a time contemplated him with fixed 
Attention; then said — '^I have seen fea- 
tures somewh^re that strongly remind me 
of this sweet boy 's ; but I cannot remem- 
b» whose they were; dear Miss ßey 
mpiir, yioai jare very yoimg; to. be entrusted 
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with so sacred a bequest ; he will become 
so dear to you, that you will never be 
able to pari with him." 

^ Never!" replied Mary, clasping him 
fondly to her bosom ; "' never can I part 
with him ! he is already dearer to me thi«i 
my existence." 

Mrs. Chudleigh, though surprised at 
the warmth displayed by her young fnend, 
yet forbore to notice it ; she had obseryed 
several little eircumstances which had ex- 
cited her suspicion that there wa« some 
mystery about the fate of Mary, but die 
was too delicate even to hint a wish to have 
her curiosity gratified; it was suflficient 
that she was evidently struggling against 
some secret ^ief, probabfy the loss of 
some dear friend, for whom she still con- 
tmued to wear the garb of mouming, and 
to whom her earliest and tenderest affec- 
tions might have been plighted. Had 
Mrs. Chudleigh known the extent rf 
Mary's secret sorrows, it might have in- 
creased hey sympathy, but it could scarce- 
ly have added to )x^ afiMion ; and thougli 
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ignoiaat of her family and coimexic^is, she 
yet looked upon her as her equal» aud ad-^ 
mitted her to the same plaee in her heart 
which had beoi occupied by her deoeased 
sister. 

So^ necessary had the presence of Mary 
beoome to the repose of Mrs. Chudleigh» 
that^he feit unhappy when the hpur ar- 
rlved. that deprived her of the tender assi-^ 
duities of her beloved companion; and 
Mary, unable to resist her pei^uasions, yet 
incapable of whoUy. quitting the house 
which eontained her child, generaUy oc^t 
trived to be with Mrs» Chudleigh by 
eleven, the hour 'of her brciakfest, and tQ 
remam with her until late in the evening, 
when a servant, if it was fine, always saw 
her in safety to her lodgings, or, if the wea^ 
ther wa& nnfitvonrahle» the carriage ttet 
her down at the door of tibe cottage. It 
was tfaen that Mary, in all the luxury of 
mateitild firndness, would fold her infai^t 
in her aims, and ahnoat smothering hiiQ 
with kisses, gaze with rapture on eaeb 
ißowing &ature.carwdUUtui3Kedlim^ 
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the remembrance of bis fatber fiUed her 
eyes witb tears — ^tears of unavaüing regret, 
and of undiminisbed love, 

Mary was engaged one moming in 
T^ading a new play to Mrs. Chudleigh^ 
when the servant announced sir William 
'BesLufort 

Thefairinvalid,whoseincreasingweakness 
obliged her to repose her enfeebled limbs on 
a coucb the principal part of tbe day, rose, 
and threw herseif into bis extended arms, 
wbere she had nearly fainted from surprise 
and pleasure. . Recovering herseif) she 
tiimed towards Mary, who stood pale and 
trembling witb fear and expectation, and 
introduced her, saying — " This is my dear 
friend, Miss Seymour, for whom I would 
bespeak your esteem, William, were it not 
unnecessary, now that you have seen her." 

The. stranger, wbose vpice and figure 
bad brought to the mind of Mary her 
-early friend, gavö a sudden «tart of sur- 
prise; his countenance, too, changed, and 
he became visibly agitated; he neverthe- 
le8S caught the soft band ofMary, and 
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{»ressing il respectfully to his ups, said, as 
he gazed intently on her blushing face» 
** To be the friend of Mts. Chudleigh is a 
suflScient passport to. my heart ; but Miss 
Seymour possesses even a stronger one 
than- that" 

Maiy's confiision increased ; she cast her 
eyes on the ground, nor ventured to raise 
ihem until she heard the stranger in ear- 
nest conversation with Mrs. Chudleigh. 
She then gained courage to survey the 
person 'of sir William ; and though much 
altered by hard Service, and a severe wound 
on the forehead, which had left an inde- 
lible scar behind, she had no doubt but that 
he was her first lover — ^her noble — ^her 

* 

disinterested — rher early friend. All that 
she had hoped was, that she might re« 
main unknown to him, that she might es- 
€ape his tender condolence; his censure 
«he did not fear ; he was ^too gentle, too 
good, to blame her fqr a calamity which 
was so fatal to her happiness. 
. " De^est Maria,'* säid sir Willianv 
Casting bis eyes with restless curiosity tö- 
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wards Mary, ^ ha&thiayoun^ lady 
an iimiate here^ If she bas, Victoria jviK 
icjoicey wlien I.infbrm her thatyou have^ 
gained so deüghtfu} a. oompimiop*'' 

** Miss Sejrmour lives <hi the^ heaät," le^ 
plied Mrs. Chudleigh ; " she is so good as 
'to devote the best part cf the day to. my 
amusemei^t ; my obligations to her ase of 
that nature, whidi cannet easUy beiepaid; 
ooxüd any thing have power ^to süty the 
ravages (^ my di^ordar, it wciuld be the- 
diarm of her society : but^ my dear Wfl*- 
liam, what has called you thus une^ect-^ 
edlytotown?" 

*^ An Order from the Admiralty, to hold 
myself in readiness to carry out dispatches 
to our "ambassador at Cadiz ; I expect to 
be off in kss than a fortnight.*^ 

« To Cadiz r repeated Mrs. ChudkigK 
in a faint vc«ce; then pausing to take 
breath, she added in a low tone — *^ Do 
you think, William^ that you. oould gain 
permission to carry me with you ?" 

** I have no doubt of it; but why, my 
dear. Maria, do you. wish, ip your weak 
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itate^ to luidertake a royage, the olyject of 
If^li mu8t inevitably increagc it ?** 

**'I dö not think so, William; it has al- 
^'^ySf you know, beeh the chief wish crf' 
my soul to visit the spot which contain^ 
the ashes of my adored Imsband ; could I 
bat once pay this melaneholy duty to the 
laemory of my beloved Chudleigh, I 
should die in peace. Dearest Mary, have 
the goodness to write a few lines for me to 
my uiicle, whois one of the lordsoftbe 
Admiralty ; teil him how ardenüy I de* 
sire to be p^mitted to go to Cadis with 
sir William, and that I think it may be 
the means of ppolonging my existence."^ ' 

Mary, who feit that her own tranquil« 
lity was intimately connected with the 
success of the appBcation she was an»- 
missioned to make, and prompted by the 
dread öf Mrs. Chudleigh being miaUe to 
go throagh so severe a trial in her present 
State of health, ventm-ed to exert the pii* 
vilege of a firiend, and to advise her to 
postpone the voyage until she was strong« 
er. Sir WilHam joined his entreatie^ with 
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those of Mary; but Mrs. Chudldgk le- 
mained firm in her detenriinaticm, and 
again requested hiM* to write to her uiide, 
as she was desirous that no time should 
be lost. Mary reluctantly obeyed ; and 
the servant was mstal\tly £iqpatched to 
London with the letter, as sii William 
had promised to stay the night at Hamp 
$tead. 

The hurry of spirit? produced by the 
Visit of a friend so dear as sir William^ 
and the possibility of being enabled to 
pay the last sad duty to the memoty of 
her husbandy increased the languor of Mrs. 
Chudleigh to that pamful degree, that she 
was soon obliged to retire fbr an hour to 
the solitude of her bed-chamber, leaving 
Mary to entertain sir William mitil her 
retum. 

She had no sooner quitted the drawing- 
room, than sir William seated himself by 
the side of Mary, and expressed bis entire 
conviction of Mrs. Chudleigh being too 
£«• gone to derive any benefit from the 
yoyage. He then added, in a tone of sen- 
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sibility and sweetness, which brought to 
the remembrance of Mary the days of her 
early youth, ** I do not wöndör that a 
being like my dear Maria should feel so- 
lidtous to Visit the tomb of an adored hus- 
band ; it is no more than I expected ffom 
her ; but I fear, Miss Seymour, that her 
bodUy strength is insnfficient for the task ; 
should sbe Tuccomplish it, ishe will never, I 
feac, retum to England alive.** 

Mary's eyes Med with tears ; every fea^ 
ture bespoke the tender interest she feit in 
the fate of Mrs. Chudlei^, as she replied, 
that such also was her opinion. 

Sir William gazed on her with deep 
attention ; he todc her band, as if softened 
by some internal feelings, and as he raised 
it to bis lips, Tie said, " Could any thing 
aissuagethe pains of disease, and take from 
the Bg(»ues of death, it would be to have 
such a fnend, such a companion as your- 
seif: *dear Miss Seymour, I hope you Will 
pardon the fi^edom of a strangef, but you 
put me so strongly in mind of a Uttle girl 
wtö I had the happiness of knowing for a 
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«hoirt tlme, söm6 years i^^ «rrd fi>r'V(rhose 
vrelEare I waä warmly mtererted, ^äiat I 
<can ^carcely iremember tbat it is only 
within two hours that I iiave been iatio^ 
duoedtoyeu; I «e^m bs if I W€i^ a«Uiress* 
ing my little fiiend, who, if «he is livk^ 
must be about your age:** 

" Suöh «an fl^ology h uimeeegsary , - sir," 
teplied Mary, embärra^sed, though bi^gfaly 
gratified at findSng that be had lEiot &Q*go(>- 

tenhei:. 
'' It IS almost certaln," he oontmuedy 

:" that Mfitria will be allowed to put her 
wish in exeeution ; I bope that you will 
accompany her; do you think your pa- 
Tents will consent to part with you ? I 
"will do all in my power to Ten^r iiie 
"voyage a pleasant one ; and I pledge the 
honour of a British sailor to retum you in 
safety to their arms, should death deprive 
you of our beloved Maria." 

" Y<Hi are very good," said Mary, aprith 
ina-easing confusion, " büt I had the mis- 
förtune tolose my parents when an Infant." 

" Indeed!" he exdaimed ; •* how sli;igu-> 
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lär that Jjf0t^«lioul4 be Kn (Mfj^an, as well 
as tibe^ ^MTMtgbrl wham you j^semUe ! Do 
you think the friends whoto yciü live witfa^ 
Mi» Scymour^ will object to your gmng ? 
ur, pefhÄj», y6u may olgect to it ,y6ur* 

" My AflPeCtiAn fer. Mw. Chüdleigh 
would lead me to säloijfice ^mtidi to hl^ 
corafort,'' -Said Maty; " büt the idea of 
^oittiiig Eiiggiand, eq)ecially In time öf 
war,l'equil'es some little consideratioii.'' 

"Jt does ceMainly," said sir WilEaÄi'; 
^ but Ihi^st me, that with mich treastüres as 
yoiirsdfahd Maria onboaiidj'there is Hot a 
manbekmgiiig tö my-ship that would not 
fteely q^ ^veiy dropof his Ij^ood in your 
4efönoe." 

M*s, Ghudlfetgh Tiow retumed to them, 
tfefresHed l)y a gentle $1^, änd inquired 
wheäser M*ry had fävoasräd sir William 
by a display of her musical abilities? sit 
"^e-flaibe time pdssing the highest enco- 
mi^rmonrherTOice'and style, 

Sir WiHi&m rqplied, tibiat he hoped to 
faave the gratüication, as lie^was an ad- 



mirer of Music, though the dütietf tof his 
profession pr^^ted him fixnti studying it 
as much äs he wished» 

Mary> ever teady tö oblig^ now saug 
find played 6ome bestütiftil airs firom the 
Irish and Welch melodies ; while sir Wik 
liam, afi-eady captivated by her rescto- 
t4ance to his'Kttle friend, Qould not oon«- 
ceai his ddnüration of her masterly peiv 
formance» but expressed himself in termH 
of the highest pleasure ; and when Mary, 
who was strongiy affected by once more 
foeholdmg her early friend^ as weU as by 
the unexpected desu-e pf Mrs. Chudleigh 
to leave England, rose to depaart, at an 
earlier hour Üian usual, sir William re^ 
quested permission to see her home, in ä 
manner so urgent, that Mrs. Chudleigh 
seconded his xvishes, and bade her, if 
^ossible, be with her in the moming 
to breakfast 

When Mary stopped at the door of 
Mrs. Sutton's cottage, sir William inquired^ 
In a tone of surprise^ if it was here that her 
:fiiends resided ? 
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Mary replied in the affirmative. 

After wisUffig her good-night, he has- 
tened back to Mrs. Chudleigh, anxious to 
leam all that he oould of the Situation of 
one for whom he feit a degree of interest 
which no other female had exdted since 
he bade adieu to his litüe friend. 

Mrs. Chudleigh, who loved Mary, d^- 
hghted in praising her sweetness of dispo- 
sition, her tendem^ss of heart, and her 
Tarious accomplishments ; she dwelt with 
giateful pleaiSure upon the benefit she had 
derived fix)m her sodety, and upon the 
disinterested affection which she had ina- 
nifested, in devoting herseif to one w|^ 
liyed in complete retirement, and who«Ö^ 
«hfeebled body must necessarily preverit 
her from being an enteiiaining companion. 
Notwithstanding this, she told him that 
Miss Seymour had shewn ä readiness to 
sacrifice all the pleasures of youth, to the 
melancholy office of enlivening the sink-* 
ing qnrits of a broken heart. 

^ BdloYcd Maria !" cried sir William, 
v<tt,. iv; E 
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embracing her, " why have you so long 
. pei-sisted to remain in a boüse which must 
hourly remind you of your löss? Why 
have you denied all the entreaties o£ Vic- 
toria to make her house yourhome? It 
• is tnje, that the etemal gaiety of her dis- 
position would ill accord with your pre- 
j|&nt feelings; yet you laiight have had 
your own separate establishment, and an 
occasional visit frora my sister, who wants 
nothing but steadiness to make her every 
. Üiing I could wish, would have enlivened 
& few of the heavy hours which you passed 
. before you knew Miss Seymour." 
' " I am no stranger to the excellence of 
Vietoria's heart," replied Mrs. Chudleigh ; 
** but you know that I have taken an un- 
conquerable dislike to Mrs. Cringewell, 
whom I have ever considered as being 
placed by the general as a family-spy over 
the actions of his wife ; and though your 
sister's vivacity and good-nature leads her 
to put up with the vulgarity and ill-na- 
ture of her duenna, yet I should be mise- 
rable if I were to live under the same roof 
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with her ; I confess that I «m so strorigly 
attached to this house now, that nothmg 
would induce me to leave it but my hope 
pf going to Spain." 

** You will surely, my dear Mari^, invite 
. Miss Seymour to accompany you? I hope 
you will." 

** No, William ; that would be yielding 
too much to self-intercst ; she has already 
sacrificed much of her time to my pleasure ; 
I cannot,. in justice, expect her to leave 
England, to run the chance of being taken 
prisoner, and to be estranged from those 
she loves with enthusiasm." 

" Who are they ?" inquired sir Wil- 
liam,^ with quickness; " is she not an or- 
phan ? what friends has she, then, to love 
so warmly ?" 

" An infant nephew," replied Mrs. 

Chudleigh, " consigned to her care by a 

dying sister, until the retum of his father, 

. who is abroad, and an old lady, the mater- 

. nal fiiend and protector of my dear girl. 

I know of no other tie she has ; yet I fear 

ES 



that^he häa lo^ one which will nöttife easSf 
gnppHed, sinoe she still continues in moutn- 
ing ; and many little trifles have heträyiA 
to nie that my sweet frieiid is nö strängar 
to misfortune,^ 

**Good HeavenT exdaimed sir Wil- 
liam, feelingly, " and is this lovely young 
creature without any other protection £han 
what an aged female can afibrd ? Perhaps, 
Maria, her finances are as humble as ihe 
abode she lives in ; why is she not wholly 
nHth yourself ?•* 

" I do not believe, William, that Mäi^ 
would leave entirely the habitätion which 
contains her little nephew." 

" Mary !" hastily exclaimed sir William ; 
** is Miss Seymour's name Mary ? Good 
God! how Strange!'* Then recollecting 
hiraself, he added, " I once knew a little 
girl whose name wiEis Mary, and who^ 
' person promised to be the iraage of Miss 
Seymour ; ihe also was an orphan, depen- 
dent on the caprice of a worthless woman, 
who, I fealr, continued to neglect those 
taleritj" which her resemblance possesses. 
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and which woidd have rendered her the 
most fa^cinating of her sex." 

** You speak feelmgly, William ; is it 
lo!^ since you laiew this interesting girl ?** 

Sir Willam colouicd, while he replied 
lYith vii^ty — " That is not a fair ques- 
tion, Maria ; you foFget that a sailor is 
suj^e to find a mistress in every port he 

tQi^ches at." 

" True,*" Said Mrs. Chudleigh ; " but 
yoiir heart, like my own, is incapable of 
T'midering from its first affections." 

^ It is," replied sir William, with a 
meaning known only to himself. 

His sigh was echoed back by Mrs. 
Chudleigh, who thought only of her la- 
mented sister ; while the mind of sir Wil- 
liam, at that moment, wss füll of his little 
friend, and of what might have been her 



•* Dearest William," said Mrs- Ctoid- 
Ic^gb» ** I oouM wish^.now that you aie in 
town, that you would assist me in loalapg 

some alteration to my will ; it is a mttg^r 
ckoi^ task for you to joipi in« ImI I ^m 
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anxioüs to have it done as soön as pössi«^ 
ble; perhaps you will spare me an horit 
to-morrow, before you go to town. Should 
I be suddenly called from herice, it wdll be 
a* consolation to know that I have, to the 
best öf my power, done my duty as a mis- 
tress and a friejid.'^ 

Sir William could not refiise this pain- 
ful request; he consented, therefore, to 
remain until evening, aiS well from the af- 
fection which he bore to Mrs. Chudleigh, 

as from a secret wish to know more of her 

« 

lovely companion. 



CHAPTER IV. 



*^*^r♦#^#^■1#^*•^^*^^#■*■#• 



When JMrs. Byron was inforaied of the 
singidar and unexpected discovery which 
Mary* *had made of her early friend, she 
couM Ytöt help expressing herseif, in the ftii- 
nesi^idf her beart, in terms of sanguine hope 
and eit^fcrfationf ; but Mary soon damped 
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her aflfectionate wannth, by saying that she 
rqoiiced at heing able to pass unknown to 
sir William. " Never, my dear mother,'* 
Said she, " could I bear to become the ob- 
ject of his pity ; had I biit alvrays kept in 
mind his generous precepts, his disinte- 
rested advice, I should not, as now, have 
to conceal my name ; even the eloquent 
pleading of the still-idolized Monteith 
would have lost a part of its power, had 
prudence and caution giiided my artions."^ 

" Or had you been so fortimate, my 
Mary, as to have had a less san.ornine, a 
less credulous adviser than myself; the 
fault is mine more than yours, my ehild ; 
my age and experience should have shield* 
ed you against the calamity which ha? 
overtaken you.'* 

Mary flung her arms round the neck of 
Mrs. Byron, and kissing her cheek with 
fiKal love, replied — " Reproach not your- 
seif, my more than mother ; I have been 
belöved, nay, adored by Monteith ; I have 
enjoyed the heaven of his society— of his 
.tenderaess ; I have known a bliss too pure 
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and perfect to last ; rqproach Qot youMel^ 
my best, my dearest fiiend; we cannot 
aker the decrees of Heaven/* 

Mrs. Byron dried her eyes, and retumed 
the embrace of Mary — ^* Excellent young 
creature !" said she ; " thy virtues wffl 
pkad for thee at the Throne of Mercy, and 
still meet theu* reward: but what, my 
Miaty, will you say if poor Mrs. Chud- 
leigh requests you to attend her to Spain ?** 

" I think she Will not ask it df me/* 
said Mary, hesitatirigly, and casting a 
glance towards the cot of her sleeping boy. 

" She is going to perform a duty," con- 
tinued JNIrs. Byron, " that will require all 
the aid of friendship to support her."* 

" It will indeed." 

" To abandon her in her honr of trial 
would be cnieL" 

Very cruel — terribly cruel." 
I know the romantic ardour, the ge- 
nerosity of your nature, Mary ; I tremble 
lest I should lose you." 

" My boy ! my Donald !" hastily ex- 
daimed Mary; " he will be the pledge of 






my remaining. Alas» my pow Maria! 
lyho will wipe away the oold diop» of ago- 
ny firom thy brow, as, kneelingat the foot 
of thy husband's tomb, thy fainting souI 
invokes^ bis spirit to await thy Coming? 
Oh, who will nurse thee with a sister's 
Gare during the sickness of the voyage, 
and divert thy drooping thoughts from 
thy painful task ?" 

" Tou willj" repüed Mrs. R^rron, with 
8ad apprehension ; " it is yourselp, I fear, 
that wiU perform this melancholy office." 

M ^ry shook her head ; her heart, like 
that of her adopted mother, was füll, .an4 
her eyes overflowed with sorrow. 

" I will say no more at present, Mary ; 
iGod will direct you for the best ; but re- 
Qiember that you have promised to con- 
öult the worthy Mr. Graham, before you 
take any step of consequence to your fu- 
ture peace.'* ^ 

The next pioming when Mary joined 
Mrs. Chudleigh and sir AVilliain in the 
4)reakfast-parlpur^ the laiiguor of her looks 
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betrayed a sleepless night, and sir William 
expressed a fear that she had caught cold 
the preceding evening — -" You are too de- 
licate, Miss Sey mour," said he, " to big ex- 
posed so constantly to the night-air ; the 
heavy dews of autumn may prove inju- 
rious to a frame like yoürs ; you must take 
up your abode altogether with Maria.*^ 

Mary looked disconcerted. 
You forget," ssdd Mrs. Chudleigh, 

that I hope shortly to embark for Spain ; 
the life of Miss Seymour is far dearer to 
me than my own ; I h(fl.d- it as sacred, Wil- 
liam, as I do her' peace; she has already 
sdcrificed too, much to friendship.'* 

Mary's eyes filled with tears ; she press- 
ed the feverish band of Mrs/ Chudleigh 
to her lips, who seeing her agitation, in- 
quired if all was well at home ? and upon 
receiving an answer in the affirmative, re^ 
mained for a few minutes lost in thought ; 
then tuming towards her watclifulfriend— 
" To-day, my dear Mary, I shall know 
what I have to expect ; it was late before 
Jolm retumed ; here is my imcle's letter ; 
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it gives me all the hope I wish for; but 
you see he would fain dissiiade .me from 
my purpose ; this evening I shall have his 
definitive answer." 

"You may cpnclude it as already set- 
Üed,^ replied sir .William. 

** I hope not," cried Mary, inadTertent- 
ly ; then added hastily — " I wish, my dear 
Mrs. Chudleigh, that you would delay 
this voyage.'* 

" No, Mary ; it is a thing I have long; 
fixed my heart on, and in my Situation,, 
aiiy delay would be dangerous; if Ipost-- 
pone it, I may not live to enjoy my wish.'^ 

Mary, whose spirits were just then not 
xrf the highest order, could not sustain this- 
shock ; she rose hastily, and retired into» 
the garden, where, after weeping freiely^ 
she feit herseif relieved, and again retumecl 
to the presence of those whose hearts knew 
well how to appreciate the value of her 

emotions. 

In Order to deceive Mary,. Mrs. Ghud- 
leigh assumed an air of tranquilhty, whichi 
m some degrise concealed the real wealfc- 
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ness of her body ; she chatted cheaAiIly 
upon various subjects, and even played a 
Hvely wr on.the piano, calling to Mary to 
accompany her with he!* voice. Pleased 
by this change in the looks and manners of 
Mrs. Chudleigh, ]\Iary feil into the ddu-* 
sion, and actually believed ihat the hope 
of at length obtaining what she had so long- 
and so ardently wished for, might pro- 
duce also a change in the System, as well 
asthemindofherhighly-valuedfriend. 

Not a hint was given to Mary when ät 
William and his adopted sister retired to 
perform the request of the latter ; neither 
did Mrs. Chudleigh, on their retum, be- 
tray any particular alteration of features ; 
while those of sir William evinced his 
inward uneasiness, thoiigh they brightened 
into a smile as he approached Mary, who 
bad sat down to finish a drawing designed 
for her siek fiiend, and who could scarcely 
eonceal her exultation at hearing her Per- 
formance praised by her early monitor, 
who displayed in his remarks the know- 
ledge of a master. 
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It required . but litüe persuasion to in- 
duce sir William to pass another night at 
Hampstead; he was more and more 
charmed by the person of Mary, thpugh 
she had lost the magical smile of her early 
days, and the bright glow of health and 
happiness, which added to the natural 
brilliancy of her fine blue eyes ; still the 
whole of her appearance was touchmgly 
lovely, while her form, light and graeefuUy 
elegmty was still sufficiently round to be 
attractive. Sir William viewed her with 
no common feelings ; firmly attached to 
the little girl he had been cmnpeUed to 
abandon from motives of honour and filial 
duty, he nevertheless treasured in his 
breast her in^age with unabate4 passion. 
Robbed by the band of death of his de&» 
lined bride, he took, as has already been 
mentitcmed, the first opportunity of lean>- 
ing tibe new residenee of Mrs, Scorpion, 
and pf inquiring if Mary stUl was Single? 
The dark hints of that lady as to the 
lerity and thoughtlessness of her charge» 
iiTOimded him the more deejdy^ as he 
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thought it possible tliat her improper edu- 
cation and negleeted mind might have 
yielded to the eounsels of those with 
whom she had been pennitted to asso- 
ciate. No entreaty, however, could Sib,w 
from Mrs. Scorpion the name of the 
man whom she assured him Miss Fitzroy 
had married, without her knowledge or 
consent. This unpardonable falsehood 
she deenieö' herseM* safe in uttering, aa Sir 
Willian** ävowed his ihtention of qnitting 
Sngländ immediately . 

Reason, and a variety of circumstances 
connected with his profession, hadconquer- 
ed the violence of his first attachment ; he 
beliered it to have wholly subsided, tili 
the sight of Miss Seymour again called it 
forth, not with the same vigour, but with 
equal tenderness. It was gratifying to a 
man of hi« elegant mind, and refined ideas 
of women^ to observe that the .likeness oF 
his little fevomite was, to all appearance, 
the very being that he could have wished" 
the original ; every fresh aecomplishment 
which he discovered in Mary Seymour, 
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reminded hira of the uncultivated talents 
öf Mary Fitzroy; those accomplishments 
increased his admiration, already strongly 
excited, and added to his cviriosity to 
leäm whö were her parents, and to whom 
was she indebted for an educatioh so su« 
periortoherp^^entfortunes.. 

Sir Wiffiam Beäufort was a man of 
taste, "sentiment, and genius; the naval 
profession was not bis own choice ; natu« 
rally domesti'c, hfe sighed for the sweets of 
hbme, and^ihe sociöty of his family ; the 
^hversation and the endearing friendship 
of women was the charm of his existence ; 
yet he had remained single chiefly fix)m 
the Singular idea that, if he married, his 
love for his wife would interfere with his 
duty to his country, and that the recol- 
lection of the woman he loved, and of 
what she would suifer should he fall, 
might' take from his courage, and unnerve 
his arm in the hour of battle. " When 
there is a peace," he would say to his fa- 
ther, " I may then be induced to^ märry ; 
but not until tlien. I have no wish to gain 
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the affections of an amiable woman, and ' 
then leave her perfaaps for ever." ' 

Whik they were yet at the cUim^« 
table, a messenger arrived from Mrs. Chud- 
leigh's unde. He had consulted with 
someofhisbrotherlardsonthe occasion, 
and he informed his niece that she was at 
Kberty to embark with sir William, if she 
yet persisted in her rescrfution; but he 
could not help telling her that he deemed 
H a most imprudent step, ana one that he 
hoped she would yet think better of ; ü^ 
howeyer,sheoontinuedfixed to run therisk 
lof the voyage, he advised her to hold her*- 
seif in readiness, as the dispatches would 
soon be dosed; and not to fall, in h^ 
4stat6 of health, to carry along with her a. 
medieal attendant 

** I must write to Victcaria,'* said Mrs. 
Chudleigfa, as she folded up the letter; 
** I know that ha: affection for me will 
teing her instantly to town. How long, 
William, do you think of remaining in 
London?" 

^' Certq];ply Bot qapre than teH day«. 
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PaJiaps, Majtaa, m my ship is at Flymouth» 
you will paßS a day or two with loid 
IVEresby ; yoa will be more oomfortably 
aceommodated at bis boutie than at an 
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44 



I mean it," replied Mr& Chudleigh, 
ftilig. ä look towards Mary^ whose fruit 
iBtiU remained untouehed cm her plate, and 
whose countenance b^ti^yed th^e e^w^ess o£ 
her inta^al' vex^on; 

•* I respect lord D'Eresby,*' continued 
Mrs. Chuffleigb, *^ as being the man 
chosen by my dear father to act with k^ 
Beaufort as n^y guardian ; and a« I have 
idways experaenced from bim every kind- 
ness, it w^uld be ungrateful of me were I 
not to pay him now the compÜTnent ctf 
aiddng bis advice respeetkig my voyagc ; 
he will c^ course invite ue to his houses, 
where I shaU see, &>r the first time, bis 
daughter, whose beauty I have often 
heard you describe." 

" You wiU find that I have barely döne 
her justice," replied sh- William ; " she pos- 
sesseß all the ^xuiiovs beauty of her mo- 
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ther, (whose picture still oontinues to or- 
narrlent the bed-chamber of her father,) . 
with a languishing softness of manner, 
which, joined to a figure correctly beäutir 
fiil, renders Miss D'Eresby a dangefous 
companion for our sex.'' 

** What, dearest Mary, are you thinking 
of ?" inquired Mrs. Chudleigh, taking her 
chillhand in hers, " Feel, William, how 
cold she is ! I fear, my love, yöu are not 
well." 

Mary blushed, as she feit the gentle 
pressure of sir William. " I am ä bad 
dissembler," said she, looking aflFeietionately 
in the face of Mrs. Chudleigh ; ^* so I may 
as well confess that I am not perfectly 
well." 

" Then stay here to-night, dear Miss 
Seymour," said ^ir William, hastily ; " I 
am sure it was the dam,p air of the heath 
that has given you cold." 

" Will you remain with me, my dear 
Mary? I will send to let Mrs. Byron 
know." 

•* Oh no, I jthank you," sadd Mary; ^ my 
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valued fiiend would be unha^y, lest I 
should be seriously indisposed, as she is 
certain that nothing but inability would 
detain me from her." 

" And from the lovely little Donald : I 
think^ Mary, he is • the attractive power 
that draws you to yonr home/': 

Though thi& was: said without any 
meaning by Mrs. Chudleigh^ it called up 
the deep crimson into the cheek of Mary, 
which increased as she caught a glance of 
the eyes of sir William fixed inquiringly 
on herseif. Much einbarrassed, she yet 
ventured to reply^*> Yöu are right, my ' 
dear madam ; I should be indeed very un- 
willing to '^ass a night from my beloved 
nephew."^ 

Mrs. Chudleigh then entreated her to ' 
retmn before it was damp, and to take 
something for- her eold; but Mary as- 
sured her that the Indisposition she feit 
pjoceeded from her mind. She then 
seated herseif at the harp, and played 
some exquisitely-pathetic airs, which well 
aciSorded with the melanchdy öf «h« fed- ^ 
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iQgs; tili remembering that the indul- 
gence of her own soecow might beinjini- 
ous to har beloved fHend^ she strack the 
chords in a more animating stmin, wMle 
her attaifive listena^ feit aad acknow* 
ledged the magic of her toudi>, and thp silr 
very sweetnesa ci her vmce. 

Sir William again requested permilä- 
sk)Q to See her home^ and was not re&sedi 
The rising moon guided their steps acDoss 
the heath. Mary was süent, and m Wil- 
liam appeared equally thoughtfiil; afc 
length he laid his hand on the Uttle gate 
which opened into the ficont garden of the 
cottage, andwith the other pressedtohis 
lips that of his melancholy comptoion. 
'* I shall have left Hamptead to-morrow^ 
dear Miss Seymour/' said he, ** before the 
hour o£ your visitixig Mrs. Chudleigh; 
can I execute any co^uiciisiuon for you 
in town ?" 

Mary thanked him, but replied in thiQ 
negative. 

" I hqpe^" he continued, stiH pressing 
h^ hand^ ^ to haye ^he happoness of 
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sfedng'ycÄi in the <50urse of ia öDuple of 
days; p^häps you will then havedeter- 
mined upon aecompanying Maria in hör 
painlul voyage ; should the wind be feir, 
we shaH reach our destined port in the 
course of a few day s,** 

" But the fength of my fWend^s stay is 
nncertain,'* said Mary, in a hesitating 
ViÄce. 

^ She woüld retum With me,'' he replied, 
^ and I do'iiot expect to be absent mofe 
^tfaan a month at fUrthest" 

** A month !'* repeated Mary ; ** that, un- 
~ders(me 'drcnmsl^tiiies^ isan age." 

** True,** said he, feelingly; ** under 
some circumstances it is indeed an age. 
But I will not detain you, lovely Miss 
iSeymour, lest your health should suffer. 
'God preserve and bless you T Saying thas 
he again respectfiilly kissed her band, and 
having waited until the door was opened 
by Mkl Suttön, he retumed tp the house 
of Mrs. Chudldgh. 

. The whdte of the f^bwhig day, and 
best pabt^tlie hext, /ifasr's^ by^Majfy 
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in assisting the amiable invalid in arrang- 
. ing her affairs for the voyage, and in de- 
' fitroying those papers which she did not 
wish to leave behind her; at length, wea- 
ried with the exertion, she was obliged to 
lie down on a couch; while Mary, linder 
her direction, continued singly the painfui 
task. 

" That cabinet, my dear Mary,** said 
Mrs. Chudleigh, " contains the letters of 
my adored Emest ; they must aecompany 
me ; and should I never again retum to my 
. native country, they must be buried with 
me, as well as his miniature; bring it 
' here, my love; I will read you some of 
his dear letters." 

Unlocking the cabinet, she took from it 
a packet, and kissing fervently the well- 
known eharacters, read, in a broken voice, 
the effusions of a heart which, while it 
bumed to chastise the boasted arrogance of 
France, melted With affection and manly 
tendemess for the beloved.wife he had 
quitted ere the honeymoon was over. 
His last letter» wh^di his afflicted widow 
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r väinly endeavoured to repeat to her weep- 

= ing fnend, overcame her weak nerves ; 

. she sunk on the bosom of Mary, abnost 

4 senseless ; but the pressure of her sobbing 
companion, who strained her affectionately 
to her breast, recalled her fleeting spirits. 
" Oh, my dear Mary !" she cried ; " your 
friendly heart feels for my sufferings; it 
sympathizes in my sorrows ; but never can 

• you judge fully of my irreparable loss, un- 
less, like rayseif, you had been deprived of 
all you held sacred— of a husband you 
adored." .jj 

Feeling the form of Mary tremble con- 
vulsively, and seeing her agitated almost 
to fainting, Mrs. Chudleigh continued — 
" Beloved Mary ! fiiend of my bosom ! 

■ iqoderate this generous exeess of pity ; 
oh God !, may the tears of this dear girl 
never stream for herseif — may she be 
£ited to taste only the sweets of love, not 

. its bitters !" 

" Vain is your friendly prayer, dearest 
Maria T exelaimed Mary, tuming on the 
invalid her beautifiil countenance bathed 
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in teare ; ** I am already entiüed to jnAgi^ 
ofyoür sorrows by the keenness of my 
own, if a heart nearly broken by the loss 
dfall it lovedon earth mm cLaim so sadia 
privilege." 

Mrs, Chudleigh flung her arms round 
the neck of the distressed Mary ; she kis^ 
ed her pale cheek, and dried the &st-&D- 
ing tear which dimmed her sight. •* Alna ! 
äilas!" she cried, ^ I thought my loye ßir 
y ou could not increase ; but now that you 
have owne^to be my sister in affliction, ^l 
find my affection doubled ; oh, my friend^ 
thy tendemess has b^uiled me of many a 
painful hour; cannot 1 perform the sarae 
pleasing task for thee? cannot my ifitiend- 
ship alleviate thy distress? or does thy 
fete, like mine, (which Heaven forbid!) 
admit of no rehef ?" 

" None !" replied Mary, sighing deeply 
as she spoke; "I have lost the eharm 
which made life valuable ; the dear infant 
entrusted to my care is the only tie which 
now binds me to the world; even thy 
friendship, deare^ Mam, wonld not be 
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fse^cient to ensfble m^ to dtag oii' a dm&it^ 
lesft existence.** 

Mrs. Clm€ße%b nd» longer tftotfght «T 
bep otnt gpM»; as i^ gazied (m tlie fart öbf 
foim be£)f e her, sttyi m tfae «oundi of 
Mary's yoiee stili vifofated cm fioer eiEut anü 
on ber hefsrt- ^ I wiä n«t pry äito fte 
seeteti^ <if thy i»»ir dfeai^est Mary, er tdfe» 
advaxitage a£ thy fo^esi^Bt senow; i* ig; 
eiioi^h thtft yovi stfe unbap]ßy, and ä»t I 
am confideRt tliiat yMt deserve tby affiMk 

^ I ha^e coidreiBed tcx) mo^ »ot to d^ 
elose t^wlKte;* sald Mary; '^a&tbstl 
aak cf youy my deav fiiend, ii^ titat you 
\irm neve« evetk hmt ta airy buntaa b6big; 
tfatft I am otheri;«^ tiian w&R< I aeeik^ 

^The woild »kcmEd liot uiduee me to» 
betraf tlky ooitfidence, my Maiy; bat, 
dearesi gÜ^ dxy^ not ^ve it if rt will oocrt 
ymt too ihucb paur; I an» aatisfied that 
my fiiendflMp iis not liestoivtred (m m ua^ 

^ I shail be more at ease," sud^ Mary,^ 

tOL. !▼• P 
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•* after I have convinced yöu that my sör^ 
rows are not those of fiction ; forgive me^ 
however, if I conceal even from you my 
real name, (for that of Seyraour is only an . 
assumed one), and those of the frieäids 
whom I shall be obliged to mention." 
' She then recounted^ as well as her feel-» 
ings ^i^uld permit, the short, but affectmg 
histcHy of her. misfortunes, with a sim- 
plicity so touchhig, that Mrs. Chudleigb 
scaroe^ br^thed, lest a word of what she^ 
Said should escape her. She dwelt tritii 
enthusiasm oh the tendemess whieh sub- 
siisted between her and Monteith, and 
palnted in such glowing colours bis ardent 
affectiön l^or hersdfy that Mrs. Chudleigb, 
whö at first feit disposed to condemn, soon 
kamt to pity bim ; while her admiration 
was strongly excited by the generous «nd 
noUe conduct of Mr. Graham ; and his 
d^ughter. Nor was Mrs. Byron forgot- 
ten by Mary, who rejoiced at having an 
opportunity of describing the virtues of 
her matemal friend. 
Wben^he ?/?^ finkhed, Mrs. Chudleigb 
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emforaced her with great tehdemess, say- 
ing — " Beloved Mary, I cannot describe 
to you what I feel on yoüp account ; I had 
always thought myseffthe most unhappy,. 
the most miserable of human beings ; I 
considered, that in being separated from 
my husband within the little space of a 
month after our nnion,^ my lot was the 
mostcruel; but yours is still more severe. 
I know not whether to love or to admilre 
you most, for the tendemes» c^yourhearti 
or the romantic generosity of yoiu* mind» 
which led you to give up to yoiur rival the 
man whom you adored, anc^wbo adored 
you with equal fervour. Such an instanoe 
of self-denial is rarely to be met with; 
and I hcjfpe that God, who gave you 
strength and fortitude to rise superior to 
y <mr fate, will mertifully reward y oiu* vir* 
tuous haroism» by, one day or other^ ro- 
uniting you to your lover." 

*' Sudi a thought has never crossed my 
mind,'' repHed Mary, wiping away her 
tears ; ** I hkwb resigned for ever the idol 
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of my soul; it is tor him that I ccmtiliue 
toweartliisine£anclKdygai4>; lEisfbrhim 
that myfirst and last praya^ are breathed; 
it is aLone fbr his^diild thut I wüe^ to lire— 
fcrthatdear infimt^ whost thismomen£ 
remindB me, thatMs damis to the heart of 
Ms mother are stronger everv than youi!^ 
dearert Maria.'^ 

^ i understnid yoa» my Mary ^ I know 
lA that yca sxe oapable of parfinming, but 
I am not sa a^fish as ixy fequire cf yod 
suofi a sacrifice to ftiradsSip. If i Ihre to 
Rtuxn to Englaad^ we w3i Bot, however;. 
I#aeparated; my ftouae s&afl be tue home 
^MFymursekf anifyoiir cMM, ai^ tiüe good 
Mp$. Bynn sIiaB be a pajrenf to na botb; 
yöu imisl bring her, Mary^ to see me; I 
Img to be introduced t& her ; I long to 
teU h^ how m^ch I i&m her, fbr her kind^ 
lies» towards m^ friend. Yo» will ftar- 
give me, my dear Mary, if I own to* you, 
that botb Mtb. Ifcichavdson and lay^lf 
thought k nthev smgular Ikai^w young a 
WMTUtfü ahould be ehtnisted with the 
Charge of an uifant^ espedally in your un- 
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|iK!^ted;ed Situation:; yet tfae purity -of 
your mind, and the defioaey of your man- 
ners, repelled every idea that ccnild famg 
a stain npoa ycmr chaiBcter." 

** Alas !** exdaimed Mary, " it was to 
avoid this degrading suspidon that I re» 
•sohred to pass fbr the aunt of my belored 
t)oy, hoping by this to elude the prying 
eye of curiosity ; I tfaink I should die with 
^ef and sbame were I to enoounter th^ 
▼oioe of censure, ar the eye o£ scom; yet 
to part with my xhild is more than I am 
able to perform.^ 

As it was no w late, and sir William not 
yet arrived, Mary prepared to retmn home, 
after reeeiving agson the assurance of Miä. 
Chudleigh, that not a word should escape 
her Ups of what had passed between them. 
. Mary ■ s spirits were too much depressed 
i;hat night to converse much with her ve- 
nerable friend ; her little boy was yet up, 
neither Sophy nor Mrs. Byron having had 
power to entice him to go to bed until the 
return of his mother. In her arms, and 
pressed to her fand bosom, the lovel^ 
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eherub soon siink to repose; while tlie 
dotingMary, as she gazed on his heavenly 
coüntenance, deemed it impossible for her 
to leave him, thougli for liie short space of 
a month, Notwith^tanding that she was 
absent fix)m him ahnost all the day, the 
baby evinoed for her a dedded preferenoe^ 
and had latdy shewn a restless impatienoe 
foi* the commg of the hour whieh in ge* 
neral biought wHh it his tender parent ; it 
^as then that he pressed his ilmocent Ups 
to hers, and called her his dear, his pretty 
aunt ; tili, wearied with bestowing on her 
his infantine caresses, his litüe head would 
fall on her bosom, his Imght blue eyes, 
half dosed, would open now and then, to 
take another look on the face of her who 
adored him, tili completely overcome by 
4Bleep, he was conveyed to his cot by the 
mother whose life he had preserved, and 
who, in retum, had dedicated that life ta 
3um« 
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CHAPTER V. 



""When Mary entered the drawing-room 
t)f Mrs. Chudleigh, it was cohsiderably 
beyond her aecustomed time, as ^he had 
heen detained in conversation with Mrs. 
Byron, who scrupled not to avow her 
fears lest her beloved ehild should be se- 
-duced from her home by the deserted Si- 
tuation of the ßiir invalid. 

** You are late, my dear Mary/ fiaid 
Mrs. Chudlei^, embradng her ; " Wil- 
liam is not yet come ; his absence, I dare 
«ay, is oecasioned by letters fit)m home» 
and he waits to aceompany his sister, who 
was on a Visit to her father; to-day we 
shall most likely see them ; Victoria, I well 
know, will lose no time to answer my let- 
ier personally ; but, my dear Mary, I wish 
to give you some idea of the character of 
'3Irs. Cringewell, who will\)f course afc» 
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tend her ladyship, and who is my irrer- 
sion. I faardly thmk it possible that even 
your unsuspidoifB mttnre ooiild lye de- 
ceived in her ; it i»ay laevea-theless be as 
well to putryooi t«a your^guard against her 
flattery aoid qffectipn. 

^ Mrs. Priscäla Cringewel (you wjl 
#lot bejüieyjeit whai you ;«ee l^ier) is ti^e 
4»p^biti(nr of a genüenuin^ a man of £giiily 
«nd lortunc^, in Noithmnba^land. Front 
1^ firrt dawn of reason sbi^ ishewed a difi- 
üke to tiie restraints of •edueation ; and as 
k was Het äeemed df w intfich isonsequence 
fifty years ago as it is now, she was i^- 
fered to grow up with not quite as much 
leaming as many a lady ^ maid ; «he could 
just read well e»oughi:o -con over ä news- 
paper, ancL write well enough to express her- 
seif inraüierbetter'termstiian ^econversed 
in ; lier poverty of intdUect was made up 
l)y a large share of cunriing and iow-bred 
«rtifice ; she was early instructed in all the 
«eeessary economy of house-keepling ; the 
^pastry 9 jellies, preserves, &:c. were all made 
8by the fair "^h^ds of Miss Pxiscilla, ^ 
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revery visitOT was carefuüy informed ; and 
not a professed cook could talk with more 
^uency upon the art of cookery, and the 
sending up a dinner, than she did. Though 
she was possessed of no more taste than 
her father's kitchen-mdd, she would in 
general give her opinion on dress when- 
ever it became the topic of conversation 
amoifg her female comjpaniöns, never ftil- 
ingto excite either the .smile of pity, or 
the sneer of contemjrt, when her ignorance 
w«s thus vamly displayed. Notwith- 
;standing the deficiendes of her mind, her 
perspn, which when young must have been 
extremety pretty, isecured to her the aSec- 
tions of a neighbouring genüeman, the 
fiiend of her brother, a yoüng man of 
'high expectations; great personal attrac- 
tions, and what isstül more extraordinary, 
of taste and elegant manners. The match 
was made up with great haste by the 
younger braiKhes of the family^^and Miss 
PrisdHa» nnknown to her parents^ became 
ühe wife of Mr. CringeweU wl^n she was 
jbopd^fifteen." 

^8 
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• ^* I fear he sooh repented o£his impm» 
*dence," Said Mary. 

« You shaU hear/' replied Mrs. Chud* 
leigh. ** The fondness displayed by the 
yoimg couple soon betrayed to her parents 
their clandestme marriage : at first they 
were offended at the üttle respect paid to 
themselves; but after ^some private con* 
sultations they agreed to <3verlook the 
want of prop^ confidence and duty in 
their daughter and h^ husband, who foc 
some time continued to reside at the old 
femily-mansion with his youthful bride. 
In less than four years Mrs. Cringewell 
became the mother of three children ; the 
last, a boy, was bom on the ^ame day as 
that which decided a chancery-suit, which 
his father had every just reason to expeet 
would make him master crf a noble for- 
tnne ; it, however, was ayarded to another; 
and tiius were the ambitious hopes of Mrs. 
Cringewell axid her husband for ever 
blighted. Compelled to abandon the 
hpuse in wiiich they had for three y earg 
xeqided^ and wbidbi they hoped was.their 
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CAvn, Mrs. Cringewell once more retumed 
to that of her father, while her distracted 
husband. immediately left the North and 
came to London, in hopes of obtauiing 
some employment which would enable him, 
BS he Said, to provide for his family ; but cer- 
tain it is, that he never retumed, or ever aC- 
ter held any comnmnication with his wife." 

• " Poor. woman !" exdaimed Mary, with 
feeling ; " in that ' jcase ;ßhe was to he 
pitied." 

" I thought ISO once," said Mrs. Chud* 
leigh ; " but a person • who is well ac^ 
quaihted with the life of Mrs. Cringewell, 
has informed me of circumstances which 
soon changed my pity into coritempti 
Distracted at the loss of p?operty which 
he had been taught to consider as cer- 
tainly his own, and perhaps disgusted with 
the low-bred vulgarity, ignorance, .and 
levity of his wife, Mr. CringeweH, with a 
female companion more suited to his taste^, 
^nbarked for America, l^aving bis children 
:to thebenevölenceof theirmatemalgrandir 
Äther ; md. his wife.. to foHow, iC^e |jieflt9r 



«eä, the bent of %er 5)rivate inclinations. 

TPb this day yon will hear her talk of him 

*witfa an aflPected isemblance of pleasure, 

^ä cty dt the mention of his name ; ydt 

tlm dear, *this ^ver-to-be^lamented hus- 

hBiidf whose loss had nearly deprived her 

*of reasoR, was forgotten as?soon as the first 

Tolce of a lovet assailed har eai». I am 

Ignorant of the fü31 extent ofthat ciiminai 

^vaofiity wHdh induead her 4;o quit ihe pro- 

tectiön of 'her father, and to thiiow her 

«ehfldren entirely on his mercy. Erom him 

:they barere Teeeived an education which 

mui^t make ihem blush for the want of 

"rae in their mother ; I believe fliät it may 

i)e j«aid tliey harve seenlier, and that is all 

Her mode of Irving and her choiee of 

«companions have been equally reprehen- 

^ible : always aftended 1^ two or three 

fayoured admlrers, she has coritrived td 

eütend au ihe fashionable amusements, the 

n^Hferent watering^^places, and was once on 

<he hmlk. df falling a prey to fheidesign« 

eef a fpotman^ who, dressed in his master's 

wMl^PB, mAspaag Jikimaator!! feUies» haA 
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nearly brought her to consent to their 
'Union, by representing himself as what he 
was not T5iis was after many years Tiad 
'^psed, and not even a line from her hus- 
l)and had arrived to denote his being in 
'existence. Her urilncky p^sion soon 
Ijecame puülic, and ^be was obligtd to qiiil 
the scene^^f her disgrace m/ith all possible 
♦dispatch." 

" What a dreadftil lätuafion for a 
woman of delicacy T' säid Mary. 

" True, my fiiend ; büt as M rs. Cringe- 
well is not over-burthened with that im- 
&shionable quality, she soon forgot the 
*vexation she had met ^wifli : among a Va- 
riety of lovers, .who uiade her bouse their 
<5onstant resort, and whose presents con- 
tributed to the support of it, it is rather 
^Singular that >Mme of tbetii faave been 
really men of mind andrefined sentiments; 
xme in particular was so seriously attach- 
*ed to her, that Ihe -actuaUy proposed t^ 
marry "her, agäinst the consent of his fathav 
and fiiends : the day was fixed, every 
^Aing was prepaiiedy wbon Ab üthet cC 
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this young man, a worthy baronet, and Üie 
parent of a large family, fiu*cibly detain!^ 
his infatuated son, and carried him to his^ 
country-seat, many mües ftom town, where 
he continued nntll he had recovered his 
«enses and cpoled his passion, by the strong 
representations of his father, wbo had 
gatned more knowledge of Mts. Cringe- 
well than his son's attachment would at 
first believe. The brother of the lover was 
deputed to break the news to the lady, and 
to offer any indemriification ivhieh she 
might demand. Although the pure and 
heaven-bom passioia of love could never 
have inhabited the poHuted bosom of Mrs. 
Cringewell, it is certain that she feit bit- 
terly this heavy disappointment, and re- 
fused, as she says, to receive any reward 
for her loss ; she nevertheless continues to 
receive an annuity cf three himdred a-year, 
which is hers while she remains single." 

" Of course, then, she will never marry," 
Said Mary, " unless, indeed, she could en- 
sure to herseif a larger income/* 

" I should think npt/* replied JMä 
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CJbudleigb ; " her disposition is too light 
and inconstant to setüe to one object, yet 
she still continues to trifle; and though 
near fifty, expects the undivided homage 
öf every gentieman of lier acqoaintance. 
The present geneml Volatile möt with her 
during one of her summer excursions, and 
being related to her femily, mtroduced 
liimself with very little ceremony. Sinee 
then she hss been his confidant andbosom- 
friend; his house has aiways been her oo- 
casional horae ; and even after his marriage 
with Victoria, Mts. CringeweU has aiways 
made one ~at his table* When the general 
was ordered abroad, it appears that he re- 
quested her to devote herseif entirely to 
Ihe /protection of his y oung wife, whose 
high spirits and natural thoughtlessness of 
disposition required the presence of <a ma- 
temal friend to countenanee actions which^ 
though innocent, might be construed 
etherwise by the illiberal; bj such, in- 
deeä, as Mrs. Cringewell herseif." 

" The reqxiest of the general was ncrf; 
^^ pl^aäBg, I ishould think,^to her lady- 
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.*^lp," Said Mary ; " neither was the choiee 
•t)f her companion extremely flattering." 

^* Victöria's good-nature leads her te 
overlook tÜis eonduct of her husband ; I 
believe though läiat ^e is well aware of 
.the real character of hör dueima; and m 
Order to avoid the etemal fatigue of her 
tongue, whieh is5never silent,.she has givcn 
Sier fiill ,p0wer over the domestic concems 
of her establishment: by this means sbe 
rsecures to lierself the best <of the momm^ 
as Mrs. Cringewell, who prefersgoodliving 
1x) almost every thing eise, takes care t© 
make herseif perfectly acquäinted withthe 
^tate of the larder, and to have a liberal 
bill of fare, at the same time that she re- 
stricts the unfortunate «ervants, who, were 
it not jft>r the love they bear their niistress, 
would soon free themselves from thieir 
tormenting overlooker. I often wonder 
how Victoria can tolerate, tor a day, the 
Society of such a woman ; and did I nct 
know her to be above setting ^ny value on 
the fulsome compliments and sickening 
jQattery öf Mxs. Cringe weH^ I should feaDjr 
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athibiite to this ha* wonderfiil Forbear- 
ance« I wish to guard you, iriy dear 
Mary, againiA Tier seeming attachment ; 
sfae will parofess a warm affection for you 
at first sight, but beware of her -; she even u 
more dangerous as a fiiend than as an 
enany ; ^and sfaould you unluckily become 
an object of greater ^tention than herseif, 
she will ncrt; be Tery delicate as to what re- 
pcHrts she may raise to your disadvantage.* 

^ Heaven ddend me from the misery of 
bdng : known to her!" exdaimed Mary* 
Bao^ully^ 

^ And yet, for my sake, Tny dear girl^ 
I hope you will «lot reftise to be intro- 
duced to her-, f<M* mercy's sake do not let 
me suifer any other penance than what 
her presence will inflict," 

Mary ismiled affecdonately oh her ^ith- 
ful friend — " TPor your saOker-'she replied, 
cmphaticaDy, ^* I would^neounter a much 
greitter evil than even the «dangerous So- 
ciety of Mrs. CringewelL** 

Towards tKfe close of the day, tlie tnu 
v^elliilg carriage of lady Victoria Volalile 
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arrived, and with it her ladyship and her 
•duenna. The tendemess with which she 
«mbraced Mrs. Chudleigh, and the anxiotfs 
inquhies she madeaflter her health» imme- 
diately prepossessed Mary m her ladyship's 
favour ; she, however, could not avoid re- 
^arding her oompanion with a look of 
dread, while Mrs. Gringewelli in return, 
observed her wilii a scrutinizing eye. 

** My beloved Mary !^ said JMLrs. Chud- 
leigh. Mary hastened towards her. ** Lady 
Victoria VolatUe, Miss Seymour: Mrs. 
Cringewell, Victoria, to this young lady 
I am indebted for the only cheerful mo- 
ments that I have known for these two 
years ; love h^ first for my sake, and then 

" You have made a request tiiat I shaU 
perform with pleasiue," replied her lady- 
ship. 

" Dear Miss Seymour!" cried Mrs. 
Cringewell, hastily advancing towards 
Mary, and kissing her cheek, *^ I am your 
&iend. for ever ; I am etemally obliged to 
ytaai; next to my Iwely lady Victoxis^ 
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Mrs. Chudleigh is the dearest ^ Mend I 
iiave on eartb." 

" Where is William ? He was to have 
been wifh me yesterday/' inquired Mrs, 
Chudleigh. 

" He will be here to-night,'* replied har 
ladyship ; " but I know that bis business 
will detain him until late ." 

Mrs. öhudleigh now rose to accompany 
lady Victoria to her dressing-room. Look- 
ing sign^cantiy at Mary, die said~« I 
will trouble you this once^ Miss Seymour, 
io have the goodness to conduct Mrs, 
•Cringewell to her Chamber,'* 

For the first time Mary feit a repug- 
nance to comply with a request of her 
iriend ; she however Wjas obliged to offer 
her arm to the buxom widow, who all of a 
suddai was so very much fatigued with 
her jomney, that «he really could not äs- 
tend the stairs without the assistance of 
Miss SeymouR Common politpness com^ 
pelled Mary to remain with Mrs. Cringe- 
well while she was chaqgmg her dress, m 
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mhe could not with decency qüit lier wh He . 
she was asking a thousand tjuesfions, an4 
-Teply ing to mort of them TiersdC 

Mary gazed on her with aetonishment ' 
.as she arrayed herseif, with tibe as^stanee 
^f her W£äting-maid, f&r the-evening ; she 
expected to see sir Wilüam Beaufbrt, and 
therefore decked hersdf out in what she 
«deemed her most becoming dröss. Having 
tak^i off her riding-habit and blaekbeaver 
hat, she first nibbed on her face and neck a 
:«iufBcient quantity »of ^pearl-powder ta 
tjonceal the yellowness of her skin ; ha* 
cheeks were then highly rouged, and hesr 
»eyebrows received an additional stroke 
from the pencil; a bright chesnut wig 
tx)vered her dark grey Tiäir, on which she 
placed a wreath of primroses and yiolets, 
to match a pale and delicate robe of yel- 
low silk, cut very low in the back and 
hosom, the latter of whidh she seemed 
«proud of displaying, even to Mary, who 
Ifelt the fcolour tinge her cheek, as she re- 
(fiollected that this wanton vioktion äT 
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^ecency was the act of one whose age and! 
cxperience should have taught her to her 
more prüden t> 

" I think," Said Mrs. CrmgeWefi, äs she 
survey ed her fiill persen in the gtass with 
evident satisfaction, ^ that the^pesent* 
modeof dressing is hi^faly beooming;: don't 
you, Miss Seymour?'^ 

" If i»t earried t© excess," rejdied Mary. 

**Ah, I aee you are, Hke Mrs. Chud«- 
feigh^ n6 adyocate for fashion ; but she may 
be exeused, poor dear creatme» she faa^ 
sudi had h^th : you look rather sickly ^ 
Miss Seymour; why^for gpodoess' sidce» 
4mk^t ym wear souge ? you would k)okas 
wdB again: you are dread&lly pale; let 
me put m HAtle enr-^do» now; you wiU 
Heuser ht admired by the nien^ unless you> 
ttuke my advioe;: aüd mdäfyr my ^weet 
gif It ymx aie very pietty ." 

•*No,^thank you," criedMarjri shrinkiDg, 
ftraa hergsaqt 

^ Oh, you Isftife stUy thingf I suppose 
y0u füar tiie o^nsure cxf Mrs. Chudleigh>, 
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täie whole world, and my great fevourite^ 
has yet some very odd notions. Now I 
think of it, Dixon, give me that lace hand- 
kerchief, I must throw it over my Shoulders, 
for fear that my very dearfriend should 
be alarmed for my health this chill even- 
ing. Do I look tolerable, Miss Siey mour ?" 
again surveying herseif in the glass ; " sir 
William is a man of taste, and I should 
not choose him to think me iü-dressed.'* 
Rest satisfied, madam," replied Mary^ 

that sif William can only have one opi- 
nion of your charms, and that must be the 
same as every man of taste.'* • 

" Oh, you dear creature ! I must kiss; 
you for that, it was so prettily said : come, 
let US go down into the dining-parlour ; I 
hope we shall have the dinner well 
cooked ; I have not patience to see good 
things iU dressed ; do you know what the 
bill of fare is to-day ?^ 

Mary answered in the negative; and 
they now descended to join Mrs. Chud- 
leigh and lady Victoria: the former, on 
behölding the exposed * dress of Mrs. 

2 
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Cringewell, cast a glance at Mary, expres- 
sive of her disgust ; while the eyes of lady 
VictcMria, who held out her hand as she en- 
tered, convinced Mary that her partial 
friend had made her one of the snbjects of 
their conversation. 

Fortunately for all present, the dinner 
was served up exactly to Mrs. Cringewell's 
palate ; she picked a little from one thmg, 
then from another, until she had tasted of 
all the dishes ; and what was very won-^ 
derftil, found not a fault with any of them. 
The dessert, however, was not quite so ex- 
cellent v but the wines made amends ; they 
weresogood, that she really must take an 
extra glass, Mary, who had unluekily be- 
conäe her very dear friend^ was the chief 
person to whom she addressed herseif; and- 
Mary sat like Patience on a monument,. 
not, however, smiling at grief, but listen- 
ing to the vulgär display of Mrs. Cringe- 
well's knowledge in cookery. 

" How I should like to instruct you, my 
hvely girl, in this necessary art! do you 
know tha^ I In general make all thep^try. 
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and nice things at lady Victcwia's ? I saTe 
her the expence of a hous^eq)er, wbidr 
yoa knoMT is aa obfect in* tfaese hard 
i&nes ; «it is not merely the wages» it is^ 
what those creatares waste, that is of am«- 
sequenee; and her ladyship, sweet angdf 
iB so grateftil to me for the care i take m 
Hianagmg her domestic affiiir?!' My loti 
BeaufoFt, her dear father, says, he thinL» 
there is' not such another woman in the 
World asf mysetf j when I am at Beaufi)rt 
House, I make myself quite at home ; I 
ge and chat with the old hous^eeper^ 
deargood soul that she is ! and she lets me* 
just do as I please r my k>rd likes" no pas- 
try so well as mmej' 

" Are you giving Miss Seynaour a les- 
sen in housekeeping, GringeweH?^ Said 
kdy Victoria, smüing^good-naturedfy. 

** I fear she will make but ä bad scho^ 
liar," cried Mrs;. Chudleigh ; ^ dthongh m 
many other things she is perffeeHTy able i» 
become a master." 

They now retumed to the dMwhig^ 
Y^mn, vrbcre Mary vainly hoped^to escape 
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tbe weariscwne nkmotony 'öf MHi i Cnnge- 
well's tangae; she hbwever fbahd that'to 
loe impossible, as talking»wa8 tieeessary to 
iier existence:' aH tfaat 8he faad thei^ote 
to do ymi to be» ' quidijf mth thü^wia- 
Toidable ejöl until the luiivid <if «ir Wä- 
üäm, who, ehe doubtoed not, woald then 
become the -object of Mts. Cringewell^ alt- 
•tentkai;" - ^ .■:ir; :•. '-inr-r vf .-.j';-) 

White poor Mary iiraÄ^^^ töhheadted» 
lady Victoria was eiideavouring, • to« ^ Jicsr- 
sqpde her friend to give irp,' or at Iclatft'tb 
postpone, herimsit to Cadiz ; sHe ^tep^ 
-sented all that she would sufifer in 'her 
preaesit State of hetdth frotn ä sea^sickhebs, 
and froai the melancholy ^rpoü of her 
voyäge: but vain were her friendly ^coim- 
4sels:; thie mind ©f JVIrs, Chudleigh was äl- 
xeady made up.to the trial ; -she oply feit 
aregret at leaving'Maryrbehind; Goidd 
4she with propriety ask her tO'acc^mpaiiy 
her abrdatd^ {she.wäold then leave Sngland 
with fiiatisfaetioh : this wish shef^ h6W4M4r, 
coneealed from lady Victoria, at'jthfe^iritifte 
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-lime that lihe was hvtsh irr her praise of 
cihe^frietid titus teoenüy acqmred, yet so 
f »iiiioöcdy beloved. 

5. : Mm Ciingeitell eVen fotgot fixr a*iiK>. 
.onent her'finiourite topic, and b^^ed and 
.^Jnrsjred W'her dear^ her darJitig Mrs. 
f-€buffleiglr iiot to go to'Spaan. , " If your 
. husbsad was li ving, indeed, it wouldbe a 

different matter; but, for God's ioke taow, 
/ifear Mra. Chiidleigh, what is tiiie göod of 
.nmiiing so mueh risk, only to look at his 
rtonatb? Ah me! dewrly as I adcxred my 
--poor, 'dear Mr. CringieiTCll, yet I i^ould 
•never have gone after him to America, 
, mdess I could have been assured that he 
•was aüve to welcome me; no woman 
• could dote on a man more than I did on 

him ; aiid I believe that he worshipped the 
^viery ground I trod on, üntil he lost that 
' iestate which drove him mad, and sent 
'-hrat abroad.** 

!' -^Just at this moment, when the e3nBS of 
fMrSi, Cringewell were fuU of ready tears, 
^ wludi'she could call forth at pleasuie^ sir 

William made his appearance« 
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how de I look? Have I not jmde my^fätf 
afiright? I had not an idea tibftt be wius so 
<near us.'' :The approadi of «r Wülinoi, 
wha^ fini^ed apealdng to Mrs. Obud- 
l^igb» made her tum frpm Mary towai^ 
;him. She ]?eque9ted tb^t he ^ovliiisit 
dowii by her ^mA teil het tiiie news^ £»r Ae 
was dymg for want of bis .pneKsmce 4o 
.aiuaaoate her £ii]jqn 

'' .You are not fimous» :my ße^t Mxb. 
. Cnng^weli," cried or WjUiam, gaily>,aa 
Jie placed bimsdf between her and)Miay 
cm the sofa; '^ iVith 9ueh a opmfsama^ß 
.Mis&ä^yBiour you can never be ^^dl ;*has 
.she favoured ypu with her . fiif^tanting 
voice ?^ 

" No, fflr William," she rq^ljfid, playing 
^with the ]ßoe faandkerchief» ^iidbicb „ooea- 
aioiifüiy e^^po^ed to bioibßr boscnn; r'^bfnt 
.now t^t.you are come, I ^ßte aay that 
«Mi^&Sejmo^rw^ Tbisii^ 

iiiot sfttd &om any irä;h to hearthetsn^ 
.i^afiting vpioe o£ Mfory» but j|s(ffiQ^ aj^ 

v^rr^.» 



«tö -mjpy, tiÄdii^lurlied, »« /^^ö^^- with 
ifik- Witti»m Beaüfort; - ■ C 
^ At the Irtftjuest of Mrs. X^tMLieigh^ Mary 
tßöartödliertäf Bt the piajto { ditt neiüier the 
-beaüty- of her- voieej n(n: the eiKcelkbee öf 
*«Jjfla^iiigr öould silenoe'Öie löqukeity of 
iHrWCMfigeivelli and sir ^William fouiiä 
'hw {)folil^es6 seVerely täsked to keep him 
4)y'hövside. 

"I hate müsiej" sald'^Ähe; " I aften 
yfi^dün *whät the^eife ki it ^to make people 
«t)ptai*Äs if tKey w^ yetldo 

fÄ**^^like Ä good song ; ai^ l^liss Sey- 
inöüiT hsa *ä very pretty voice." 
^ji »** It is afa tiricommonly sweet ohe," re- 
l^lied BW -William, vexed at the interrup^ 
tion ; " I could listen to it for ever.^' 
V/ • K Sfte would be a good-loöking, nay, 
rather ä handsome girl, if she was not so 
^^{e'i don'tycwi think aö, sir William ?" 

• • «'*^ I.think^'^ Said hey " that eoloür is ab- 

• ÄÄutdiy necessary -to shew off a piain face ; 

'but tlÄ)Hgh it is a greatimprovemfent even 

tör ä»ii*rids6ine oiie, firie features must al- 

ways be gazed on with admiratiön^ eveu 
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thövgh the dieek be coldiurless. Miss* 
Seymöur^s pal^ness^ I rather tfaink, pro» 
ceeds from re^jent indispögitioii.'' 

" Then^ ybu think her fiandsome, sir 
WilBiPH' ? ^ Biit yow -probably prefer a little 
delicate girl, like Miss Seyxnour, to a 
wöfiia» öf ä matiü:^ age.-' 

i Sir William understood the questicm; 
Ws eycis ji£^urally tomed on thelady who 
had made it ; the freedom of h^r löoks and 
the exposvfre bf her perspii, which at her 
time of liffe was even more düsgusting than - 
in youth, produced on his mind a far dif^ 
ferent effeet to that intended ; Mary, h^r 
fine form dressed in black «ilk, with a 
tucker of . white lace, which totally con- 
cealed her fair and beautifujjyrpropartioned 
bosom, with no omamentr on' her head^ 
except her own rieh brown hair, was so 
striMng aeontrast td Mrs. Cringewell, that, 
was it possible he could hesitate to which 
to giire the preference? Was Mary, mo- 
dest and düiident in all her actions, for a: 
räoment to be compared with tbo grossly- 
ipdelicate .an4 waptpn figure by l|is side ?, 
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*• By Heavens T' thooght sir WiSfam, ** tÜe 
generat ' mai^t be mad to huve pkeed tiä» 
woman as a model far my yotu^ tiiter t36 * 
copy from : should Victoria becotee her 
pupil, he w91 haveno "vrife' tö receiTe faim 
wheri he returns.** 

•* What are you thinkm^ of, sfa* Wü- 
lia«ä?*'saidMrs. Cringew^D, looking füll 
in his faoe^ and then pretending tr> adfust 
her necklace» 

^ I waÄ tMnking,'' he rqplied, *• fJiat it 
vtBB Spange you should haye deemed it 
necesi^ry to ask the question you Äd, 
s\r^ce there could be no döübt of the real 
State (rf^my sentiments " 

The inordinate t^anity of ]Mb*s. Cringe- 
well led her to beheve that the preference 
would be given to herseif; she therefore • 
smiled encoura^ngly on sir William, who 
feit some eonsolation for the deprivation 
he suffered, when he saw that his sister 
seemed to pay particular attention to the 
flerformänce of Mary, to whom she behaved 
with a kindness which denoted that she 
ura&ah^eady infonned of her value. 
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When Mary retired for the night, Mrs. 
Crmge^wll asked a hundred questions 
conoeming her— where did she live? to 
whpm did she bdlong? had she any for- 
tune? To all of whidi Mrs. Chudleigh 
coolly replied, that Miss Seymour was at 
present with^ afiriendon the heath; that 
she was jbsxi oiphaii, who had beeome as 
dear to her as a sister ever could, and that 
she was an example of disinterested and ' 
g^ieious.friendship. Although sU^eed 
by thii^ guarded reply of the amialde in* 
yalid, Mrs» Cringewell nev^thdess deter- 
mined totiy what could be gather^ ^^ 
her own maid, whom she desired« to gain, * 
as soon as possible, all the ii^ormation ishe 
couM respecting the young person so 
highly praised and so hsghly belbved by 
Mrs. Chudleigh. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



r^wn^'Tlrw 



In öbedience to the Orders of her mistre^ 
Dixon made the necessary ihquiries of Mrs. 
Chüdlieigh's. maid, who, for some reason er 
other best known to hersdf, was not quite 
söj&iendly inclmed towärds Mary as the 
rest ©fithe domestics. FrcHn her Dixon 

• 

leamt; that the favourite to whom Mrs. 
Cbudleigh had become so strongly attach- 
ed, and wh^n she deemed worthy to be 
the companion of lord Beaufort's daugh- 
ter, was a very suspicious character ; she 
had been introducgd to her lady by Mrs. 
Richardson, whose little girls took lessofis 
in music of her; but Mrs. Richardson, she 
believed, was very glad to get rid of her: 
for her part, indeed, she had no patience 
with öueh sort of people, who set them- 
selves up to be gentlewomen, and were 
oflen no better than they should be ; sh$ 
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passed, indeed, for the aunt c^thelitüe 
boy, whom she had the boldness to bring 
yne day to see her lady ; but she^ somehow 
3r other, suspepted that the child was her 
3wn : she had seien old Mrs. Byron, who 
kx)ked a very odd sort of per$on, and who 
:)ught, at her time of life, to be thinking 
:>f something eise than countenancing such 
ioings. 

Dixon, who had at first taken Mary for 
some lady of fortune, and consequently 
paid her great respect, now joined in re* 
loHng, her, in terms as bitter as if she had 
ione her a personial injury, Hearing the 
9(mnd of Mrs, Cringewell's bell, she hur- 
ried to disdose the imporCant intelligence 
$he had just received, well knowing that 
lüeh commuhicatiojis were a sure ^spori 
to the &vour of h&r mistress. 

r 

Nothing could. exceed the- inaligBant 
ioy which took possessio^ of Mrs, Grkige. 
Mrell's features on hearing the slanderous 
tale of her waiting-maid; she et^en ne- 
glected to spend the usual time in de(KK 

.a3 
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iMing her'pen^n, that she might hasten t6 
I3ie diamber^iai^ Victoria hefote she had 
^^tfeedit. H^^kdyslüp,lÄ>wever, notwitb. 
i^taEBding lier ttatoral lefvify cfmkid^ was toa 
good-a[iatured aDicl itoo geüe^aus to reeeiTe 
^kiiy ^^raöficidicm &om tlieiMieCEä repcatts 
4)( her duemia. ^ It is :8S1 HEtee, you may 
he ^äBsiaredy^isaadätei ^a xnere idie tafe, 
Taised by «oine one who is jttbus df äie 
l)eäaty and tfiknts c^ Miss Seymonr ; the 
toH««<y or 1« ™™en, ™a te Wqf 
80 bighly «stecmed by Maria, pnnre äie 
ifiilsity of the slanÜerous pait of die tq- 
toDür ; and if she h poor, and wiäies to 
procure agenteellivuig by teachmg muac^ 
I ^eaDy think it does her great cre^Bt.^ 

^ Ahl your lady^shlp is so ldnd> so con- 
i&äerst^ ulwayisready to make excosesfcr 
faults in othen^ which you do not possess 
y ötürseif ; well, I only wish lAmtdecir angel, 
who is so like you, may not T>e deceived 
lli MiÄs Seymoör. Poor Ihing! I beasp 
her Tio ill will ; I wonld not injure lier Hat 
the w^d, poor gM 1 I pity her if she h 
ialsely accuscd: hat, my deasr ladj Ticto- 
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lim I ownlwasangry at fint, beomse I 
thought sudi Company not proper for you 
tp keep — ^you, who are tfae oiily daughter 
of the earl of Beaufort." 

*' And wi& of genq^l VoIatQe^" replied 
ber ladysfaip^ half fareathing a sigh. Tbe . 
next moment she added» laugl^ii^y— ^ 
** My dear Cringewel], I had almost^ for- 
got to tbank you fpr the care.you have al*. 
ways had of my reputation ; but iq[ thia 
ipstance do not be alarmed; it c^ never 
auffer from assodating with.the chosen. 
fiiend of my dear Mpria, What will you 
do with. yourself this moming? Supppse 
you, out qf kiodness to Mrs. Chudleigh» 
just see how the seryants are going pn; 
they have but ala^ time ofit» I dare say,, 
during her illness : Maria will esteem it a 
g;reat favour, and when the bill of &re i$ 
^ought up» you Order what you please» 
thafs a good soul.'' 

" Ah, well ; but wont sir William won- 
der what has beoome of me ?** 

^ 111 iQake an exouse for. you: Miss 
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Sfeyriibur and'färe going to practise ov^ 
soiiie neti^Vmusk; after Irfeakfast, and I 
knöw' you.'#Öüid rather be out of the 
way." 

■ ** I hate mtisic,'' grumbled Mrs. Crihge- 
wdl toherself,'as she-'followed her kdy- 
shf p. into the breakfkst-parlour; 

"Mary was not yet arrived, and Mrs. 
Chfudl^igh anä: sh^ William were impa- 
tä^tljr waitiiig fbr her: the fontier had 
^£i§(s^ ä sleepfess night, and was feverish 
änd ühwelli the feikome attentions' and 
tiiimeroüs irlqüiries of Mrs. Cringewell 
öppiressed. her, while the absence of Mary 
önly i^erved to remind hei^ that Jter pre- 
^ence had almost become necessary to her 
^xistence. Her entrance was greeted with 
ä smile of affection, and the tendemess of 
Märy's voice and Mary's eyes seemed to 
revive the languid spirits of Mrs. Chiid- 

leigb. 

Biess me!" cried Mrs. Cringewell, 

how I envy you, my dear Mis» Sey- 

möur \ you are such a favourite with my 
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dear Mrs. Clmdleigli, that I really do not 
tfemk she can live without you.'' 
^ " Yet I must endeavour tö do so," re^* 
plied the invalid, with a sigh. 

** Surely Miss Seymcnir will go with 
yoü to Spain," cöntinued the ever-talkative 
Mrs. Cringewell. 

"I am not so selfish as to request such a 
thing; Miss Seymour has already, with 
€he greatest disinterestedness, devote<i to 
me the principal part of her tiiöe, which i» 
Aore than I shall ever be able to repay.** 

Well, if I was ^you, Miss Seymour, I 
should certainly go with Mrs. Chudleigh ; 
who knoWs but that you may be bom to 
be m^nied to a Spanish husband, and be-^ 
come one of the Spanish donnas : I have 
heard say, sir William, that the Spaniards 
are dreadfully jealous; I am Sure I should 
not like to have one, though reälly,if it were 
not for my iweet kdy Victoria, I would 
go with yoo, itoy dear Mrs. Chiidldgh, 
myself ; you dorft know what an excel* 
lent nurse I am, and what a vast number 
bf Wcdthings I can make/' 
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. *' It would be very unsafe for ffou to 
venture to Spain»" replied sir William» 
$miling ir(xiically ; '' for it is certain that 
the hiaze of your beauty would captivate 
many a Spanish heart, and the conse- 
quence would be fatal to some of them.; 
no, no, my lovely Mrs, Cringewell, you do 
quite mischief enough at home without 
spreading it abroad.» 

** After stich a eompliment as that,*' said 
lady Victoria, " I hope I shall never hear 
a Word against sailors ; no landsman oould 
have said a neater thing." 

*' Sir William has leamt the art of flafe- 
tery, I perceive," replied the delighted 
duenna, giving him a look of fond appro* 
bation ; " jfer his sake I will be more libe* 
. ral, in future, of my dvilities towards gen* ^ 
tlemen of his profession,'' 

Lady Victoria now mentioned her in* 
tention of going early to town the next 
inoming; and as she seemed extremdy 
anxious for Mary to accompany her^ Mrs» 
Chudleigh seconded her wishes. "The 
ride will be of Service to you, my dcaf 
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Maiy ," Said she ; " cio not hedtate on my 
acGount, my love, as I shall be busy with 
«ir William for several hours.'' 

Mary therefore assetited to the 'request 
öf her ladyship, who promised to call and 
take her up. This settled, they withdrew 
to the music-room, whither sir William 
accompanied them; whUe Mrs. Cringe^ 
well stalked ofF to tfaat of the house^ 
teeper, and from thaice into the kitchen, 
ivhere she soon convinced the servants 
that, althbiigh the daughter of a gentle- 
man, and niece to a baronet, descended 
fröni öne bf the most andeht fiunilies in 
England, she was fkr, very far from being 
herself a gentlewoman, 

Mrs. Cringewell knew of lady Victoria*« 
Intention to go to town, but had meant to 
dedine going, that she might have the op- 
porttmity offooling with sir William, üntil 
her ladyship meiitioned calUfiffon Mary; 
tibie idea immediately Struck her, that she 
diould then have a chance pf seeing the 
repuied nejAew of IVßss Sey mour. -Thii 
was sufficierit evea to make her fcsrego the 
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deligbt of trifling with sir William, and she 
therefore got ready the next moming l^ 
the same hour as her l^dyship. 

Before the c^rriage stopped at Mrs. 
Sutton's^ Mrs. Cringewell proposed that 
they should go in, and have a peep at 
Mary*s infant charge. 

Her ladyship, who doted on children, im- 
mediately cpnsented ; and le»ping gaily out 
of her carriage, tbix into the pörlour, where 
Mary, who saw her alight, and who feit 
coiusiderable vexation at beholding Mrs»^ 
Cringewell, instantly joined them. 
. " My dear Miss Seymour," cried lady 
Victoria, " do favour vis with one kiss of 
your little nephew ; I got out on purpose 
to see him." 

" Ah do now, dear Miss Seymour ; we 
areso fondof children," saidMrs. Cringewell. 
' Mary, though inwardly chagrined, yet 
could not with propriety refuse; she 
therefore retumed and fetched the bloom- 
ing boy, whose beauty attracted even the 
attention of Mrs. Cringewell ; while lady 
Vii:jtoria loaded him with caresses, and iu 
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ihe delight of fondling ' bim, had nearly 
forgotten that her carriage was wäiting ta. 
coBVey her to town, The curiösity of her 
companion, howeveri, being gratified, she 
remiiided her kdyship of their intended 
joumey; who, kissing hun again and 
again, piromised, as she gavehim to Sophy, 
to bring back with her ptenty of eakes and 
tpys for the lovely cherub. 
• Although the son of Monteith was the 
exact hnage of his fatjier, yet Mrs, Cringe- 
well persisted that the.child strongly re- 
seinbled his aunt, and inquired whether hi» 
mother was not very Hke Mary, as any 
body. who saw them might easily teil that 
they were very chsely related ? 

In saying this, she looked füll in the 
face of Mary, who feit the blood rush into 
her eheeks ; tili remembering that it was 
not likely that her disagreeable tormentor 
had any knowledge of how very closely 
they were related, she assumed courageto 
reply^ — « That it wa§ the first time she had 
fever been told that the islightest resem- 
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Idance'submted between herself and ha^ 
nephew.** 

*' I do not see it, I oonfeiss,'^ said hdy 
Victoria; '^butyou aie&mous for finding 
out likenesses, Cringewell, that do not ex- 
ist: he* is ca*tainly one of tfae sweetest 
boys I ever bdiield ; and if I were bis aunt^< 
I should not like to lose 8ight of him for a 
moment." 

To the great relirfof Mary, who cor- 
dially disliked Mrs. Cringewell» sbe. saw 
her set doMm at lady Vietoria's town<*hous^ • 
and heard, with joy, that she was to re- 
main until their return. The caniage 
was then ordered to proceed to colonel 
Momington's, in Albemarle-street. " I; 
am going to pay a lying-in visit," said her 
ladyship, " where I shall have one of the^ 
greatest treats in the world — ^that of nurs« 
ing the baby. It is Mrs. Momington's- 
first, and I dare say the dear creature will 
be nearly killed with kindness, as well by 
the sisters of my friend, as by its mother." 

On their alighting, they were met at the 



heid cf the stadrs by a ^dB^ 'ekg«nt yoüog 
wojaabi whd» after embiadnglitr kidyfihip» 
exfniBed her pleasi£re at thus imexpected** 
ly 86iäi]^her in London, and then hurried 
ha* and Mary into the drawing-rooln, 
wh€i:e^they were joined by another young 
lady, whose sweetly-pensive countenance 
had beeü too indeübly imprihted on the 
mind bf Mary for her to doubt for an in- 
stant "whetherit was not Delia Fitzroy. 

The surprise of Mary at finding hersdlf 
thus auddcsüy led into the preseiice of her 
Cousins, was not greater than that whieh 
was visible on the features of Delia, on 
beholding, as she deexned her, the beloved 
object of George Fitzroy's affeetions. She 
started, tumed pale,, and* with düficulty 
requested Mary to sit down ; whüe her 
sister conducted lady Victoria to the bed- "- 
Chamber bf the happy mother. 

Atlength Delia gained courage to in^ 
qulre if she had not the pleasure of seeing 
Miss Seymour once before, in Company 
with lieutenant George Fitzroy, at the 
tlieatre ? . \ 
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" Mary, who too well knew what war 
passing in the mind of her oousin, and whä 
longed to undeceive her, replied that she 
perfectly well remembered the evemng^ 
as Mr. Fitzroy had mentioned to her his 
relationship to the lady to whom he had 
bowed. 

*• I hope he is well," said Delia, in a con- 
fused voice; " perhaps you have heaitl 
from him lately ? He is a very amiable 
young man ; and as we were brought üp 
tögether, I cannot help feeling an interest 
in his wetfare, which will aceount for the 
inquiry I have just made.*' 

" He was quite well when I last heard 
from him," said Mary, " and expects to 
retum to England in a short time: the 
kind inquiiy you have made will, I know, 
be highly gratifyingto him." 

A faint blush crossed the eheek of 
Delia ; she looked inquisitively in the face 
of Mary; then casting her eyes on the 
ground, she said, in a tremulous accent — 
'' Mr. Fitzroy, since he quitted my father's 
house, has made new friendships, which I 
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fear hava quite obliterated those of his early 
years ; are yoa acquainted, Miss Seymoür, 
' with his sister ? I am sure she must be ami* 
able; I have always loved her, and alwsys 
iamented that family«<3rcumstaaoes pre* 
■"Vented my telling her so." 

>• In her name I thank you," replied 
•Mary, gratefuUy, " ^ttid Can assure you 
• that, although «he is debarred the happi- 
-ness of your society, «he feels for ypu the 
fi^giaid of a sister ; and o^^ your account 
alone, will ever regret that false pride 
wliich hsüs made you strangers to each 

otheri'' 

The eye's of Delia now sparklcd witli 
' delight ' '^ : Dear Miss Seymour !" said 
H^,' tising hastily, and taking from the 

tkble'a pair of «dssars, with which she cut 

fh>m her hiead a ringlet ofliair, ** will you 
" häve the kindness to present to my cousin 

Mary this trifling pledge of my affection ? 
•Tdl liier it comes fix)m one who loves her 
-dcarly;- ariS who,'if she dared, would fly to 
^^tts^e her crfit personalty." 

- Maiy, overeottie by the artless and ge- 
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nuine affection of h^r amiaUe cousin, 
could not resist an opportunity -nviiidi 
might never again occur ; she praned the 
paper to her Ups which contained thehwr 
of Delia; and then placing it in h^ b6- 
som, she untied her bonnet, and cutting 
off one of the bright curls that odpmed 
her head, she pres^ited it to the astoniabed 
Delia» saying — '' Receive, dearest Deli«» 
from Mary h^rself a simikr ^kedge : how 
little did I im^ne» on aitering this houie, 
that I should h&ve the happuaess pf seäng 
one who is not too praud to ad£nowl6dge 
in her heart her relationship to the sister of 
George Fitzroy." 

Delia in a moment dasped her arms 
round the neck of Mary, and kissing beer 
afiectionately , repeated over and over again 
her long-cherished regard, and the addi- 
tional pleasure she now feit, at haying it 
in her power to see and assure her of her 
sentiments in her favour. " Ah !" said 
she, colouring deeply, " I üttle dreamed 
that you were the sister of G^ecnrge : wh^L 
I first saw you at the Öieatre, . bis atten« 
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<^ Ücns to yon woe those of a lover ; andas 

sudi Ihäve ever since regrrded him : dear, 

dear'Maiy, I am so transported, I scarce 

'^kdaw'what I «y ; yet why were you in- 

troduced to me as Mus Seymour f* 

: TMs itimple question broke tiie fairy 

HBpeü'which held the thoü^ts of Mary in 

! Tiaionaiy lapture ; a sigh of bitter reool- 

«lection e^caqped her — " My dear Delia," 

^8aid: shß, while the starting tear dimmed 

* 

cäieUistre cS her eyes, ** that is tiie oiüy 
■i-vmxse by which I am known to lady Vic- 
: töria ; dromistances compel me, fb- a 
time, to drop Äiy own: should we meet 
. again, you diall know the mihappy cause ; 
^initil then, remember that I am Miss Sey- 

*^ 'Ah, my dear cousin ! and are you uu- 
• liappy? >Ah me! what would I give to 
rha^eiSie -power to aUeviate any distress 
J rfyours ! My dear fitther has been deaai 
-neariy twdve months, and my mother, 
-'ivliose h^lth is fast deelining, urges me 
to maity lord Bodmyn» that she may see 
cmeeivedl s^itäed -:du]ing - her lifetiypcie ; if I 
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thought, Mary, that you would ever he 
persuaded to ooyie and. reside with me, aiid 
consider my house as your own, I should 
not feel quite so muck reluctance to obey 
my mother's wishes." 

Mary again eiribraced the afFectiomate 
^1, and thanked her for this fresh proof 
of her esteem« ** On no account» my dear 
Cousin," Said she, " allow yourself to he 
persuaded to bestow your hand, unlos 
your heart accompanies it ; the tendemess 
of your disposition ^\^uld not permit . yaa 
to be happy with a man whcrai you did 
not prefer to every other." 

Delia blushed deeply, then tumed pale. 
*' I willflatter myself," said^she^ " tliat this 
unexpected interview is only the prelude to 
niany others ; should I be isö fortunate as to 
sce yöu again, I will repose that confidence 
in your alFeetion and lionour which I have 
not done to either ofiny sisters: hark! I 
hear EHzabeitlVs fbot; dear and ever«-he- 
loved Mary, one more embrace ; do not 
forget me — my heart is yours.** 

Mary retumed the £riendly pressure 
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• 

with a waraith of feelihg, a vivsdiy' of 
manncr, that reminded Ddiaof theabsetit 
Qeotge^txid made his sister döuWyMlear 
to h». - Remember," cried Msry, iTast 
tily/**that I am Miss Seytnouh* The 
«itrance of lady Victoria and Miss Fitzi^ 
rdfj pretented her saying move. ' ' 
>v** I b^ pardo», Misd Seymouf,'* aäid 
her ladyship, " for staying'so long^; btitl 
hare heexh so much ettö^aged in * ntirsing» 
that I quiteforgot.the h6un Dea^Delia; 
you look bette? than when I last saw yöu ; 
haw is Bodmyn? iany nearer hig felteity 
than he was ^two ;ittotiths ägo ? nay, : no 
bhnshing, DeUa, or I s^all think you realiy 
mean to have brai." . ; * ' ' [ - * 

, **:To be sure she doesi,** «aid Elizabeth, 
gaily ; " I teil my mother that it is not 
quite fair that Delia sfaoüld be mamed be- 
foce ioae, and that she should be greefed 
with the title of ^ your lady^ip,' : while 
Saiah is piain Mw. Momington; and I 
and Barbara perhaps are destined* to be- 
eome old inaids; I wish lörd Bcdmyn 
would have me instead of l^elia."'/ 

VOL.. IV. H 



Mbetib^" 9aid her »steiv gmvely. 

•^ Thank you, Öiank you P' replied Eü^ 
«at^etb» laugbihg ; ^' but I am not so cer« 
tWQt that Im ksn&Mp wSl agKe to the 

" Upon my wordi" cried lady Yictsoria^ 
M^ber iMRiciI caaeeleas majosnen. "^ I know not 
wboü totibink of you» Defia; this indiffisr« 
enci» tar he^iamß^th^ wifeof a Icmi is traly 
suipxisistg: mafty a girl at your ^^ 
would W glad' to have the same good 
«fige^: hiit oom^» Mia^ Seymonr,^ I ham 
many placea tO; call at ; a»rd poor Grings« 
wiaä Witt tiiiok I ha^v« qmte ibigotten her." 

" Stay, Victoria ; you have öofe tcü m 

Iwwr long you mean to reaaaan in town,** 
3»d Elizabeidl. 

^* Kot hxiger thanr a week^"* veplied her 
Iadt)rsfaip; '* I then^ retum to my fiithee's. 
I wkh it webß pofisible to persuada MeansL 
to ^ve up het mad voyage/ and acooDBi- 
jMmy me to Beaüfort Houm ; we have got 
suish a dßlightafiü party thece» yoawcnild 
be enchantfid to make 0ne anacHig Üiem;'' 



^ Haw imfi»tuimte that the genemi 
should he now Bbsent,"* aeM Delia. 

** Hather so,'' repHed her ladya^, vrith 
Üxe Same gaiety; ** bot, my dear girls, if 
yott can any how make Hamp^tead dne of 
yaai mortdng rides; 3roa know faow hap^ 
py I sfaaitbe ta see you.* 

lliecyerofDdiaandMaiymet; thcy 
ültdmtood eadi other. 

** We will ettdavonr te call befoie yott 
feftve town," said Elizabeth* 

" You may depend upon seeing xvs, if 
pomble," cried Deha, squeezing the band 
of Mary^ who now foUowed lady Victoria 
down stairs^ pleased with the hope that 
die shoold faave anotheir opportunity of 
speakii^ to the amiable and affectionate 
Delia. 

Her kdyslhip, who had several pur- 
cihaaea to make, as wdl fem hersdf as for 
her dster-in-law» did not forget to bay a 
vBrkity öf toya and cakes, 6cc. tot the ne- 
phew of Miss Sqrmour. 

Mvy, though gtäte&d at tütäs Aiew of 

H2 
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k^ndness towards one so dear to her, coüld 
not help being surprised at the thoughfc- 
Ißss marnier in which lady Victoria sqnan- 
4pred away her money, without ever 
seeming to consider, fbr a moment, that 
pne quarter of what she was thus wan« 
tohly parting with, on a yaricty of artides. 
whidi she pwned she was not in want of, 
would perhaps be the means of säving an 
industrious fajnily from ruin : yet lady 
Victoria was not deficient in humanity or 
generosity, as JNIary saw her give, ^ith the 
same- careless profusion, to every beggar 
tj^at ipade an appeal to her charity. 
. . '\ Alas !" thought Maiy , ". here is a dis- 
ppsition to work upon ; in the mind and 
heart of lady Victoria are the seeds of 
evf ry virtue : thoy are too luxuriant ; they 
need the prudent - hand of a cultivator to 
restrain their gpowth. What a difFerent 
\^'^oi}^^ would she have been, had circum- 
stapcei^ , allowed of her being direqted by 
such a brother as sir WUliam ! How must 
he mourn in secret to behold the sister for 
whom he expressed svich tender interest 
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«ome years agö, now pröwn up to womän- 
hood, not only thoughtless ofthepresent 
momcnt, but equally careless as to the fu- 
ture ! How, also^ would bis sympathizing 
Tiature lament my untimely fate ! fallen as 
I am fron the pihnacle of all earthly fe- 
licity, and cven obliged to conceal the name 
of the family to whom I belong, lest somc 
one shouid hold up the faiger of cenßlire, 
and exclaim as I pass by — * Thejre goes Mary 
Fitzix)y; her vaiiity and credulity have 
met with their pimishment : she thought 
herseif the wife of the handsömest man of 
the age ; slie was only bis mistress.^' 
" The stoppage of the carriage at the door 
of lady Victoria's house recalled the wan- 
dermg thoughts of Mary, who feit more 
«nd more disincMned for the Company of - 
Mrs. Cringewell, who now joined them. 
Fortunately however for lier, she had so 
much to say to lady Victoria, so many in- 
quiries to make about what she had 
fcought and whom she had seen, that Mary 
had leisure to reflect on the unexpected 
pleasure she had received in her interview 
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with her eousin, who ahe ikhv, moK tfaa& 
ever» feit anxious to have becpme the wife 
of her brother. 

Lady Ylctcxia, although it was ahready 
ithe honr of dinner» persisted in calling at 
Mary'ß lodgings, €ontraiy to the advioe of 
Mrs. Cnogewell, who was certain that 
i^Y^ Ijung wonld be spoiled, md that die 
i^ould not be able to touch a inorBeL 
Kotwithstanding her ill-huixiour» whieh 
beoame every instant more visible on her 
fipoimüMüg oount^ianoe, her giddy ladyship 
^t out of the carriage to present with her 
own band her numerous presents to the 
lovely boyi while Mrs. Cringewell, tak- 
JBg Mary by the arm, almost compelled 
her to walk across the heatfa, leaving the 
caniage to bring home the good-nature^ 
lofi&ifidefc Had she not feared to of&od 
>Mary5 by gratif^mg her own inclinations 
witbout leave, her kdyship would have 
canried her bloomiiig favotirite with her to 
Mrsu Chudleigh's; but as Mrs. Byron, 
wh(»n she now saw, advised her to post- 
pane her wish, she at length quitted 
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him widi rdiuctafice» and hurried home, 
vbere fSs^e fimnd that^ iw Mrs. CringewdDi 
had predicted, the dinner was nearly all 
«pdUed, and her duenna, of course, h^hly 
^spleased with faar, fot having lost any 
&me wkli the n^pbei^ of Miss Seymoui; 
to wbom she oould not help extending her 
malignity^ as the mnocent cause of he» I»- 
dyfihip^ii delention. 



CHAPTER VII. 

The first sound which greeted the esM rf 
Mary, on entering the dinmg^lom, was 
Ifhe voice of Mrs. Cringewdl, who, in 
aoo^its o£ real distress, was apologizing 
to Mrs. Chudleigh fi)r having kept the 
Dinner waiting ; ev eiy thing was too much 
-done— every' thing was t^poiled; she was 
tsure her dear friend wo\üd not be able to 
toudia morsel; really lady Victoria waH 
mxwh to hbme in caUui^ M thp ootUßi^, 
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as that made another hour's delay: nei- 
ther Mrs. Chudleigh, dear^ sweet sotil! nix 
SIT William, woiild be able to pick out a 
diniier ; thej certainly had every reä^son ta 
feel extremely offended at being thu8 de- 
prived of one of their most pleasant meals; 
it was inexciisable of them to have staid so 
lata 

Mrs. Chudleigh begged of Mrs. Cringe- 
well not to distress herseif so severely on 
her account, as it was impossible to be al- 
ways exact to the hour ; and she was cer- 
tain that sir William would readily ex- 
€use'the loss of his dinner, if the oecasion 
of it had afforded any gratification to his 
sister. 

«Oh William!" cried lady Victoria, 
« if you were but to see Miss Seymour's 
little nephew, you would only wonder 
how I could leave liim ; he is 'the modt 
lovely boy I have ever beheld: every 
movement of his limbs has a peculiar grace, 
and his laugh is perfectly enchanting ; posi- 
tively, Miss Seymour, I believe that I shäH 

steal him awav from you ; he has ah-eadv 

I 
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ismde the conquest of one female heart; 
and should he grow up to fulfil the pro- 
mise of his ehildhood, he will well deserve 
the title of the handsomest man of the 
age." 

Mary gave a sudden start; it was the 
name by which she had iirst known his 
fether. Her emotion was- visible to aE 
present ; to none more than to Mre. Cringe- 
well. " Bless me !" i^e exclaimed, " what 
has come to Miss Seymour? Pray, sir 
William, give her this smelling bottle ; I 
fear she is going to faint." 

" Are yon unwell, my dear Mary?* 
soid Mts. Chtrdleigh, with anxiety. 

" I am better now," replied Mary ; " it 
was only a sudden pain shot through my 
head." 

" Never mind if it was not through 
your heart, my dear girl,** replied the etemal 
talker ; ^ I really thought it was owing ,to 
sometMng that herdadyship had said about 
your littie nepihew : do you know, sir Wil- 
Mam tbät the child is as like Miss Seymour« 
;a84fkewe?eher^wn." 

* h3 
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Again Mary became agitated; but re- 
«overed oa hearing lady Victoria say— 
** Indi^ ymi mitst excuse me, if I daiy 
%he ttuih of tliat assertion, Cringewell: 
what do you thmk, Maria ? you have seen 
Bay ütöe lover, have you not ?'* 

« Yw," tepUed Mrs. Chuifleigh, who 
feit pained at the Situation of'Mary; ** I 
liave tseen Miss Seymour^ nephew, and 
oould not discover the least resemblance 
between them." 

Were I permitted,^ said sir- William, 

I should feel highly flattered if Miss 
Seymour w^ould allow me to form my 
own judgment on the important subject. 
of Mrs. Cringewell's taste; it has been 
•called m question by two ladies, and I 
really think that it remains with me to 
decide between them." 

As usual, Mrs. CringeweD's vaaoity led 
her to imagine that hemeant to compliment 
her; 'smihng, as sfae thought mos! be- 
witchingly, she nodded to him familiarly, 
0xA beggad that «ir WiUiam might be 
indulged ^th a Mght of the diüld« &a: idbe 
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^as strfe that he would agree with her 
'concöming the resemWattce. 

Maty repEed tliat she coiüd, certaiidy 
iiare no objection to graut the i^uest of 
«ir William; but that «he wa« pei&ctly 
convinced that, in this instance atleaÄt, he 
would diflfer in opifticm itam Mts, Cfinge- 
well.'' 

** I feel impafient to he daläsfied <m the 
poiirt," Said fiir William, gaily ; " is it pos- 
■sible, Miss Seymour, to have my euriosity 
^atified thi« evening ?" 

*' If yoö have no partkular objection, 
my dsewt MsryJ'' ssad Mrs. Chudleigh^ 
^* Thomas $1^ gö and fetch your nephew: 
yet stay ; had yx^u not ;biBtter wiäte a line 
to Mts. Bynm?** 

" I almost thhfilc rt is toö Isifee to farmg 
Wm cmt/'i«fpfied Mary, feärfully. 

" I think «o likewise,"^ cried lady Vic- 
toria ; ^* bat if Mids Sey mour will grro ug 
leapve, WiHiäm tod I will just runover t^ 
i^edttage,^d take m peep at Mm heSoxe 
§10 gws to bed.'* 
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w.as equally handsome in his night-dotTies 
SS when dressed, immediately consented; 
and her ladyship, followed by her bicothei, 
ran out of the room, exulting at the idea 
of convincing hun of the falsity of her 
duenna's report 

MrsL Cringewdl, who was seized with a 
stiddei\^am in her stomach, whichjunfortu- 
nately for her, occurred now very frequent- 
ly, retired -to tlie housekeeper's room for a 
cordial, which, as the want of it was anti- 
cipated, was already prepared for her. 

" My dear Mary," said Mrs. Chudleigh, 
as soon as they were alone, " the imperti- 
nence and low-bred vulgarity of that 
woman is as distressing to you as to niy- 
self ; it is a misery to me to be obliged to 
sit in her presence : what an example of 
indelicacy and levity for Victoria, were she 
inclined to follow it! I am perfectly con- 
Tinced that i^Irs.Cringe well is more v/illing 
to wink at any impropriety which she 
might.be giiilty of, (providing tliat Victo- 
ria did not interfere with her own airumrs)^ 
Öian to caution or advise her tp the con- 

2 
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trary: William is seriously alarmed lest 
his sister's character should suflfer from 
being always seen in the Company of Mrs. 
Cringewell, as well as lest her morals 
should vreceive a taint from those of her 
duenna." 

" I cannot help aeknowledging that 1 
am equally disgusted as yourself," replied 
Mary ; the freedom of Mrs. Ciingewell's 
conversation, dress, and looks, mußt be un- 
pleasing to a man of sir WUliam's ^ielicate 
taste; nor do I wonder at his fears re- 
s|>ecting lad^ Victoi-ia; for certainly nev^ 
was there a more improper eompanion for 
youth and beauty than JNIrs. Cringewell^ 
I am sure tliat she has taken a dislike to 
me, from «ome cause or other, as she 
watches every movement of mine, and 
looks so maügnantly whüe ,she persists- 
that I am like my dewr boy .'' 
^ ^ Sueh are my fears also," said the fair 
invalid ; " it is eneugh that you have ac- 
quired the esteem of s^ William to make 
her youar -decided ^nemy ; and the singu- 
äari^ of-one so yovuig being leftin xjare 
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of an Infant nephew, seems unfortunately 
to afford her a good pretext for insinuating 
that he is more closely related to you: 
but fear not, beloved Maiy; the poison* 
ous shafts of calumny, which are thrown 
hy Mrs. Ciingewell, will fall blunted to 
the ground: a few days will rid you bf 
her offensive presencei and, thank Hea- 
ven ! she has lost the power to injure you 
in the opinion of William, whose friend- 
«hip I have the satisfaction of knowing is 
yours. As he becomes more intimately 
acquainted with you, my dear Mary, his 
excellent qualities will gt-adually insure 
to him your confidence. Disappointed 
in his first affections by iiie untimely 
death of my beloved si^ter, I do not think 
it probable that he will ever marry ; his 
disposition is naturally «erious; constant 
in his opinions, warm and steady in his 
attachments, strictly just and honourable 
in all his actions, he is a fnend of ster^ . 
ling worth ; be is a man to whom I caii 
•confide ev&nt you, my young and liand* 
some Mary ; he is one whose knowkdge 
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and advice may, at a future time, be of 
Service to you/' 

Mary sighed deeply ; the remembrance 
of his diskiterested txHinsels, giren to her 
when she was barely foiirteen, crossed her 
mind: she had not mentioned to the hv 
valid the circiimstance of her eariy friend; 
neitJier had she been able to inform h^r of 
the ünexpected meetmg with DeKa: to 
do this she imist necessarily betray her real 
name, and she therefore denied herself the 
pleasure of communicatmg to Mrs. Chud- 
leigh täieir interview. 

IjsAy Victoria and her brother were now 
retuixfeed, and with them came the duen- 
na. The latter had been chatting with 
the liousekeeper^ and had been indaiced to 
take an^zdditional glass of cordial, proba- 
bly en accoiuit of the xidditional pain in 
lier stomach that evening. ^ WeU, my 
dear äx WiBiam^'' said «he, catdiing hold 
ofhisarm^ and looking languishingly in 
Jm ^ee^ *^ are yoa not of my opinion? Is 
3iot the boy as fike Mis3 SeyiQOur as if 
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Sir William looked at her for a mo- 
•ment with surprise: disgusted at the 
boldness of her eyes and the freiedom of 
her manner, he coldly repBed — ** That he 
he certainly was not of her opinion ; as 
never were two countenanees more unlike 
than those <xf Miss Seymoiir and her ne- 
phew." He then tumcd fröm her, and 
walked towards the couch, on which Mary 
and Mrs. Chudleigh were seated. Placing 
himself between them, he took both their 
hands, and pressing them gently, said — ' 
** Congeniality of sentiment and khidred 
excellence bind you to each other." Then 
loweriTifiC his voice — ^" Would to Ciod that 
my sister was as fortunäte in her friends as 
my dear Maria, or that she had such a 
protector and companion as Mrs. Byron ; 
the old lady has qirite captivated me, Miss 
Seymour.^' 

Mary, delighted by the opportunity of 
praising her maternal friend, replied to him 
iti terms of animated gratitude : she seem- 
ed as if tshe could never sufficiently extd 
4he,wisdom, prudence, and ai&ction of lier 
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venerabie monitress, -whose appearance liad 
thus strongly preposseseed sir William in 
her favour; the tendemess of her feelirgs, 
and the exhilarating subject she '^as ro 
eloquently conversing on, oviproame the 
natural diff dence of her disposition, wb'le 
it heightened the loveliness of her coun- 
tenance, and made her more hke what she 
was when sir William first knew her. A 
tinge of melancholy pervaded bis featiires, 
asshe now most förcibly brought to bis 
recollectiori the «weet little girl to whom 
he had so mstantaneously ' become at- 
tached. Mary caugfat a glance of fais 
eyes ; they were fuH of tender meaning, 
which nooe present, .exoept herseif, could 
translate : biusfaing, she cast her own on 
the ground, and became silent 

^ To be thus praised, thus beToved,"* 
oried sir William, raising'her band to bis 
lips, ^^ is a siifficient inducement to become 
yoTir friend; dear Miss Seymour, I feel 
that it is necessary for me to attempt, at 
l^st, te gain so enviable a distinction." 
'Mrs. Cringewell, who was complete- 
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to partake of her öwn virtues, and there- 
* fore eannot fall of being regarded by me 
with esteein and admiration ; I only ynsh 
that the beautiful boy I saw this evening 
was cid enough to be contided to ray care; 
how delighted I should be to patronize and 
bring forward the nephew of Miss Sey- 
mour !" 

Mary's eyes thanked him for ihe kind- 
ness of his wish. 

" YoH forget 'that he has a father to be 
ijonsulted, Willian)," said her ladyship, 
^* and that he may have already destined 
his lovely son to some other profession." 

" True," replied sir William, thoughfc- 
fully. '* Be that as it may, I shall always, 
I am coniident, feel an interest in the fate 
of Miss Seymour's nephew." 

Sir William and Mrs. Chudleigh now 
sat down to chess. Mrs. Cringeweü made 
a seeond refcreat to the housekeeper's room 
^to Order something which she wished for 
supper, biit more to vent her spieen 
against sir William and Mary, which she 
did in no very delicate terms, calling her an 
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artfiil hussy, who, she was certain, was na 
better than slie should be, and who, she 
feit assured in her own mind, w^as the real 
inotUer of that boy whom there was such 
a fiiss about. Tlie waiting-maid of Mrs. 
Chudleigh now frcely defclared her opi- 
mons, which were the same as Älrs, Cringe- 
well's; and the character of poor Mary 
was thus tom to pieces in the housekeep- 
er^s room, whÜQ she, unconscious of what 
was passihg, was innocently employed in 
äccompanying lady Victoria in sonie duets 
ontheharp. 

Sir William and J*^rs. Chudleigh be- 
eanie equally inattentive to the game ; 
both stopped, as if by mutual consent, at 
the sound of Mary 's mellow voice. She 
was smging the bailad of " Eveleen's 
Bower ;''''and as she siing the last stanza, in 
a tremtilousj yöt beaiitifuL tone, it thrilled 
the hearts öf sir William and. Mrs. Chud- 
leigh, the latter of whom too well iiiidgined 
what was' passing in. the mind of the in- 
jured perföi^mer, as she repcated the fol- 
lowinglines— 
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" Bot there's a Hght above, which alone can remove 
That stain upon tbe snow of fair fiveleen's firme." 

The blush of disappointed pride, of* 
woundeit love, deepened the &ded rose 
that tinged the fair cbeek of Mary. 

" Exquisite !" oied lady Victorm. " Ob, 
you have enehanted me, Miss Seymour ! 
do have the goodness to sing it over again, 
that I may endeavour to catch your styler 
I have heard it before, but then it did not 
strikemeasbeingany thing veryparticular.'** 

Mary immediately complied, and threw 
in some fresh graces which had the merit 
of not spoiling the simpKcity of the origi- 
nal melody. Sir William could not re- 
frain from testifying the admiration he 
feit ; and Mary was well rewarded for the 
exertion she had made by the conscious- 
ness that, should she ever become krumn 
to him, she would not disgrace the opinion 
he had» formed of her eaiiy t^nts. 

" I do not think you are fond of the 
Scotch music, Miss Sejrmour,'' said her 
ladyship ; *' for I have hcver heard you 
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pfay any; and yet can there be a sweeter 
wcmg than — ** O Nannie, wilt thou gang 
withmcT 

** I am extremely partial to that song,*^ 
replied her ferotiier ; •* and if Miss Sejrmour 
will play it, I wiH endeavour to do»^ the 
justice in lay power to tlie sentimehts of 
the poef 

" You must excuse me, indeed," said 
Mary^ paie as death, and trembling with 
agitation ; ^ I know not the tune." 

*• It iis here, Miss Se3nnour,*' cried her 
Jadyship, as she ran her light fingers over 
the keys of the instrumenta 

*^ Come, Miss Seymouj,**^ said sir Wil- 
liam, taking her band, ** will you not 
dbligeme?'' 

•♦ I cannot, indeed I cannot," exdaimed 
M;|iry, withdrawing it ha&tily, and with a 
hxk so pamftiDy embarrassedv that sir 
Williänfi viewed her with surprlse. " I 
never play the Sootx^ songs/' she added^ 
igt still grefrfser ocmfiision. - 
. Sir William» who thpught it impofisibkt 
thal: 1^ aheiiiddiiBlike wliat eneiy pennt 
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oftaste allowed tobe beautiftilj couHonly 
attribute her disindinatioti' to oblige him 
to a fear, perhaps, of bis inability fo accom- 
pany her Performance. Dropping her 
. hand, he coldly- bowed; and requested bis 
sister to play the song he wished ; whik 
Mrs. Chudleigb, amäzed at the conduct rf 
Mary, beckoned to her to take her seat be- 
side her on the scrfa. - 

.SurWilUam possesseda^firie^clear, manly 
voice, whidi, though it wanted the magi- 
cal sweetness of Donald M(mteith'8, wa& 
well calcidated to breathe forth all the ge- 
nuine feeling of the inspired writer. Mary 
found herseif unable to listen to -the song 
which Monteith had so frequently sung 
to her ; the tears nished into her eyes, and 
her whole frame became convulsed^ even to 
agony! 

Mrs. Clmdleigh, alarmed, took her band ; 
"Retire with me, dearest Mary," said 
she; " I see that yoir are unwßH." Say- 
ing this she led her out of the apartment to 
her own bed-room, where, festening the 
door, that they might not be disturbed, she 
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nmsed. the agitated girl to her breast. 
*■ Reüeve ycwu^lf, my dear firknd; we^ 
Tedy OH my bosom ; you cannot lean on 
me that Ixyees you mote mnceteiy" 

Maary^ wfaen a litÜe reocr^treä^ apolo* 
ipzed fnr the weakness she had belarayed^ 
ind candidiy <>wiied tibe causa 

*^ I £ea«eda3 much,'* ]?eplied the a]aniahle< 
nvdid; 'Vasid thatycMiBtia^r bei^paredtfae 
xm of notidng it agsdn to m Wifliam or 
ifTictoria, I mS account f(x yoar not being 
Me to ^lay 1^ •Sootdb^ airs ut a mahner 
iatisfactory to them aomd «greeafale. tp 
^foureelf ." : 

•* A»d I,** 8aid Mary, •* as. it » vxßw fete^ 
mü retuTA home, if ymi wiU have the 
yoodness to make iqy «Kcitöes to theni. 
ilso.^ 

Mrs. Chudkigb, though more and: moa» 
itiwifliang ' to lose an hout of Masy's so- 
ieCy, assented to> this proposal. Embrac« 
Bg heai aflfeeticMifeeLy, she retimied to the> 
farawxn^^tx)!!!; ^viiiete,, notwithstanduig 
hat äie pride oim WiSkuLiras ofiendei^' 

TOL, IV, I ' 
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he anxiously inqiüred the cause ofMm 
Seymour's absence. He no soon^ le^mt 
that she was uuwell, and that her Indispo- 
sition arbse from the revi^- of some pain- 
ful recollection, which had been called 
forth by . hearing the fii;vourite seng of ä 
deceased friend, than his displeasure va- 
nish^'d, and his heart swdU.ed with tender- 
ness and sympathy towardis. Maiy. , 
' ". I thought it impossible," said he^ 
'^ that a mind like hers coiild be insensible 
to the charms öf Scottish music: sweet 
^1 ! . how dearly must shia haye loved that 
friend to be so deeply affected by a song ! 
Do you know, Maria, if it was a lady to 
whom Miss Seymour was so strongly at- 
toched?" ' 

^' Is that a fair question, William ?" said 

hissister. * 

" Perhaps not, Victoria : from any other 
man it might be deemed an insolent one ; 
but Maria has drawnlargely on my friend- 
ship for her friend; she has excited a de- 
gree of interest in niy bosoin, which raakes 



BOKALD MONTEITH. 171 

tlie qüestion I have just asked neither un-. 
natural nör itnpertinent.'* 

" And I will answö- it, William, as far. 
as I may, without infringing on the con- 
fldence ray lovely frigid has reposed in 
me. The youth and merits of Mary have 
not exerapted her from sufferings, which, 
however; are by no means common : it hasf 
pleased the Ahnighty to try her severely, 
to deprive her of a relation whom she 
loved with romantic enthusiasm, and 
whose memory wiU 6ver be held sacred, 
while every thing that recalls him to her 
recöllection. has power to aifect her, as 
you have seen: she has been singularly 
unfortrmate ; yet I hope, I trust, that h^ 
fifture yeörs will still afibrd her some ray 
<rf hope, some dierished treasure, that will 
make her life become once more of value 
to herselt** 

" Dear ! dear l how SOTry I am to hear 
that Miss Seymöur is unhappy !" ciied lady 
Victoria ; ** I dedare I had no idea that 
öne so youiig oould have met with any 

I 2 
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thing to blight the openiftg bud of happy 
expectation: Miss Seymour is, however^ 
singk ; she at least possesses the power of 
sweetenmg the bitter cup of disaj^kit- 
ment, by exerting the freedom of her 
choice in a partner for life. The loss of 
lier parents, although a severe misfortune» 
yetleft her at liberty to makQ her own 
eleetion^ and happiness may yet be hers: 
she has my best wishes: has she not 
yours, my brother ?" 

Sir William started as fiom a reverie ; 
his eyes were humid, as well as those of 
bdy Victoria, who, notwithstanding her 
natural or assumed levity, did not want 
fwling wlien any thing occurred to call it 
forth. " Yes, Victoria," said he, as he 
teüderly kksed her cheek ; " Miss Sey- 
mour has my best wishes: what a com- 
panion would she be for you, instead of 
that medley of vulgarity, ignorance, and 
wanton vanity, to wbose care the general 
has ccÄisigned you ! My blood boils with 
mdignation when I refleet on the gross im- 
prudence he ha5 thus oomnütted, in giving 
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to you a woman whose conversation and^ 
Tijhose freedom of manners must often call 
a blush on your cheek. Let the house of 
your father, my dear sister, beoome your 
princq)al residence during the ahsence of 
your httsbandr I must, however, write tcr 
him upon the subject ; it is of too muchim- 
pcartance to be neglected i the more I see 
of Mrs, Cringewell, the more I am con- 
Tinced that she would iK>t hesitate to make 
the first advances to any man J'' 

" Oh fie, William T' exdaimed her lady- 
ship; " how severe you are againstpoor 
Cringewell ! I certainly do not like her^ 
and should rejoice at being. feee fiom her 
«temal talkatireness ; büt, upon my word, 
I do not think 6o badly of her as you do^ 
though I confess l^at she has very oftek 
put me to confusicHi whea she has been 
conversing^ with the iHends af the general 
ivho call occaalonally at my bouse: still,, 
as he ha^. thought prqper to assign to her 
ß place at bis table, and to de^e her ta 
^cmtinue ^i^ith me whüe he is .abioad, I 
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should not like to offend him by any maork 
of disrespect ta his wishes." 

** Dear Victoria," replied sir William, 
throwing Iris arms afffectiohätely ronnä 
her, ^ may you ever pay the sarne praise« 
worthy attention to Üie desires of the ge- 
-neral as yoü do at this moment ! d^edience 
in a wife is a virtue whiah eaimot be to6 
much extolled : I know Kttle of yonr husp- 
band but by repert, yet I hope that he will 
set a proper, valüe upon your forbearance*: 
the honour of my family must not, how- 
ever, be tamished by the breath of slan- 
der; even your innocenee, Victoria, will 
not shield you froria the iH-natured re- 
jnarks of the censorious, nor guard yoü 
against the artifices of my s^x, who may 
feel authorised to attempt the virtue of a 
woman that couM tolerate, as a friend, 
such a being as Mrs. Cnngewell." 

" Dear Wfllianr, do not look grave, nor 
think thus severely of my duenna ; I am 

certain that she woidd never advise me to 

» 

act imprudently, if I were sainclined ; h^ 
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pariiality to yourself shotdd lead yoü to be 
more lenient ta her failings." 

** Victoria, the purity of your own mind 
äi accxHxls with the general giddiness cf 
your manners; yet that it is pure and 
spotless I feel assuried; but beware how 
you place any confidence in the prof^- 
sions of Mrs. Ciingew^ll ; she is a charac- 
tei" too decp, too designing, for you to 
faÜkom: your rankinlife is alone suffi- 
dent to procure you the appearance pf her 
friendship ; it is your tiüe, not yourself, 
that WHis her disgusting servihty ; while 
her aSected partiality for me (a partiality 
to which evcry firesh face gives birth) only 
lenders her a stiU greater object of my 
aversion: let me not hear you again at- 
tempt, Victoria, to gloss over the faults of 
that woman, or I shall become still more 
alarmed on your account, lest you shouM 
aceustom yourself to think lightly of faü- - 
ingS' which border too clpsely on what 
may jusjtly be termed vices in your sex " 

*' I think OS you do of Mrs, Cringcwelli' 
Said the invalid; " and am happy, Wil- 
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ham, io find fhät yöu meo» to mUilf&eon 
the subject: bftt allow me to ssty tibiat 
your appHcation sfaoald first be mäde ta 
yonir father, who will be the best perscm tö 
remonstrate with the geheral» and gain the 
distnissal of his iü-judged confiddnt: m 

. r 

the ineah time, be assured that Vietona^ 
iaffection for her husband is the bert guar- 
dian of her own virtue and his honoor.^ 

Her ladyship for ä moment kxft:ed 
thoughtful; a half-suppressed sägh escajMed 
her. It was heard by her brother, whö» 
countenance instantly resumed its natuiäl 
sweetness; again his arms enciroled her^ 
as in a voice of tender anxiety he inquired 
what coidd have power to call fdrth a sigh 
from a bosom so free from care ? 

Lady Victoria coloured as she feit the 
necessity of uttering a falsehood ; she at- 
tributed it to the serious conversation of 
her brother, for she dared not hmt to Irim 
that, afl happy as she seenied, and, to ap- 
pearance» free from even the semblance of 
a care, yet in secret she had a grief wMch, 
when she was alone, would often call forth 
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the s^ of blighted hope, the tear of väip 
i^^t. The äffectionate caresses and bro^ 
tliaiy love bfrir William soon, howeyer, 
Tecalled the ireädy smile to the dbeerftJ 
^ountenanc^ of her ladyship; and the- 
-shdrt-lived sigh was quickly forgotten by 
all but «he watchful guaidian ofasister'^ 
h^^^inessw. 

No sooner Bad sir William retired for 
the night, than he sat down to wiite to 
lord Beaufort on the spbjeet ctfMrs. Cringe- 
. well's removal, and entreated his father * 
not to delay making the necessary appli- 
cati<»i. This done>. he* eonsoled* hiinself ' 
with the hope that the morals and manners 
xsf bis sirtep wouM'escape l^e contaminat- 
ing influence of her companiön, and that 
the generaT would not löse a moment in 
makiiig such armngements a^would ren- 
deb the piesence-of Mrs. Cringewell no^ 
longer requisite.. ** Alas !" he exclahneid, 
risaiig and paeing the Chamber,, " while I 
amthus anxiously ^ solicitous to preserve 
l^e cbaxacter of my sisterfree firom ble-^> 

13 
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mish, whoshallwatxsh over that of the lovelf . 
Miss Seymour?' who shall' guard that 
iffigel form from danger ?* who shall speak 
peice to her wounded In^^d, and suppty 
the place of that friend so beh)ved,.8o far 
mented ? And thou tooj my * early loVte — 
lay beautifid', my innocent^ my donfiding 
Mary ! what part of the globe dost thou 
now inliabit? Hast thou forgotten hun 
who made the first Impression on thy 
virgin heart ? him who first stampt on thy 
sweet lips the seal of love.r and who, had 
he dared, would have pledged to» thee his 
heart ? Where art thou, Mary, stöl bo- 
loved, stiö remembered with a sigh ? Ami 
then fated never to behold thee more? 
Vet how Singular, how incomprehensible, 
that chan"ce «hould bring to my know- 
ledge a being suöh as I should deem thy 
very coiinterpart, had affliction, whieh, 
Heaven forbid! robbed. thee of thy en- 
chanting vivacity, and stole firom thy 
cheek its blushing roses ! Ah 1 I too well 
comprehend the internal agitation which I 
feel at the sight of Miss Seymour, whose 
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ieatures, näyj whose very name, r^nihd 
me of my li^le frieöd: I have nothin^ to 
dread fcom the interest she has exdted in 
ray breast; I need not seek to damp tiie 
tendemesS' wfaich her unproCeetied youth 
and beatrty call forth ; Maria has daimed 
fbr her my fidendshipj. and shouldeven a 
sojfler sentiment pervade my soul, and the 
second Marf become as dear as the first,. 
ain I not now my own master, and free to 
gratify my inclinations ?"' 

He stopped- short; a ffeeling oTexulta- 
tion warmed his breast, a ray of hope, öf 
happiness, darted across his sfghtr it was^ 
«racceeded; however, by the chiÜirig gloorii 
ef suispicdön; the mysterious Situation of 
Miffy — ^her* private sorrows — ^her little^ 
Charge, on. wbom she doted» with idolä- 
trous aflfectiön-^her recent agony atthe 
repetition^ of a favourite song, att conspired 
to alarm the sei^sitive mind ol^sh- Wüliam. . 
He rang his bell hastij^y for his attendant, 
determined'no lönger tö giye way to feel- 
itigs whiüi, in the present State of thihgs, 
might only add to his secret melanch'cdyr; , 
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mxoe, how^ever tenderly fais heart m^lgbt 
^foeat for ihe Image of hb HtÜ^ fiiend, the 
hammr lof lik &inily was too sacred tohifti 
to be tarnlsl^ by introducnrg into it a 
person of doubtful dhara^ier. 



CHAPTER VIIL 



The increasing debility df Mrs. Chud- 
leigh, which became hourly moK aiid 
more visible, gave the most serious alann 
to Mary, sir William, «nd bis sister. The 
latter had only one day mcMre topass with 
the amiable invalid, who, on the moming 
of the third, intended to begin her jour- 
ney, said travel by easy stages to Ply- 
mouth, near which was «ituated the mag- 
nificent abode of her guardian, baren 
»Eresby. 

The ever-lively features of lady Victoria 
were now clouded by sorrow ; she was on 
the eve of parting with a jfriend she highly 
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esteemed — a ^end whose delicate health 
jxiade it aimo&t certain tibey would never 
^meet again; Tiie meknchdly depicted od 
her &ce found its way to the hearts oi 
Mary and sir William; the i^pirits of the 
former «unk in proportion as the time ap- 
proached whidi was to separate her fix>m^^ 
Mrs. Chudleigh; it was in vain that sir 
William urged her to eat, or remmded 
her that her tea stifl remained untouched. 
The vacant seat of Mrs» Chudleigh, whb 
had fbr the first moming excused hersetf 
firom meetingthem at hreakfast, reminded' 
Mary of the fearfid weakness which haßd . 
compelled her to remain so much longer 
liian usual in her own rootn. Lady Vio-^ 
ioriahad dsorlost her appetite; hut Mrs- 
Cringewell, whose tongue ran with un- 
abated swHtness, although unwett^ and' 
deqply aflSected by thfe idea of parting with 
her dear^ sweet friend, stiH. öcmtriveä ta 
swallow down three new-hiid eggs and a 
round of toast, dedaring tiiat she had 
scsffce dosed her eyes sdl night for tlünk- 
ing of ^üor, dear Mrs. Chudleigh. 
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All present were too much occupied by 
their own thoughts to pay much attention 
to the loqnacity of Mrs. CringeweD. Sir 
William and his sister, föllo^ed by Mary^ 
were leaving the breakfest^parlbur, whe» 
fihe caught the arm of the pensive girt 
and begged that she would allow her a. 
hw minwtes* conversation. 

Mary, though vexed at being prevented^ 
fronr going to visit the invalid, neverthe- 
Jessi retumed at the desire of the eternal- 
talker, wh(^taking her hand and kissiiigü . 
fervently, exclaimed— " Dearest, sweetest 
Miss Seymour! I am almost broken- 
hearted at leaving that angel of a wonian-; 
-oh, when sliaU I meet with her equal ?•' 
She then wiped lier eyes with her cambric 
handkerchief. " Xever, never in: tliib . 
World shall I find another Mrs. Chud- 
leigh! Dear soul! dear creature! I 
should feel myself proud and happy by 
night and by day to work for her, even to 
be her servant, so that I could always be 
near her ! JDear Miss Seymour, could you 
not contrive to get me something tiiat 
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IbeloDged to her» an old shoe^ or any thing 
that ottce was wom by her? I should 
treastire it saeredly, asid never pari with 
what belöHged to my dear^ stveeU cmgeUc 
Mrs. Ghudl^gh. Oh dearT? she con- 
tinued, sobbing aloud, "oh dear ! and 
shall I never $ee her ahy more?" 

Mary, who had listened with surpriseto* 
the sing%ilar conversation, and still more 
Singular request of Mrs. Cririgewell, gazed 
on ha* in silence, until the deeply^afflicted 
moumev withdrew from her face the hand- 
kerchief, whose lily whiteness was stained 
by the strqaks of carmine whidi the * tears 
had washed frogi her clieeks^ 

•* Now rfmr Miss Seymour ! honey 
Mary ! will you find me something b^- 
. losging to tliat angdic sufferei: ? I caxje 
not what it isj' , 

IMb^could hardly leepress hex eontempt 
at this affected shew of fondnesg^from such 
a woman as the one before her, towards a 
beingso pure and deUcate in mind and 
m^nners as Mrs, Chudleigh^ Tuniing to 
her, with a look of irony, she said — " I am 
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certain» madam, that if you appiy to ngr 
friend's waiting.woman, she wiU aUow you 
to make your own choice o£ any cast-öff 
article belbnging to her mistress," 

^* You do not mean to insult me, Miss. 
Seymour, surely ?" 

" Nay, madam ; I was only puttihg you- 
in the way to obtaih yeur wish.** 

'* Well, then, if you advise me to do so^ 
I will'go directly to MraNeläson, and ai^: 
her for some trifle: were it not fbir my 
dear lady Victoria, I would offer my «er- 
vices to attend Mrs. Chudleigh to Spain : 
^weet angel / what a comfort it would be 
to her to have such a 4dever woman as 
myself about her person ! how I shouü 
divert her mind with my amusing stories, 
and how nicely I could make- any little^ 
delicacy to entice her to eat ! I wonder, 
Miss Seymour, that you do not go with, 
her to Spain ; I know that Mrs. Nelson 
would be very glad to stay behind, if you 
would take her place ; and really I think 
it would be a comfortable Situation for a 
young woman of no fortune; only, to be 
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itate, you don't like to leave your litüe 

' I»dig»atioh cliBlisoned tbe fac^ and 
hmomefMety atthis f^esh proof ofvül- 
par insötence ; her eyes fiashed fire ; but 
p^nendbering tfaat the object before her 
iTBsbeneath her ang^, she merely said, 
ivhHe a smile pf contempt played ardiind 
her beautiful mouth — ** How mtich I atm 
oUigiBd to you, my dear Mre. Cringewell^ 
fbr your good wishes! Bay, for thoise of 
BIrs. Nelson : yet I am, somehow cm* other;. 
irery much afraid tbat I shouid but ill 
niipply her place, smce, from haviag beeng 
the oolifidential friend and bosom-compak 
riionxjf her mistress, and from being unfbr- 
txmately possessed of iälents and edimex- 
ions whichphoe menpoh an equalily wift 
Mm. Chodkigh, I r^dly tfaink tfaat I am 
Bot quite soßt a person to fiU ihe Situation 
of lady's maid, as your paitial goodness 
leads you to suppose." ' 

Sayingtfais, Marytq«utä;edl3)e.l»ea]dltöt- 
parlour, kaving A&s. Cringeweli ast^ 
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nished at tfae spirit she had shewn, and half 
inclined to belfeve that she had been mi»- 
informed respecting her. She neverthe- 
less hastened to the housekeeper's rocnn, 
to whom, as well as tö Mts. Nelisoii, she 
repeated what had pasfied ; not, howeves; 
forgetting to heg ftom her a .sometfaing 
whieh had belonged to her dear Mrs. 
Chüdleigh ; and she aetually made chdce 
of a pair of easy shoes, wliith she said she 
should look on with veneration, and only 
wear when her feet were partieulariy 
affibcted by the weather. 

The.blush of ofFended pride still lin- 
gered on the eheek of Mary when she en- 
tered the apartment of the hrvalid. Sir 
William and his sister were sitting» in evi- 
dent dejection, on each side of thp coueh 
on which ;9he reposed. A smüe of inef- 
fable sweetness enlivened her features on 
the approach of Mary» " What has de- 
tained you so long below, my dear girl H'* 
Said Mrs. Chüdleigh. " I fear that tire- 
sonae creature Cringew eil has been to?- 
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tnenting you with her nonsense; I am the 
more angry with her, as I-cannot afford 
now to lose an hour of y our society ." 

. Mary's eyes beamed with mekneholy 
tendemesf as she placed herseif on a foot- 
stool bdS:)re the invalid» and taking her 
transparent hand in hers» pressed it affee- 
tionately to her lips. 

Thinking fa divert their thoughts from 
äie painful subject of departure, Mary now 
repeated the handsome conipliment she 
had just been paid by Mrs. CringewelL 

** She is mad ! qnite mad !" said lady 
Victoria, with evident chagrin. 

/* She is worse than mad," cried sir Wil- 
Uam, angrily ; ^^ but I rejoiee to see that 
Miss SejniKmr treats her with the con- 
tempt she merits.'' 

.*^ Mary's understanding is superior to 
fmng wöunded by the low-bred insolenoe 
of sueh a woman," said the invdid : " the 
beäuty and merits crfmy friend have natu- 
TsSfy exdted the malignant jealousy of 
Mw. CringeweH; but here, Mary, here 
ßhe has not the power ta barm you : xnaj 
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all your enemies be as powerless as Mit. 
Cringewell !" 

" I should have thought^" said sir Wil- 
liam, expressively, " that. Miss Seyihour 
could have no enemies ; that the boreast of 
every human being that heheM her wouU 
be inspired with one sentiment» that of 
fiiendship.'* 

" Or love !** cried lady Victoria* " Why,. 
my brother, did you omit a passion which, 
if I may jiidge from my ewn feelings, she 
is well calcukted to call forth ?" 

Sir William was silent ; but it was not 
the difference of opinion that prevented 
Ins replying to her ladyship ; it was the 
fear that if he did, he should betray more 
than he wished to be known to any but 
himself. Fortunately the entrance.of a ser- 
vant reKeved him from the embarrassment 
which he feit, and he withdrew with his 
sistertothedrawing-room toreceive the twa 
youngest daughters of lady Sarah Fitzroy. 

Mary, oh hearing the name of her Cou- 
sins, could not repress the anxiety she feit 
ta hehold again tiie gentle Delia; and oä 
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Äf rs. Chudleigh's inquiring the cause of it, 
die replied that she would explain it to 
her the first opportunity ; but that jfhe 
wished it were possible for her to procure 
s few minutes* private conversation witk 
Sie youngest Miss Fitzroy* 

' Aiäiougfa Hl able to bear the fktigue oi 
iJebeiYing Company, Mrs. Chudlejgh im» 
nediately rose, notmthstsoidhig the re- 
nonstranoes of Mary, ^id tatkipg the ^rm 
>f het watchfiil feiend, ^escended to the 
Itawiip^oom. 

The eyes of DeBa instantly inet those 
)f her cousin, whose band she contrived 
ü» press as sl^ asasted her in supporting 
^ invatid to a «eat After a few mi- 
uites hadiekpsed,iduiing which time Mrs. 
Z^hiuBei^ :addressed berself chiefly to 
Däia, ishe lasked, in a low voiee, iF her 
BQBter was fond of birds? to which Delia 
«{>lied in the negative : then, in a louder 
xnM, she put tlie same question to Deha 
icnelf, and riequested Majty to have the 
^oodness to shew Miss Delia Fitzroy her 
iollecticm. 
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Mary, who now cömprehended the Idiid 
mtention of her fnend> joyfiilly arosfe; 
aiijj followed by her cousin, hastened to 
the room appropriated for an aviary, ■ 
. ** How rejoiced I am to see you again T* 
exclaimed Delia; " how delightful thi» 
öpportunity of speaking- to you unob- 
served! I almost feared that we should 
not be able to call on lady Victoria, as my 
sister Sarah has been much indisposed 
since I saw you ; but let us not lo«e a 
minute; dearest Mary, I have brougbt 
with me a little present, which I hope you 
will wear for my'sake." 

She then gave into the haild of Mary a 
brooch set round with emeralds, in the cen- 
tre of which wasa small lock of her ownhair. 
" See," Said she, opening her pelisse, " I 
have had yours, my dear Mary, set in the 
same manner: my mother and sisters 
think it is the hair of the young lady to 
whom Charles is going to be married; | 
how little dö they imagine that it belongs 
to you, my dear cousin !" 

'' What little treasure lies concealed 
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tkrithin this golden heart, my deär Deiia. ?** 
itiquired Mary, looking archly in her face; 
** is it the hair öf lord Bodmyn ?'* 

" No, indeöd," replied Delia, blusfabig 
deeply; "it is that of an absent friend^ 
a» 4single hair of whose faead is more sacared 
to me than the whole person of his lord- 
«hip : yet/' ' added «he, with a sigfa, and 
CBSting down her eyes mournfnlly on the 
ground, *' Ifear that I am as indi£ferent to 
liie beloved own^ of this ringlet as lord 
Bodmyn is to" me.^ • 

Mary flimg an arm round the neck of 
De£a, and pressing.her afiectionately to 
her bosom, said^i* Take, then, my ad- 
idiie, dearest Delia^ and never become the 
wife of lord Bodm^yB.?' 

" Ahr replied the embarrassed girl, 
** how Ofim. i resi|^>.the nnited wishes of 
all my fai:dJ[y?<:His:lordship is amiable, 
and mudb aCtädbed to nfie, and I have not 
tiie slightest Jhope that he whose image is 
cpver pitesent tö my mind even regards me 
in the tender ' light of a relation: dear 
jMlary, why should I he»tate to confess.ta 
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you, tiiat it is your brother's hair whidi I 
have wom day anii night dpce he quitted 
for ever my fathar's house." 

Mary, affected by the t^idemess of 
Delia» which she Feared was not destined 
tp meet with ä rcturn, kissed from her 
blushing cheek the teara of hopeless have. 
** That niy brotiber loves you as a sister^ 
I piay venture to assure you, dearest 
Delia: more I dare not aifirm. The un- 
fortunate misundsrstandmg, occasioned by 
the unkind behaviour of lady Sar^ to hk 
orphan sister, stül rankles m bis heairty and 
checks its natural feelings : were you less 
wealthy, and the daughter of any other 
woman, my brother's conduct would be 
far different to what it now is," 

A transient gleam of hope and pteasure 
enlivened the interesting countenance of 
DeliaFitzroy . " I Uve— I breathö— I feel a 
new creature !" said she, exultingly ; " my 
beloved George has not included me m the 
disKke he feels for my fianily ; he esteems 
me, and I am liappy : dearest Mary, it is to 
you, to his sister, whom I have loved from 
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diildhood, that- 1 am now indebted for the 
first dawn of retuming happiness." 

The Cousins afFectionately embraced. 

" Teil me,** cried Delia, still holding 
Mary in her arms, " what is that cause, to 
whidiyou alluded when I last saw you, as 
a teason för your going by a different 
name?" 

' •" Alas ! my dear Delia, I have not time 
U> narrate the affiiction which has befalleii. 
me, and which has for ever blighted all 
my brilliarit prospects of felicity ; y et, if 
yöu can place cohfidence in any female 
firiend, I will write you an unreserved ac- 
count of myself, and ofthose sorrows which^ 
kaye ilearly overwhelihed me," 
• " Ah me ! how »you terrify and grieve 
me !** replied Delia, looking sweetly in the 
fece of Mayy ; ^' I shall be unhappy until I 
hear from you : write, my belovtd cousin, 
under cover to Mrs, CoUins ; she nursed 
HB aUj and is particularly attached to me 
and tö your brother : lady Sarah, last year, 
gave her to attend ob me^ and I know 
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tibat I can confide in her affeisHon with 
safety ; let me therefor3 hear from you m 
»oon as possible : to-morrow Elizabetlr and 
I Ätum to my mother's ; direct, therefore, 
tö her house.** 

Mary promised that she should hear 
^m her in the course of a day or two. 

" Though we cannot have the happi* 
Hess of enjoying each other's sodety,** said 
Delia, *' we shaU, by this means, be, e»- 
abled to hold a c<»istant correspondence/ 
and to transmit whatever occi»8 of impop^ 
tance to our repose."* 

Mary now gave her. cousin her addiless; 
then looking at her watch, they onee nnore 
embraced, and retumed to the drawmg-' 
rcom, where, to the great joy of M^ay and 
her cousin Delia, they leamt that Elizä-' 
beth had been prevailed on to stay and 
partake of an early dinner. 

Mary longed to introduce to thie aflee-» 
tionate Delia h» little darling ; but how 
to accomplish it was a subjeet which re- 
qnired considcration. Elizabeth retired 
with lady Victoria to make some altera- 
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t!ön irt her dress ; and Delia, taking the 
arm of Mary, was proceeding to another 
Chamber, when, ünder pretence of wanting 
sle^me article which was at the cottage, they 
pässed hastily thrqugh the garden, and 
ilinriing acröss the heäth, soon gained the 
höiise öf Mrs. Süttön. 

Sophy, with Donald in her arms, öperi- 
M thfe door. " You Uttle ancrel !'* cried 

CD • - ■ • 

Däüä, kissirig his blooming cheek. The 
böydxtendöd his hands töwards his mo- 
til6r, whö, snatchiiig him to her bosom,. 
lifiiriifed u{> stäif s, followed by her coüijin. 

Delia wäö riöt mdre delighted by the 
^J<el£rärice of Mary's veherablie old friend, 
i^ld JüirS. Byron was herseif at witnessing 
tte amiäblö däughter df* the proud lädy 
Säräli 

" To whom does this lovely little fellow 
Bfetohg?'' inquired Delia; " he is a pier- 
föfet'beatit^ ; oh, l6t me häve him ! let me 
lösi Ms' sweet moiith ?* 

Mary plaeed the smiling boy on thelap 
i^r^cöüSin^^** lie^ is mine, Delia,'* said 

K 2 




196 DOKALD MONTEITH. 

she, in a faltering voice; " will you not 
love him for my sake ?" 

Delia pressed the child with rapturous 
tendemess to her breast, and then tuming 
toward^ his agitated mother, «he exdaiin« 
ed — " Ycnirs, Mary ! tliis little angel your 
«on! and yet you pass by the name of 
Miss Seymour !" 

*' Yes, .my dearest Delia, this sacred 
treasure owes his existence to your un- 
happy Cousin ; I wiU explain eveiy thing 
to you by to-morrow's post : cireumstances, 
which will render this Infant, ias well as 
myself, doubly dear to you, have obliged 
me to pass as his aunt : I have been the 
happiest of women ; it is past ! The con- 
sciousness alone of having done my duty 
prevents me from being the most mise* 
rable." 

Delia kissed the upraised face of the 
beautiful boy, then embraced his unfor- 
tunate mother. ^' I do not need any ex- 
planation, my beloved Mary, to convince 
nie that the sister of George must ever, 
''be dear to me; must ever deserv^e the af- 
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fection which I have cherished for her 
since I was capable of loving : rely, Mary, 
on my friendship, assure yourself of my 
tenderness, and believe that the indepen- 
dence which I possess in my own right 
shall be shared with you and your child." 

" Noble Delia!" cried Mrs. Byron; 
" generous girl ! when you learn the sad 
tale of your virtuous cousin, you will ac. 
knowledge that her fate is indeed a hard 
one ; bvt that she has acted worthy of her 
name, worthy of herseif, and of your af- 
fection " 

The two Cousins remained for a mo- 
ment locked in each other's arms; tili 
Mary, recövering hersel^ säid, as she raised 
her head fröm the bosom of Delia — " I 
äccept your friendship, my beloved cousin: 
as a proof of mine, and of the high trust I 
would repöse in you, promise that, shoidd 
any thing rob this adored boy of my pro- 
tecting care, you will join ^vith my bro- 
ther in supplying to him the tender affecj 
tion of bis möther." 

^* Most solemnly I swear," cried Delia, 
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fervently, " to perform your wish: not 
even yourself, Mary, cän watch over him 
with more vigilance and fondness than I 
will do, snould you ever call upon me to 
supply the sacred ofßce of a parent." 

" I am satisfied, I am now happy," said 
Mary, dashing off her tears : " my brother 
George arid my cousin Delia will be a fa- 
ther, a mother to myboy, should he ever 
stand in need of their protection." 

The heart of Delia throbbed with ixew 
and delightful emotions at thüs he^ming 
her own name joined with that of George 
Fitzroy. With extreme reluctancp she 
töre herseif away from the beautiful child, 
and, with his equally beautiful mother, has- 
tened back to the abode of Mrs. Chudleigh. 

After the departure of the Miss Fitz- 
roys, Mrs. Chudleigh,. who had e:^erted 
herseif much beyond her stj-engtb, was 
obliged to retire for an hour to her» own 
room, whither Mary accpippanied Jier; 
and as she perceived th^t the curiosity of 
berfriend was naturally excited, she briefly 
infonned li^r pf tbe near relationship 
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wbich subsisted betWeen hersdf and the 
Fitzpoy faraily. 

** My de^T Mary," said the enfeebled 
Mir«» Chu'dleip'h, " I needed not tbis proof 
ef youf confidetice to convince me tbat 
yoü are descerded from a pood family: J 
have beard of Jady parah from iny guardi* 
ans, and assiire you that sbe is not Tnudi 
liked by her acqnaintanre : all ha* daugh- 
ters, except the youngest, are said to par- 
take, more or less, of their mother's dispo- 
isitäon ;änd hereditary pn'de : häd ^he per- 
formed the diity of a refetion to you, how 
^Ufferent migbt have beenyour fate1 yet, 
kideed, my dear firiend, I see no r^ason 
*^vhy yoa should disown your name, orre- 
fiise to aceept from the father of Agnes the 
izidependenee whidi is merely your right." 
" Oh Heaven !" exclaimed Mtoy> «hud- 
4eriiig ; " I couH not liVfe to endure the 
pity of some a^d the censüre of other«; I 
oouid etot bear to be pointed at aa a poor, 
injured^ and betrayed creature; neither 
cptild I exist to have it ^dby the male- 
i^ni and faord^udging pari ol n^anJoia^ . 
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that my vanity was rightly served ; that I 
had no business to marry the handsomest 
man of the age, without fost inquiring 
most minutely into the state of his aflFairs.'* 

Mrs. Chudleigh raised herseif from the 
pillow of the Couch, and taking the händ of 
Mary m her own, gave her a look so fiiU of 
sorrow and surprise, that Mary, who hn- 
mediately feit that her secret was disco- 
vered, sunk back, and burst into an agony 
oftears. 

« Why this emotion, my beloved friend,* 
Said the invalid, ** at the unintentional^ 
mention of a title which can only ^ply to 
one person ? No consideratipn can ever 
prompt me to divulge either your name, 
or that of him wliom yöu have so nobly, so 
heroically resigned: the strong resem- 
blance which your son bears to the beauti- 
fiil fbatures of his father will, however, 
as he grows up, betray his birth." 

Mary raised her eyes to those of the 
affectionate invalid — " Forgive me, dear- 
est friend," said she, ^ that I have shewn 
any reluctance to confide to you the 
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Sidored name of Monteith; but I am a 
£>olish, wöak ct^ature, and did I suppose. 
that any one but yourself was acquainted 
with wbat I have just disclosed to you, it 
would rob me of the small portion of tran- 
qüillity which I now possess." 

" I give you my word," replied Mrs. 
Chudleigh, " that not even a hint shall 
escape my lips of what has just passed be^ 
tween us :v alas ! my 'dear Mary, the idea 
of our approaching Separation, and the 
probability that my exhausted frame may 
not even reach alive its destination, preys 
upon my spirits : never have I, since the 
death of my lamented Emest, fbrmed a 
wish to live until I saw you ; your society, 
yoür tender attentionsj have charmed to 
rest the keehness of my mental sufferings, 
and lulled even those of my body ; I have 
only one wish; yet shame has withheld 
me from making it until now.** 

" Name it, my friend,** cried Mary, with 
quickness ; *" I can refiise you nothing." 

" It is that flattöring idea which chaina 
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my tongue, apcl makes me dpubly feel the 
seliSshi^egs of my lyauts. ; but I will be cac^- 
did, Majy ; I will »o Ipi^ger dweive your 
tenderness with vai« hpp^s ; I feel that I 
am not long for thi^s world, ^nd tbat des^th 
wouid be deprived of ^ ^ti$ terror^ ooul4 
I but hav^ ^he h^ppiness of br^iathing my 
last sigh upon your bpsom." 
. Maiy wa^ now conj^pletely pyercome; 
she cast b^rself on h^r knees before tbe 
couc^i pn whicb, Mrs. Chu^igh Uy a^r 
hausted Insenidble to. eyery thiiig but 
the Situation of the amiakjba invalid, an4 
pnly conscious that she bad exjj^essed ^ 
wii^h, perhaps a dy ing wish, wbich shß ha4 
the power to gratify, by thjs sacdfic^ of 
lißr own peace of notind, Mary no longer 
hesitated : she pressed the hand; of ' ]V^, . 
Chudleigh passionately to her lipjS — " Be- 
vive, deare&t Maria!" she exdaimed, witl^ 
all the generou:^ enthusiasm pf her naüire; 
*^ thy wish is granted ; we will not Ije se- ; 
parated ; I will accompany you toSpaip/' 
Mrs. Chudleigh could only press the^af- 
fectionate girl to her languid heart ; sur- 
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ptiae änd pleasure operated too powerfully 
an her weak nerves, and she lay for soüie 
minutes motionless in the amis of Maiy« 
At kfigth rfecovering her voice, she said — 
" Beloved fiiend ! and will you indeed 
giTe this seeond proof of noble self-denial ? 

* 

You, who cannot even fof a night remain 
away from the idol of yoür soul, wiH you 
foif me consent to make this generous sacri- 
$öe of yotir own peace? Mary, it is from 
Heaven your reward must oome ; from 
Him' whose .proteeting hand will shield 
thy utile darling from every härm during 
the absence of his iender mother*" 

Sir* William and his sister now inquired 
if they might be admitted. The tears 
wfaich still were visible on the faces of 
Mary and the invalid alarmed them ; but 
their a&xiety was soon changed to grati- 
tttde aiid joy, when informed of the reso-. 
kition of Mary notto leave her sick friend* 
Xady Victoria/ embraced her, and warmly 
H^Iouded the goodness and kindfiess of 
hei jbfleart. "I sd^aU quit you to-toorrow,^ 
mär she^ " i<4th ksss' reluctance, my de» 
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Maria, as I am certaip that, with su€& a 
couipanion as Miss Seymour, you <5an re-» 
qiiire no other attendance.'* 

Sir William respectfuDy took her band. 
"You have made me most happy/' said 
he, fixing his eyes on her tearful counte-. 
nance ; '* I no longer oppose the determi- 
nation of Maria ; all that love her, all that 

« 

are related to her, miist consider that by 
this disinterested action you have laid 
them imder an obhgation for life." 

When Mary retumed hom6, she found 
Mrs. Byron and littie Donald in the parlour 
with Mrs. Sutton and her daughters : the 
unusual agitation she betrayed in caressing 
her laughing boy , and the embarrassment of 
her looks and repUes, betrayed to the pe- 
netrating eye of her maternal fiiend that 
something of moment liad oceurred. 

" Mary," Said the venerable Mrs.* Byron, 
" I am seldom mistaken in my conjec* 
tures; what I feared has happened; the 
entlmsiasm of your eharacter, the warmth 

of your attachment for Mrs. Chudleigh, has 
süenced your scruples, as weU' as daims of 
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a still stTönger nature: your tears, your 
emotion, speak fbr you ; I am to lose for a 
time my adopted daughter.'^ 

Mary placed her darling on the 'knees 
of Mrs. Sutton, and then flung herseif on 
^the bosom of her afflicted sister. " Forr 
give ihe, best of fHeiids,** she exdaimed, 
**, for having ventured to dispose of myself 
withoüt yom* consent; it was only this 
evening that J yielded to the wish of Mrs. 
Chudldgh: alas! how coiüd I refuse to 
sooth by my presence the last moments 
of a friend so justly beloved ? My absence 
will be a short one ; I even fear that my 
dear Maria is too mueh exhausted to per- 
form the voyage on which her heart is 
fixed.** 

" Poor, dear creature," seid Mrs. But- 
ton, wiping her eyes, ** I am sure, sister, 
that you cannot be angry with Miss Sey- 
mour for shewing such angelJike huma- 
nity to a poor, dying fellow-creature ; God 
Altnighty will reward her goodness, ahd 
protect her from iall danger ; and she need 
not be aifiraid to leave her hephew, for; 
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bless bis dear heart ! I could not love hkn 
better i£ he were my own chÜd." 

Mary tumed hastüy towards the hefjpffjf 
gmiling infant» and taking bim m ber 
arms, raised ber beautifol eyes to HeaveHy 
sapng — " To thy divine mercy, oh Power . 
Supreme ! I oonfide this treasure of ray 
soul : Hnpelled by friendship Mid bumanity 
to leave for 'a time tbe oiJry tie whicb 
bnids me to exi«tence, I fearle^sly rely oa 
tbe protectjtoB) of God and tb^ affection of 
this amiable family to supply to bim my 
place." 

" That we will ! that we will !" cried 
Mrs. Sutton and ber daughters. " Bless 
bis angel face ! if we can help it, not a tear 
shall fall from bis blue eyes wliile ycui are 
gone." 

Mary feit that she 'was authorised to 
giVe ample credit to this assurance, since 
tbe only danger, whicb was Mable to hap- 
pen would be from their spoiling her cbild 
by over-fbndne»s> a fault whicb she could 
nyell excuse: that he would^ not have a 
wi$b ungcatifiedslie Viery. well kaaew; yet 



how she was tö as3ume suffident courage 
to take leav^ of him and Ixer. venerable 
fii^d, remained yet to \^ proved ; it was 
a trial that would requi]:e all her fortitudei^ 
as well a;s aU her eloquence, to hush the 
fears of Mrs. Byron, aiid to l^uing her to 
view her i^parture without those terrors 
and tl^at r^pugnao/ce which she now «xa-. 
pifestied. 



CHAPT^R 



N^i^NG^ hpwever, could iftduce Mrs^ 
ByjTQöito become reconQÜed to tihe äbsence 
of he]? beloyed Mary ; the dangers of the 
vpysge occurred to her miuid with aggca^ 
y^l^d hotrois ; a»d »be weijt the next day 
with. Mary tp pt^r a< visit to JVba Chudn 
leigh. ftdly det«rmmed to oppose her de- 
99j^^^e, l^befeelingheattofMi^ Byron 
wms^ß^lMMit^m^t yulnetahle part, ort 
behol^iiigtheipQk^ emadate& fomi o£ tha 
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lovely suflFerer, who, wom out with con- 
stant fever, and the exertion she had maäe 
in bidditig adieu to lady Victoria Volatile, 
stül found strength to describe, in animated 
language, her gratitude and love towards 
her generous young iriencl. 

Mrs. Byron, softened by her Situation) 
and perhaps by the probability of her 
being still persuaded to give up the 
voyage, at length consented to Mary's ac- 
companying her, Being persuaded to stay 
and pass the day, the servant was di^patch- 
ed for little Donald, who now reeeived ad- 
ditional caresses from the invalid; while 
Mary seemed to watch every movement 
of the boy, lest the slightest should escape 
her notice ; neither could she restrain the 
anxious tear from rushing into her eyes, as 
she remembered that every passing hour 
brought her nearer to that on which she 
should be obliged to leave her little idoL 

In the midst of her distress and hurry, 
Mary did not, however, neglect to write 
to Delia ; the coitimunication she had tO 
make wa^ not of a nature to tranquiUize 
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her feeFmgs; but she had promised, and 
she would not disappoint her. 

The next post broüght withi it the reply 
of her Cousin ; it was such as her character 
and disposition had led her to expect, and 
contained a repetition of thevow she had 
cnade, to be a mbther to little Donald, 
should he ever stand in need of her assist- 
ance; and an eamest entreaty that Mary 
would take every opportunity to Jnform 
her of all that concefned her interest and 
welfere. 

As the time approached which was to 
separate her from her chüd, the spirits of 
Mfary seemed, in proportion, to abandon 
her ; and at moments she everi doiibted if 
Ae should yet be able to keep sacred the 
promise she had made. Mrs. Chudleigh 
saw Ättd feit for her distress ; she proposed 
to her to give up her generous intention ; 
but Mary rejected the idea, and from that 
tnoment concealed, as mucb as possible, 
ßx>m her friend, the internal agonies she' 
^ndured. 

Sir William, however, beheld with stuk 



pieioifö dbread the 'strnggles betwcfen leve 
and fHendship; he ooold wdüi accountfar 
the obild ofa deod eieter being sacredly 
deor to such a heart aß Mary's ; but as the 
bey was left with those who t(mäi>j rtu- 
fied how to grätify all his wiahes, and as 
the absenee of his aunt would net be £»* 
any «erious length of time,- the excemv^ 
aorrow she displayed «eemed* to hina un- 
necessary and even ftidUsh: tbe interest 
she had abready excited in bis breaat made 
him, nevertheless, view her afflictioa with 
pity and friendly s^mpathy, imd he ex- 
Orted himself to the utmost to diTert 
and amujse her mind Crom the aubject on 
whidi it dwelt, regretting that it would 
not be in ins power to leave London an 
the day fixed for their dep^rture : he was, 
however, in hopes that, as they travelled 
slowly, he should be «ble to join them ön 
theroad. 

At length the moming arrived which 
was to try anew the strength öf Mary's 
fortitude. Mrs. Byron saw her almöst 
^inting, and unafole to bea^f up against the 



vicsoent ef parting &om her child : CGth 

cesL&ngher cv9^ fedü^ fcHrthe«akeof t^^ 

favotirite, she ^sumed a boirpwed odu- 

i^aige, and jtalked as if M^oy's yjsk was 

ipaerely one of a few days ; she continued 

^ jkeep her in eamest <x)nyersalion until 

tjhie trav£iUng carria^ pf MiF$. <ä>Hdleigb 

stopped at the door. Sir WilUem waß in 

it, as he was to be set dotvn in town ; and 

Mrs. Byron» who 'bebeld the deathlike 

paleness of Mary as she dasped heac ßon to 

her bosom, now eiitreated her to conquer 

as muoh as possible her sorrow, lest it 

shQ»jldawakeii in the mind of her early 

feiend suspicions injnrioustohercharaeter. 

Mary again and again embraced h» Uttle 

boy; again and ^gain she conjured Mrs. 

Byron to write to her daily ; thei? J^ftog 

bim to Üxe care of Mrs. Suttcm, who with 

hef dau^htqrs afieetion^teliy b^g^ lefiye 

to ki$§ her ebeelf, she gave her bltnd to 

her matemal frieiid, and hurried with oU 

imaginable sp^ to the pamage, lest ahe 

shoqld hß unaUe to perform ifae tadc sbe 

bad impowd cm bfxssdf* Sir William 
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took her from Mrs. Byron, who found that 
her assumed spirits were now fitöt receding; 
she could only press her once more to her 
bosom, and implore for her the protection 
of Heaven ; then kiss the extended hand 
of Mrs. Chudleigh, and hasten back to the 
house, wishing to eonceal from the ahnost 
fainting Mary the excess of her own dis- 
tress. 

The carriäge drove on, and in a few mi- 
nntes the white cottage of Mrs. Suttonand 
the heath were no lonijer visible ; it was 
then that the heart of Mary ceased to brat,* 
and, unable to combat any longer against 
the feelings of a mother, she sunk insen* 
sible on the Shoulder ofsir 'William, who, 
fbrgetting liis svispicions, and his secret 
determination of concealing how deeply 
she had interested him, betrayed to the 
terrified Mrs. Chudleigh the real state of 
hiß heart, in the tenderness he now evinced 
for the recovery of Mary. 

Sir WiUiam and Mrs. Chudleigh at 
lei^gth succeeded in restoring their young 
fiiend to a sense of their kindness, and of 
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the necessity there was that she should 
struggle against the force of her dvm ma- 
temal affecHon. Thanking them with the 
most engi^ng sweetness for the trouble 
she had cauiijed them, she attiibüted her 
Indisposition principally to want of rest, as 
she and Mrs. Byron had sat up the best 
paH of the night* 

Sir WSiiaxn^appeared to believe her, 
and in order to give her time to collect 
herseif, he began to make some arrange- 
ments with Mr«. Chudleigh respecting her 
joumey, and again expressed his hopes of 
being able to meet them before they reach- 
ed the end of it In town he was obliged 
to take his l^ave : the regret he feit was 
vi»ble on bis countenance as he bade them 
adieu ; yet his absence was of service to 
Mary,'since it now devolved upon her 
alone to pay those attentions to Mrs. Chud- 
leigh which her delicate health required. 

In thus being compelled to devote her- 
seif to the friend for whose comfort and 
bappiness she had made so great a sacri- 
iSice, Mary insensibly became more resigned 
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to her temovali aiid tempomy abseno^ 
firoin her little darling; while Mre. Chtid- 
leigb, who had witnessed the keennes^ of 
her^anguish, feit and expressed the live- 
Uest gratitude for this real proof of diion- 
ttK-esTted friendship : the extreme \veaknessh 
of her bodily powers inade the metion of 
the carriage pjdnfiil to her, yet^ she bore it 
With angelic patience ; not a compliont 
esG&ped her Ups ; her only wish seenied t& 
beto hide from Mary the extentof her 
silfferings, and to force her own sj^ts^^ 
that she might enüven th<^ of het-^ikch 
tknate companion. 

In Order tö begaile the tedioüisiifess of 
the joumey, Mrs. Chudleigh, during her 
short intervals of ease, propöiäed to give 
Mary some account of the eharäcter'oP 
lord D^Eresby, and ofthose who coinposed^ 
his family. ** Fa-st,** said she, " let me* 
begin with that of my guardian ; you wift 
seehim shortly, therefore I need not de- 
acribe his person ; it is such as, with the 
aid of highly-polished mannerd,' will jus* 
tify me in pronoundng him to be, thdugb 



necur fi%, a !»an well calcidated to capti« 
TOte the unoccupjed beaort of a young 
WomdDrv In bis yowtb he formed an at- 
tachment' to a beautifal Sp^oiish lady, who/ 
equally enomoured as himself^ quitted h^ 
netive knd, aaid accompaiTiied^him on hkr 
travelSf and'£na^]y retuined witb bim to 
Sn^öndi ' His^ fdthcrwa« tben living» and 
sÜoDgfy^ I may say uiyustly, opposed tho 
match^ ontbe ground s <£ donnar \ iolänte-8> 
being a Ga^tlKdl^;- at tbe^ «ame time urgin^ 
fainl> PIX paii^ of bis et^^mäl diispleasure, te 
marry tbie^ouly^ cbildb^aiidideman wh<»ii^ 
he had made cboice of fösp- a daugbfer ; if 
Jfe- an^sed; betold hußcandidly that he 
fihbuld disHihef it bkn - witliout any« sentit 
Büent« of ^emorse: 

" My guardian was not prepared ^t*- eöu 
cbunter so sad a reverse of fortime- as • that 
Ühreatened himr by liis* father \ he- made a' 
oesi^fident of donna^Violänte, wha, witfr 
the noble beroism öf bfer country, immeu^ ' 
diately determined- t<y saarlficeberself t&' 
thc wel&rerf bim she adored-; sbeeven* 
him to ^on^ly, wkhout 1^ ef ' 
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time, with the wishes of bis father, and 
give his hand to the lady Jbte had selected 
for him. Astonished by this idngular 
counsel from a woman who he. was but 
too well convinced continued to love hun 
with undiminished fervour, my guai'diaii 
hesitated how to decide ; love, gratitude^ 
and honour, made him resolve to disobey^ 
the Claims of filial duty ; but her constant 
entreaties at length prevailed^ and upon 
her promising to remain in England, and 
to admit bis visits as a friend; my guar- 
dian, in Opposition to his own heart, be-' 
came the husband of lady Susan y 

" Alas !' poor donna Violante !" sighed 
Mary ; " experience, sad experience, has 
enabled me to judge of what were her 
sufferings." 

" Heaven appearcd to frown upon this 
cruel Separation of two faithful hearts," 
continued Mrs, Chudleigh ; " in less than 
two years my guardian became a widow- 
er. Still the perverse obstinacy ofhisfa- 
ther, who was then fast declinirjg in health, 
once more opposed his union with donna 



Viölänte; he itm hSweir» t^glej üd 
ibe geaetm« Spttt&StA 6tt6e i6ore b^»uifi^ 
tlieböMAti^telicl«adcelis(äBit ooäiparäMi ei 
my g^kxH&ata, trho äsesfht radsC «dteääülj^ 
to^many her at the deoease <>f his fitiJierj; 
ithe steactily i'geethig eveiy {Hropösal to 
teeö»ie Im wSfe b«^ Ihaf i^^t ^tf 
Mb ^^ litäe Vklhftie^ fcoweyer^ de« 
f«itned "her -ftoblö latftiJfär df «fustenee ; 
aiid tüp^ gualp^ais whd {lasaioiiätdy loved 
her, cöuid äöt hi«ü^ix> look u^täi the iAho« 
o^t eause iv%i<& fafid ii*6bhed Miä of dl he 
hdd dear. 

Chi the deöease c( ^äs &th^ be beeaine 
hanm IXEresl^» and suoceiedeKl ^to a hirge 
«afäfe. Miä fkst act was tö ha^ tibe body 

hoa^di in the &äüly-vaiäil» ttriflt tile lsaSä6 
hetam» «S M* shg had h6i^ ^ ^l^; his 
1M!3i% U^tis&ai Ms ai«fl&dat^hi)^, thav five 
^$<eaM oli, ^d «6 kiVitef to hk hcmse the 
kdy ta whdfle care lihe hadbeen ei^erusfed 
«ineethefaettrofhei'bfiHEh. jSlIhough th^ 
{«raipMal was ä^ld^ advNbt^gebt»; A&s. 
vöfc. fr, I, 



S18 BONALD JfONTEITH. 

Vemon hesitatfed to aceept of it ; she was 
to have the entire manageio^at of lord 
lyEresby^ domestic coacems» the super- 
intendence of his daughter's education, 
and to be considered as the sole mistress of 
his family . ASection for her Utde diarge 
indüced her to otmsent ; yet when «he re- 
flected that his lordship was not forty, and 
herseif only thirty years of age, pnidence 
suggested that her charadter might be lost 
by a residence under the saine loof with so 
handsome a man, unless countenanced by 
the presence of another female. 

^' My gnardian, m order to obviate this 
grand objection, proposed that Mrs. Ver- 
non and his daughter should reside whoUy 
at his estate near Ply mouth, and that he 
would never visit it, unless accompanied 
by some female relation. Aceordingly 
Mrs. Vemon took up her residence at 
D'Eresby House, whexe she continued tili 
her death. This severe Idfes, I am told, is 
deeply feit by her young pupil, to whom 
she had faithfully discharged the tender 
duties of ß, mother ; »ay , William infoOTts 
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%e that Violante was quite a spoiled 
chilcU both by her father and Mrs. Vernon. 
JSince the unfartimate death of the latter, 
an only sister of bis lordship has resided 
with bim and Miss D'Eresby ; but from 
/wbat has heea described to me of lady 
Estüania Dorville, she must be a sad com- 
panion far a lovdy gk-l of «ixteen. • In a 
:8hort time, bowever, we «hall be able to 
fonn our own Judgment both of her lady- 
ship and her niece, to whom, as I have never 
iseen Öiem^ I am not scMry to have this op- 
^rtmiity of being introduoed ." 

" Miss D'Eresby will^ of course, possess 
all that her father has to bequeath to her/' 
said Mary. 

'^ She is aheady most handsomeljr pro^ 
vided for;' rephed Mrs. Chudlei^ ; " and 
as her father has resided constantly with 
lier since . the death of Mrs. Vernon, and 
entertains a ^great deal of Company, Yi- 
olante's beauty and wealth will soon, pro^ 
Tide for her a suitable matdi; I rather 
jsuspect that my guardian would havo no 

I. 2 



dtgecfiön were sir William Beaufort to 
"prcfpoBe himself ; but I know birt of one 
wrarum in the woAd that I could bear to 
.su^Iy the place of my lost sister.'' The 
eye» of Mrs. Cbudleigh met those öf 
Mary, who €Ould not misunderstenä theur 
tteaning* 

" Dearest ftiendr said Mrs. Chudleigh, 
** I have alws^s imagined until very lately, 
that, should William bestow his affections 
on anoüier object, it would embitter my 
peace of mind ; bot smce I have «een you^ 
Mary, and discovered your value, my 
hearthas cherished even a wish that sir 
William, who is one of the best of men, 
should attach himself to you for life : your 
^weetness, your ready obedience to the 
wishes of those you love, would make him 
amends for the disappointment he expe- 
rienced in his first love ; while his nume- 
rous virtues, his excellent disposition, and 
his feeling and tiflfectionate betört, would 
call forth the gratefiil tendemess of y ours, 
andrestore you to Üiat comfort and happi- 
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« 

Hess Gf whidb you liateunIbrtQtiatelybeflü 
deprived.'' 

Maiy pressed ijbe hasod qf t£e intdid^ 
'^ What a earnj^i^ent, my bdoved Maruip 
Imye you jiist paid me I I shaA remember 
it while I continue to exist ; it will bltmt 
the keenness of any insuh I may ih future' 
Koeiye; it wiU soothe my harassed fed^ 
ings, and nestore me to faiy own self-es* 
teem^; yet» dearest £riend, foi^ve me if t 
jequest that you will never again mentioü 
your generoOB hope ; if I thought Üiat air 
William regarded me in any other light 
than that of fiiendship, I should considet 
it as a seribus misfcnrf une ; it would depiiye 
me of the benefit of his advice» and make 
me &el uneasy in his presenoe ; the heart 
that has onee owned Monteith fbr its lord 
ean never stoop to p^ allegiance tp ano« 
ther master," 

As Mrs. Ghudleigh had written to jk>rd 
P'Eresby that she was.on the road, hia 
lordship met them at ibß last stage; andi 
giving his hoise to one of his attendants» 
got into the carriage of his wlurd» to whoB^ 



he biehaved with such attentive tend^mes» 
during the remainder of the joumey, thät 
Mary, whö was too apt to form hasty opi- 
nions, concluded that he was one among 
the few whoih she should respect and 
esteera. 

It Was easy to discover by the conduct of 
lord D'Eresby that he had been prepared to 
meet, intheperson of Mary, a friendhighly 
valued by Mrs. Chudleigh : had she been 
less beautrful, less interesting, she would 
have met with every poHteiiess from hisi 
lordship ; but when he diseovered that the 
beloved eompanion of liis ward was a 
young and lovely woman, evidently under 
twenty, the attentions which he paid her 
proceeded from something more than re- 
spect to the wishes of the fair invalid ; and 
so extremely pleasant, so entertaining, and 
so polished was his conversation, that 
Mary, though fatigued, feit sorry when 
they were interrupted by the stopping of 
the carriage at his lordship's seat. 

In the hall, the. roof of which was sup- 
ported by pillars of white marWe, round 
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which entwined a variety of natural 'flow^ 
ers still in blossem, they were met by lady 
Estifania Dorville and Miss D'Eresby; 
\yhile on each side were ranged the nume* 
Tous servants of bis lordship, arrayed in 
rieh liveries of green andgold, which were 
rendered more enlivening by the bright 
crimson of their other garments. Lady 
Estifania was tumed of fifty, tall, and 
^tately in all her movements; she had 
been handsome in her youth, but time 
had destroyed her charms, and only left the 
ruin of what she once was ; her manners 
were courüy and dignified, but so cold 
and distant, that for a moment the heart 
of Mary feit a chill. The genial waxmth, 
however, quiekly retumed as she feit the 
lively pres6iu*e of Violante's band, and 
heard the cheerful welcome which she 
gave, wild and unstudied as her native 
beauties. 

Lord D'Eresby, assisted by Mary, sup- 
ported Mrs. Chudlieigh to the drawing- 
room, one glance over which inimediately 
betrayed the magnificent taste of ikß 
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owner; andfc^ a few minutes Maiy $food 
)iQ$t in adminticHi. The simj^ücity to^ 
vrfaich she had been aoeustc^Bed, and tfa^ 
retiredlife she had, led, made h^ in a great 
Hieasure ignorant of the costly slyle in 
whkh the mansions of the nobiKty were 
jjow fitted up ; but her astonishment wa» 
floon intemipted by Mrs. Chudleigb, 
whose excessive lassitude obliged her to 
retire to her Chamber for the evenfaig, 
X«ady Estifania hoped that she would; find 
every thing arranged agreeable to her 
wishes ; lord D'Eresby embraeing her tetir 
derly, entreated her to eonsider herseif at 
home, and begged that she would not suf- 
fer her politeness to interfere with her 
ease, saying, that however happy he should 
feel in seeing her make one at his table, 
yet if she found rest and retirement neces- 
sary to her comfort, she had only to order 
whatever she thought proper to be served 
in her own apartmerits. 

" Violante," said his lordship, ** this 
young lady müst be your peculiar care ; 
never brfore haveyou had the opportunity 
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• 

of cultivatdng so sweet a fiiendi^p; I 
trust that you will be seduloosly attentive 
tb anticipate the wishes of Miss Sejrmoiir; 
lÜo-nigfat,'' he contmued; turnixig towards 
Mary 5 and respectiully pressing her litüe "« 
soft white band to his Ups, ^^ tcvnight I- 
^nfiign you to my daughter ; tö-monow 
I wiH endeavoyr to prove how highly I^ 
revere ihejriend of my- beloved ward." 

Miss iy£resby now assisted Mary ta^ 
conduct the enfeebled invalid tö the cham* 
bers prepared for her recejrtionr; thley 
passed up a noble marble staircase, en- 
riehed with valuable paintings, and oma* 
mented hke the hall with odoriferous 
dmibs, whöse varied perfume deli^ted 
the exhausted sufiferer^ who stopped ta 
inhale their odour; V 

" Oh, if you are fond of flowers," cried 
Violante, good-naturedly plucking some 
<^the finest, and presenting them toMrs. 
Chudleigh and to Mary, " I will order- 
plepty to be placed m your sitting^room 
before yqjt are up; to-morrow.'* 

l3 



4iY 
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She then led them into a long carpeted 
gallery, from the ceiling of which were sus- 
pended eight antique iamps of coloured 
jglass, to light to the apartments which were 
on one side of the gallery ; opposite to 
which wei'e Windows down to theground; 
they opened into a covered balcony that 
ran along the whole westem side of the 
mansion, and commanded a grand and 
tnjly sublime view of the adjacent ocean, 
and of the finely-disposed groimds of 
D'Eresby Hoiise ; the whole of the gallery 
was hung with pictures from the best 
masters; the curtains were of purple vel- 
vet richly fringed with gold ; and in the 
different recesses were placed Grecian 
couches covered with the sam^; by the 
side of each stood a little velvet footstool, 
for the accommodation of the indolent or 
weary. 

At the bottom of this gallery was a 
Kiüte of rooms, which, from the beauty of 
their Situation and the fineness of their 
views, had been appropriated to the ward 
of lord D'Eresby ; they consisted of a sit- 
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tiii^-ioöm» bed-chamber, and large dress» 
ing-dotet, in which had been placed.a 
bed for the attendant of the invalid. The 
windows^of each apartment communicated 
with the westem baloony, and were hiing 
with French curtains of rose-coloured sa- 
tin ; the chau*$ and sofaswere coveredi;ntb 
the same. Between each window of the 
sitting-room was a largemirror that re- 
flected the surrounding objects^ among 
which were some pleasing portraits of the 
ancestors of lord D'Eresby. In the mid- 
die of the room stood a table formed of 
porcelain, and painted by Violante from 
Spanish scenery ; it was supported by four; 
silver Cupids^ each holding a small scröHj, 
on which was engraven some lines from^ 
the best Italian poets, and applicable toi 
the grace änd beauty of Miss D'Eresby 's 
mother; a variety of differ^nt omaixient*; 
decorated the chimney-pieee* and the re^ 
cesses of the room, round which were 
placed Stands for books^ flowers, and china 
of Violante's painting. 

'^ Do not be alanned lest the rooms 
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shoold be damp,'^ said M» I^Eresby; 
^&r they aM mme, andl only vaeai;ei 
tfaem thia moraing.'' 

Mn. Chiidteigh apologized for haviag 
beeci the cause of her removaL 

^' Ofa, don^t mentiaa it»"^ aaid she» with a 
Tivacity that lendered her higUy capIsU 
icating; ^^ I thought, fiiuaa their quiet «äwt^ 
tion, that they would be more conv^oient 
tbaa wy others^ and theiefofe prapoaed to 
my &ther to resign them for your acoom^ 
modation ; but I shall not be far from you.; 
abould you waat any thing, or &d mcfis*: 
posed in the night, you have only to send 
your attendant to the suite of apartments. 
Xiext to these, and hy thua making me 
useful toyou, confer an obligatio)» onmy- 
»elf." 

Mary could have hugged the ^miable 
girl fbr this ^eadiness to obligQ tibe fiiend 
she loved. Tea was ordered, to be hrought i 
and Violante, who had already becQime the 
fitvom-ite of both Mmy and the invalid» 
wa« requested to stay and do the honou]» 
«f Üie taUe^ to «hidb sh# joyftilfy con- 
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sented, To Mrs. Chudleigh, as the ward 
ofhdf &ther» Violante'shewed a respectful 
t^ndem^ss ; to Mary, who was rather bet^ 
ter thau two years older than hersel^ ahe. 
behaved witb an affectionate ooufidence^ 
an opennes» of manner, as if they had been 
aeqpiaintedfromtheirchildbood, andwhich 
sQweU accorded with the disposition . of 
the latter, that the attachment soonJbecame 
jipautual, and Vk>laiite entreated Mary to 
share with her the apartinents which were 
airing for herseif. This, however, Mary 
pdüitely dedined, as it was her intention 
not to separate from the invalid. Miss 
D'Eresby forbore to press the subject; 
but imagining that Mary meant to occupy 
the dressing-doset, she was going to make 
some alterations, when Maxy replied, that 
with the permission of Mrs. Chudleigh, 
slae ehonld rob her of part of her bed. " If 
I were not to do this," said lAe, " I know 
that tjie afiection of my deär firiend would- 
pKYent her firom recaving any relief or 
^n^dbtion by my presenee/ 
M^a Chu^eigh Bmtted aSeetionately on 
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Mary, but she was too much fatigued to 
ccmverse; and Violante, who feared lest 
her stay might at this moment be trou- 
blesome, took leave of them for the night» 
stjictly enjoining Mary to send to her, 
should she be in want of any thing. 

The travellers soon retired to the inte- 
rior Chamber, the decorations of which cor- 
responded with those of the sitting-room ; 
this also was hnng round with pictures, but 
, they were chiefly landscape-scenery from 
the Italian school, and though exquisitely 
beautiful^ Mary deferred examining them 
for the present. 

Mrs. Chudleigh, wom out with the mo- 
tion of the carriage, retired to bed ; and 
Mary, who could not dose her eyes with- 
out first addressing a few Knes to jMrs. 
Byron, seated herseif in an easy chair by 
the side of the fire for that pui'pose» Her 
igy es, however, naturally wandered o\^er tlie 
apartment, which was now only faintly 
ilhimined by the flame of a silver lamp^ 
which, as it bumt, emitted an aromatic 
odour. The toilet of Miss D'Eresby re- 
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mained, to prevent the unnecessary tröu- 

ble of unpacking more thän was requisite 

for the immediate use of the invalid ; all 

the boxes and omaments of the dressing- 

table were gold; even the frame of the 

looking-glass was silver-gilt, and the bot- 

tles for the various perfumes of Violante^ 

were riclily cut, with gold tops, on which 

the name of Viola was ^ngraven. The 

covering of the table was white sars^net^ 

with a deep border of purple violets; onr 

each side of the glass was placed a Grecian 

figure of the same metal as tlie frame, tjie 

hands of which supported wax tapers, 

which enabled the lovely mistress of these 

treasures to adom a person which re5[uired 

no Ornament to heighten its captivation. 

An elegant case füll of bboks splendidly 

bound next atträcted tKe notice of Mary, 

who judging, from what she had hearS, 

that they werö the choice of Viölarite,' 

rose softly and went towards it, thinking 

that by the selection she might discoVer 

themind and taste of Miss D'Ei'esby ; they 

ccmsisted chiefly of poetry from the Frencb 
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and Italian, with some of their best novels 
and romances; to these were added the 
most entertaining in her own language. 
Curiosity prompted Mary to open one of 
the amatory poems ; several of the passages 
were marked in pencil, and plainly be- 
trayed that the heart of Violante was no 
stranger to the tendemess of love. Mary 
dosed the case, and retumed to perform 
the pleasing task of writing to her mater«-- 
nal friend. 



CHAPTER X. 



'*^^*^^'0**^*'*^***»' 



Next moming, as soon as Mr^. Chud- 
leigh's bell had rung, Violante begged to 
be ^mitted. Her light and graeeful 
form gcarce pressed the carpet as she flew 
tjo kisi the extended hand of the invalid, 
and to inquire, in a voice which vied with 
the musical sweetness of Mary's, how she 
had passed the night? A hectic fever 
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preyed upon the languid frmme of Mr». 
Chudleigh, and the violence of her cou^ 
was increased by a cold which she had 
eaught during the journey. She there- 
fi»e gladly availed herself c^her guardian's 
permiesion, and had l»reakfast in her owir 
apartment. 

As 3CKHI as it was known that she was 
^p^ lord D'Eresby and his sister paid Mrs. 
Chudleigh a visit ; and Mary, at the desire 
of Violante, proceeded to inspect the beau- 
ties of the niansion. 

In was in vain that the amiable invalid 
endeavoured to hide firom the watchful 
eyes of her guardian the extreme exhaus-^ 
tion of her bodily powers ; the cough, the 
hectie flush^ and the state of her pulse, 
greaüy alarmed him, and he entreated her 
to consult with his family-physician be- 
fbre she attempted to embark for the 
Peninsula. 

" Let me bese^h you,** said lady Esti- 
fania Dorville, with great stateliness, yet 
'ivith evident humanitj^ " to bf guided by 
his lordship's advice;.it is qf tbe highest 
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importance to yoiir relations and friendg 
that you should not rashly endanger a life 
which is precious to them ; I really feel 
deeply concemed, Mrs. Chudleigh, to see 
you so much weakened by your joiimey; 
but I also derive consolation in witnessing 
the sisterly attentions of that lovely yoiing 
woman who has just left us ; I am not apt 
to give way to first impressions, but after 
endeavouring to resist the eSPects of them^ 
I find this moniing that they are as strong 
as ever, and that Miss Seymour's modest 
and unassuming manners, joined to her 
tender solicitude for your comforts, have 
gained my good opinion and esteem, even 
against my own will ; for it is a rule which 
I have laid down, and whieh I have ad- 
hered to for many years, never to bestow 
on any one my friendsliip until I have 
proved them to be deservmg of it." 

'' In this instance," replied Mrs. Chud- 
leigh, " your ladyship may with safety 
make Mi^ Seymour an exception to the 
rule ; whei* I was first introdueed to her 
by my Cousin Richardson, I could barelj 
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läy thät I existed; I had miiformly led a 
life of constant seclusion; which iii<^reased 
my disorder, and took from me all bodily 
powers of exertion ; the i?tveet attentions 
of Miss Seymour, her cönversation, and 
her various accomplishments and tälents, 
which are of a superior order, first roused 
me from the lethargic State Into which I 
had fallen, and made me feel that the 
worid yet possessed a balm for my wounds, 
a charm that could soften down the 
poignancy of my grief, and make the heavy 
hours appear as minutes." 

" Indeed !** exclaimed lady Estifania, in 
a tone of surprise ; ** and was this powerfut 
charm to be foimd alone in the society of 
Miss Seymonr ?"" 

" Even so," replied the invalid, with 
grateful affection. " The effect which her 
presence had itpon my spirits and liiy 
health made my generoüs friend deter- 
mine tö devote her tirae solely to me ; ihe 
same attachment and disinterested friend- 
^hiphäveled her to feacrifice all personal 
considerationa, and to accompany me to 
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Spain; I should be unworthy ofsuch a 
)!ieart as her», did I not feel happy m 
baring an opp(Mi:unity of acknowle^gii^ 
ker valne, my own obligations, aiid of en* 
deavouring to secure to her the esteen» 
jand good ofBces of your ladyship and my 
worthy guar£an." 

" You hare enchanted me, Maria," ciied 
Sord D'Eresby, ** with the charact^ you 
have drawn of Miss Seymour ; I will hop^^ 
that in some way or other it may be in 
my power to repay a part of tiiie debt you 
owe her." 

. " She must be an excellent young 
woman," said lady EstifaniaDorville,/*and 
deserves to be patronized even by me;. 
pray, Mrs. Chudleigh, what are her con-^ 
nexions ? she has the appearance of a gen- 
tlewoman." 

" She is an orphan of good family," re- 
plied Mrs. Chudleigh, " and has reeeived 
an education which is by no meaiis super- 
ficial; her fin£Uices are limited« and in 
consequence of the recent death of a be- 
loved relative^ she is now under the pro* 
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teciion of a venerable femal^ friend, who 
has also to extend her kindness toa little 
boy, the nephew of Miss Se3nmour, whose 
mother bequeathed him, «s a dying gift^ 
to the care of my friend, imtil his fäther, 
who is abroad, should retum to England, 
Such a gift could not feil to render the ih- 
ißmtt doubly dear toMary, who has che*- 
rished ham with all a mother^s tenderness 
since the loss of his own, and nothing oA 
earth, I am persuaded, could have induced 
her to quk her Kttle nepliew but her affeo- 
tion for me, and her entire ccmviction that 
her loss wouM be to me irreparable.'* 

" AlasT exclaimed lady Estifania, for- 
getting fcfr a momc«t her natura ^tateli-» 
ness, ** an orphan, portionless and nearly 
friendless ! Alas ! alas ! and so young and 
lovelyr Then resuming her usual man- 
ner — ^ I am gkd, Mrs. Chudleigh, that 
ytm know this young weman, as well fcM* 
ymir own wmfort, as for her good; 
through her kindness Id you, she may 
meet with firieiids that raay be of use td 
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Lord D'Eresby was silent, but he feh 
not less interested ; the few hours which 
he had passed in the Company of Mary 
had impressed him with a high opinion rf 
her mind; the symmetry of hör form 
pleased his critic eye, and the beauty of 
her features, the delicacy of her skiii, only 
wanted the addition of a. colour to aid the 
natural brilliancy of her fine blue eyes, 
and heighten the fascination of her pensive 
counteiiance. His penetration unmedi- 
ately discovered that a hidden grief^ even 
Hiore serious than that of friendly coneem 
for his ward, had faded the rose wlüch yet 
occasionaily Hushed upon her fair cheek 
as she met his admiring glanee, and lie 
now feit a stronger motive tlian curiosity 
to know if hopeless love had aimed his en- 
venomed dart against the bosom of the 
lovely stranger, 

Mary meanwhile foHowed the light 
footsteps of Violante over the splendid 
mansion of her father; herseif the child 
of love, and rcared by the band of blind 
öifection, Violante's inind had been suf- 
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f ^red to pursue its own indinations, and 
to feUow the undieoked impulses of a 
l^eart which made love the soyereign lord 
of ^ its movements; in her opinion» that 
passion which govemed the noble soul of 
her deceased mother, and wliich had taught 
her to sacrifice herseif, her fame, and all 
that was most.sacred, to the wel&re of her 
iover, was the sole object worthy to occu- 
py the heart of a woman ; and Violante 
had scarcely attained her thirteenth year, 
when her own beat with resistless energy 
tobecome the sole mistress of the affec- 
tions of a young man who for a short time 
resided under the same roof with herseif. 

Wärm and ardent in her attachments, 
she iievertheless w^nted the constancy of 
her mother, and thoughat first half dis- 
tracted by the departure of Edgar Mor- 
daunt, a seoond passion, fiercer than the 
first, soon took possession of the light and 
lyaveriiv; soul of Violante. No obstade, 
no fear, had power to damp its fervpur ; in 
the Short space öf a fortnight, she contrived 
to have frequent Interviews with the ob* 
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ject of her regard ; they exchdi^^ed vows <^ 
mutual tenderhess, md pofted. Two yean 
iiad elapsed, and stäl Violante Femamed 
ondi^iged; thc letters of her lavier, which 
breathed a passion wai^m and fervent um 
ber own» served to rekmdle the flame 
which bumt m the bos(nn of Violatite, and 
the chexished bo^ of soon reeeiving bis 
teader caresses, reanimated her beyon^ 
ber usual i^hrits, and gave to ber krgef 
and languishmg falack eyes ^ üte whicb 
wdazzled tbe beholdeo*. 

In the person of Mary, Mise D'l&esby 
beheld a companion suited to her ye^^ 
•while the pensive tendemess of her fea* 
tures assured her that »he might^ without 
fear, confide to her the «ecret of h« souL 
Mary, equ^y charmed by the appearance 
of Violante, listened with |^Eeasore to her 
conversation and remarks, which, thougb 
tinctured by romance and love, yet ner«- 
theless displayed a versatilily oi native 
wit and talent that made her sodety fas- 
rinating. 

If the ßen«esx>f Mary had been dazzled 
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y the richness of lord D*Eresby's &inily 
jawing-room,they were still more so when 
lis daughter, vnth one arm passed fami- 
iarly round her neck, led her through se- 
-eral suites of apartments fitted up ac- 
ording to the costume of different na- 
ions, all exhibiting a display of wealth» 
aste, and magnificeiicje, perfectly new to 
he conception of Mary. The splendour 
f the gold and silver omaments, the size 
nd beauty of the mirrors, the richness of 
he various lamps which were suspended 
rom the painted ceilings, all separately at- 
r^^ed the admiration of Mary ; yet she 
etumed with pleasnre to the first apart- 
nent, which, though less costly than the 
»thers, had an air of oomfort and happi- 
less that made Mary prefer it to the rcst ; 
ts draperies, which hung round the room, 
v^ere of white velvet beautifully painted ; 
he chairs, sofas, and öttomans, were made 
o correspond, wh3e the curtains, which 
lartly concealed the liglit of four large 
Windows opening on the wildly-diyersified 

VOL. IV. M 
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graunds of thetougfo W€re blue satin witEt 
t deep fringe of sUver ; they were fiistened 
hack hy a litüe chain» whiclt huBg round 
the uedk of a silv«* dove, fit «mblem of 
the peacefid harmcmy which neigned 
taopng the iahftbitants of D'Ereahy House, 

1d one comer of tbe apartment stood 
the harp of Violante, and in a reeess wa« 
plaoed a grand piano, over which she xm 
her slaider finger>s witb a carelessness tfaat 
hetxayeA -either a want of skillor warnt of 
taste; Mary thoujj^t that it could not be 
the latter, and thereftjre roquested her uew 
feiend to play an Italian air which wai 
hefore her. ' Violante entered into the 
enamönred feelings of tlie poet, but she 
did not do justice to the composer .; and 
Mary iramediately discovered that she had 
been but an inattenti ve pupil, a& her know- 
ledge in music was very üttle above me- 
diocrity. 

They were now jmned by lord DTEireßby 
and lady Estifania Dorvifle, the latter oi 
whom cosxung up to Mary, i$ai(i~^' Iba;ve 
been H»tening, Miss.Seymour, to the;jpleas- 



ing dbaf9cter of ip i^miabte ^nd cfKenelkwt 
youiig womwi, w)Mk$e kminest lowaif4f 
the suffermg imA o£ ItmL B'Emsby fan» 
gawed both \m este^n mmI mkie: Miss 

he^d and beonf; and i^biiüll be hitppy' to jpWt 
der y au any servioe.'* 

Mary oourt^sied to hef Jadyshq» vdßi 
moAest gtace^ and thaiiMag bw finr the ba« 
nour she had just con^ened, asaur^ faepr 
Iiidys^ ih»t she wcHild ^detveAir to 
vkmi the estei»n ihus gmmmAy b^s^wed 
on a $tranger. 

LcMrd D'Ereaby teök h^ hm4 wA 
jciomgitymiix tibat of fai$ dau^ter, aaid--^ 
'< All ihst I ade o^ pn^ent of JNßa» 8^-> 
mour », AiA she wäl lodk: u|kx)q Vierte 
as allster.'' 

*> A434 eonader y<Hi as hfv bccjthcsF, mjr 
dearfether?" 

The fine^Iow <» hia \(m^9k^% eomite« 
nance grew deeper ; he kissed the hi^ and 
poludied forelMlad of hib^ daugiit^, asying, 
^ I ouiC 4^ ^y Violante^ iseeure the 
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good opinion, the confidence of your cliamii 
ing feiend, before I ask to be cjwisidered 
in the tender light of a relation.'* 

Lady Estifania now quitied the cham-^ 
ber, having invited Mary and her nieee ta 
accompany her in a walk. Lord D'Er^by 
also joined his entreaties. " Has my 
daughter shewn you the different apart- 
ments which were likely to afford you any 
amusement ?" said he. 

Mary replied that she had been indebted 
to Miss D'Eresby fqr the display of what 
had convinced her of the superior and re- 
fined taste of his lordship ; never before 
had she witnessed such an assemblage of 
elegance blended with magnificence. 

Lord D'Eresby appeared highly pleased. 
* But you have not," said he, " had time 
to examine my collect] on of pictures ; if 
you will allow me, I shall feel honoured by 
you^ permission to explain them to you 
inyself." 

Mary of course consented ; but anxious 
to return to Mrs. Chudleigh, she would 
not promise to walk with them imtil she 
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%iad first Seen her fiiencL She therefore 
liastened to the Chamber of the invalidt 
who persuaded her, against her will, to 
gratify the wishes of her guardian and his 
Siister. She accordmgly again descended, 
if> the joy of Violante, who still loitered in 
the hope of hearing her footstep. 
. Lady Estißinia took the arm of Mary, 
who no longer feit ehilled by her presenöes. 
In conversing with her and lord D'Eresby, 
Itfary unconsciously increased the admird- 
Hfionofboth; the diffidence, yet graceful 
sweetness of her maimers, charmed his 
lord^ip; while the pleasing attentions 
whieh she paid to the age and opinions of 
her iadysldp secured her regard, and ac- 
tually induced her to drop insensibly the 
JmuUur ard statdiness of her deportment, 
in Proportion as shß listened to the just 
i^id elegant observatrons of her youthful 
companion, which the beauty of their walk' 
through the grounds of his lordship, an4 
the grandeur of the views, occasi(mally 
iCalled forth. 

JfQthinjg could exceed the suUime tf- 



ftct öf (Jie oceaw, whidb h^fe and thei^ 
lafiKJk& iipöti theif %ht thi^^mgh the üfpm^ 
lüg of tbe tree^, m they asccftided s($me 

<5Ätchärtg a glimme of tli^ «eä ; atiü M«yv 
t6 whöiii t'bö öeetie w«^jrtfe(*tly öei«i 
could not reistfalü the deligkt ute now feät,- 
of dieck her admirattoj^ of tU*^St ««r- 

• 

Tootiied benr. Akhough it was the mil«^ 
die öf Winter, yet ev&y tMng bore the air 
0f «orly autumn ; the Towers blfH^mel^ 
äond tfae birds sang ad sw&etlj m iiiüiak 
^easoti of the year wben Natttre put$ es 
her riebest livery, aitd dothes the landdcape 
with unnumbered beaulies. 

On their rettitti to the hou^, ä «er V^t 
announced the ^prival öf «ir William Beatl* 
fatt\ aiid Moiy, who had a gecret ho|>e 
that he xtiight be the beöl-er of ä letfcef for 
beweif, hastehed tö the tjpmtnent of Mrß. 
ßhttdlfeigh with ftft eagernesüj whieh did 
ftol e»c«p^ the tioftlce <rf lord D Ete«by^ 
Vfhöi wJtfe his sistei- ^rfid the llght-footed 
Violante, foUowed to bid liim welcome. 

JBir William rose at the ^txittmä^ of 



Mary ; »nd hurrying ta meet her, inqtiired^ 
in the tenderest voke, after herheafth? 
Exercise had called the rose to her clieek, 
i^^hich deepened as the fiiendly wish oi 
ihe mvaBd cspossed her miÄd ; thaugh eoiv 
fiised, »he yet expressed her pleasure at his 
presence. 

" Lef me increase it, my lovely fiiend,* 
ßaid sir William, ** and insüie to myself a 
itill -sweeter welcome.'* He then pre* 
«ented to her a lett« fr<Mn Mrs. Byron, 
Ättd another from Delia. ** What do I not 
deserve," said he, " finr bdng the bearer of 
such important intelligence as the perfect 
health of your little nephew ? My business 
4etained me longer tha;n I expected, and 
I therefore drove post to Hampstead^ that 
I miglrt aßbrd Mrs. Byron an opportunity 
of writing a few Knes to assure you of the 
welfere of those most dear to you.** 

Mary's eloquent eyes spoke her gratis 
tude; but the entrance of the famity 
checked the warm thanks she would have 
iittered. Sir William diopped her hand^ 



«od die Ktiie^ into ihe inner KjpntifmA 

That o£ Mm Byron was shdrt; butit 
eontained tbe raptnrous ßssarasace cf her 
dear boy's wel&re, and ihe . important 
news that she had ffven heac address to 
Mrs. Monteyii, who with her.husband 
were now in London. The fbrmer had 
taken the oj^ortunity, of oallingat Hanip- 
ftead dumig the absenoe of Menteiäi, fioll 
^txf the hope of emharacing hör, She had 
Ijassed the day wiih Mrs, Byron, talking 
of Mary, and cäressing her lordy boy , and 
had expressed the utBObq^ sosrow at the 
. cause ofhk mother'^B a,bsenGe. Mr.: Gra- 
ham was in Scotland ; but as Agnes had 
promised to write to Mary immediately, 
Mrs, Byron had left it to her to communi- 
cate the conversation that iad passed be- 
tween them. It conduded with ä wann 
^ulogium on sir William, and an eamest 
entreaty that Mary would be doubly at- 
tentive to her o^vllhealth. 

The letter of Delia, and the affectionate 
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«önfidence it displayed, revived the hur- 
lied spirits of Mary. The rapture to 
which the certainty of her chHd's safety 
gave birth was checked by the mention 
of his father's name, and the rose had ceased 
to blush on her cheek when she retumed 
to the sitting-room of the mvaiid. 

The physkaan of lord I^Eresby was 
now announeed, and the gentlemen öf 
course retired. Mary anxiously watehed 
his features, as if to gather from them his 
real sentiments ; he was a man of &w 
words, and though possessed of great 'ddfl 
and practical kn^wledge, his manners were 
by no means either gentle or concüiatary:; 
he plainly told Mrs, Chudleigh that she 
must give over aUthoughts of a sea-voyÄgei 
ßs it would be immediatdy fatal to her, 
and he ordered her to r^nain where she 
was, and to keep as tranquil as possible; 
the mildnesswof the elimate and good nurs- 
ing, with a steady adhere»ee to im ixre- 
jscriptions, might yet save her life. Mn^ 
Chudleigh j^/^ thät to be impossifole; ye^ 

m8 . 
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^apan the retüm of her güardian atid m 

WilUaiti^ still etpressed a desire ix^ attetnpt 

the attdiiiment of her wishes. 

All, however, except Mary^ -WOTttily op- 

^yosed IM desigtii she alone was silent, 

fix>m motives of delicwiy, lest her advicc 

-shoiild Sjtetti fidfish. 

^* What S6ys my Mary ? .Doäes she op- 

pose my dariing Wifch ?" kiquired the m- 

Vafid. 

Mary presiJed tbe bimia^g hiaid öf Mrs. 

Chudleigh to her lips j she bent oi^er the 
öotich on which she lay, and softly whis- 
pered in her ear — **- Yoivknow my readi- 
ness to accompäny you, dearest Maria; i 
I havie ho will but yottrs.* 

The invalid raised het languid eyes to 
the pensive face of Mary ; they expressed, 
lA i^teitt eloqueaicej her heArf s öönrabive 
throbbings. 

Again lord D'Eresby and sir Wiliiätti, 
who had ^rittartdy spöken to the physi- 
tiin, entreated l«er lA tiie t»d^e»Ät matt- 
Her to relitiqulih^ a* letet fot the prescht, 
her dangerous \ofe^. Mrs, Chudleigh 



liad not |)ower to combat against their 
tmited persuasions ; at length she yielded ; 
l>ut äie starting tears which ehased each 
other down feer crimson ' cheek betrayed 
how much it cost her to relinquish the 
fand wish of her soui 

*' To-morrow," «aid sir WiHiam, ** I 
tnust enfbark ; my stay may not exceed a 
inontJi ; it may even be shorter ; I will yet 
cherish the hope of entertaining you on 
board my ship, and of as«isting you, Ma- 
ria, to perfbrm the taibute of conjugal 
faiffection;" 

" That must be done inbeaven,* faintjy 
Implied the exhausted^sufferer ; " for not in 
ithis World does the Almighty pennit me 
to fiilfil Hiy vow ; my soul, emanc^pated 
:from its earthly fetters, will fly through 
the regions of space, and hovexing ovelr 
the spot which contains the remains cf my 
itainted Emest, jmjtect fixwoi injury the 
^gpound made sacred by his ashesr 

" Banish these mdan^t^ly ideag, my 
lirfoved ward," said iord D'Eresby ; " ikej 
^aflfect US 4eep3y ; jout lovely Mmd Jhas 
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»beeil, obliged to quit the cbamber/thatl» 
4istress migM not be witnessedl^ those 
<te whom it oiüj renders her more esti^ 
«Wable." 

• ' JLady Esti&ijüa rose vn£b dignify» and 
foUowed Mary, who^ with the good-nar 
ttured: Violante, had retired to. weep un- 
seai m the bed-room of the invalid. The 
iurms of li^iss D'Eresby were thrown round 
ihe neck of Mary, mho lose on the eiir 
trance of her ladyship, and came forward 
to takeheF exten^ad band. 

" Do Tiot ghre way, Miss Seymour, ta 
Ihis amiable affliction, for so \ may surely 
te^poci the sorrow which you testify for the 
wsLtd of lord D'Ei^sby ; yet grieve not, 
my sweet girl ; if it shquld please Heaven 
to deprive you of caie friend, you have 
gained anoth^r, Dry your tears, my chil- 
dren, and jretum with me ; Mrs. Chudleigh 
jieeds rest; we will leave her to your care." 

After a äumber of an hour the invalid 
Äwoke somewljat refreshed; .and Mary 
jead to her the letters of Mrs. Byron and 
her Cousin, with a view of diverting her 

J8 
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tlioughts frpm her recent disappointment 
^* I feel so much better," said Mrs. Chud- 
leigh, " since I have slept, that I mean to 
take my tea this evening with you in the 
drawing-room, unless there are any visi- 
tors ; and do you, my love, to oblige me, 
make one at the dinner-table." 

To this, however, Mary pQsitively ob* 
jected ; and Violante, who had just entered 
and heard the intention of her father's 
ward, gave Orders that no Company should 
be admitted, and that the hour of dining 
should be earlier than usual. 

The charm of Mary'« presence, the hope 
of hearing her syren voiee, made the gen- 
tlemen rise firöm table as soon as lady Es- 
tifania moticmed to retire. They , then 
hastened to the Chamber of the invalid, 
who, though weak and scarcely able to 
move, stül fdt a desire to pass the last 
evening of sir Wüliani's stay with liim and 
the family, as well as from a wish to hear 
Violante and Mary perform on the harpu 

* _ 

Äupported by sir William and lord 
D'Eresby, Mrs. Cfaudleigh passed throu^h 



"WM obliged to podfte to recüvet brestfi» 
"when mr William, täking her genüy in 
liig äannS) üaii:%ed her in sufety to the bot^ 
ir»tt, and thence bito t^ d^M^ing-ioom. 
The exertion, as was to be fe^atti^ ovci^ 
came her; but sbe somrecci^ered» sildihefi 
Tilade knowA the motives of her visit 
Attotfaer harp was iartttiüy procutdl Ihni 
tiie muBic-room, which Idrd D^EreAf 
fnresented to Mary; fae Hien sek^ted mim 
löf bis &Toiirite nmstc from the b^nitifidl 
•<^mpösitions cf Thconia Moore; but 
Mary -s totich was bo ^ «uperior to fhit of 
y iolante, that, after they had pkyed «ome 
«duets, bis lordship r^uested that they 
woiüd make a trid of tiidr «käi on the 
-piano ; here agaiii the ^periciity of 'Maiy 
was feit by lord D*Ei«sby, and acknow- 
iedged by fais daughti^ with great good- 
nature. Lady Esti&nia also ccmipümetit- 
«d her on 4hß exoellenoe of her perform- 
tance smd the sweetness of her voice, and 
heggeA that she would oblige h&c by ^t- 
ixig her »ece soioe JaBtrttctioQS; whäe 



l«d ITEt^esby dedai^ that he had be^ 
so coöi|)ietdy ^hchäaitöd by the taste and 
ffeelilig i^lie evinöed, as Well as by the rieh 
iftiellöWheös öf her voice, that he Would 
soonei* listen tö a softg sntig by Miss Sey- 
tooüt tliati to ^y of our first-rate singers, 
^ — " My foildtiess fot tniiBic," said bis lotd^ 
«hip) *^ ttiäde me desirous that Violant^ 
«honld excell in that detightfiil art ; but 
«he k a little wUd creatufe, s^oiled by too 
inüch indulgeiK5«e, and has negleeted t6 
«tudy it as mueh as she ought t<} have 
done. Yöiff gdödneÄS lifts kfd you^ my 
«dear Mm Seymoui;^ to promise her h part 
•of yxnir ütnt ; I will not my how Mi4>ch I 
:^dl v^e My lit^ ^iltention shewA tb 
tny dau^ter, btil I will teö ywi, thftt, 
^öuld shi6 be üble tö catch a portioH dt 
yma: inspked gcaiiu»^ ^d plöf Wfth the 
«dUie maigic «weetineifis ts yours^^ taf 
<*ligatt(m will tiöt be ^ B^t ane.* 

^' Doaresi Mhetr ^ed Viölante^ tteöw^ 
Ifig her ^t6uc^l&tms ai-ound his litek) a«td 
foiidly ki^fibig W <(^^k, *" With ^ch tA 
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vUl exert all the taieats IpOBse» to pleue 
you, and to evinoe my gratiti^de to ller•^ 
She then sprang baek to Maiy^ vith tiie 
agility of a&wn, and emhradng lier new 
j&iend, exiM:ess6d her thanks far her uip 
tended kindness, in her usual .warm .and 
anunated languagci, and wit^ a gpe^ce whi^ 
^seemed .to dwdl in ev^ry look or move- 
ment of tiie.dark-€^ed beuity. t 

'^ Has not that young ereatijre, sir Wür 
jiaxa, already leaj:ntto%ci«ate?? inqim^ 
4he doiiqg &theK. 

Sir William replied in the affirmative; 
<K)uld he do otherv\4se, as his eyes wander- 
ed over the perfect symmetry of her ever- 
chaiiging form, clad in ä robe of the finest 
muslin, through which/was seen the firm 
jound bosom that throbbed with all the 
wild romantic passioii of a glowing ima- 
^nation? the diamonds which sparkled 
on her long and polished neck were scarce 
Jtnore brilliant than tihe dazzling fire of her 
dark eyes, aided by the erimson of hö* 
dear brown cheek ; her round and dimpled 
:ana% endrded with Erstem diains cf 
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^M, and dasped with jewels, were bare 
to the Shoulder. The voluptuous display 
of nature's liberal beauties might excite in 
the heart of sir William a thrill of mo- 
raentary passion, but the language of love 
which melted in the eye of Violante, the 
half-naked Iw^ast, exposed to the gaze of 
vulgär Observation, forbad for ever the ex- 
dtement of a pure and honourable attach- 
ment ; the soul of sir William disdained 
the possession of diarms whidi were to be 
Seen by every one ; and Violante, though 
young, beautiful, and farmed to be adored, 
even to itiadness, was, therefore, not the 
object which attracted his senses or fasä* 
nated his hearL 

It was one in whose sweetly-pensive face 
ihe blush of modesty kindled at the gaze 
■of admiration or the voice of praise, whose 
form, beautifuUy proportioned by the band 
<?f grace, yet left all to the hixuriant ima-- 
gination of man ; the sno^vy bosom, the 
w hite and polished arm, no more exposed 
than decency might sanction, were never- 
tlielcss sufficiently ^eeh to be admited ; no 
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"Smäem cfea^ et spMädingf dkmoiids iHM 
tlicSr qtatk md äktthng ^fabtiäs» md oniy 

kA tlK-fiided iMe to bkiwmi <^ 

irfbkd: lAee» witk no ckMttMktt bMtii« 

«iid a Aamnur Mick ribbdhrattiid Ker mic^ 
to whidi WM nttpcikded tt« MrcMd nä^ 

ing cotitrast to Ute WfAeaäotxt of erei^ 
thitig Üiat surrounded her; and thaogh. 
the beauty öf her features was not crf that 
languishing örder as those of Violänte^ yet 
M William*« heart told him that Mary 
was cäpable of inspiring a more lasting at* 
ta^hnK^nt, »inoe onee lovöd, «he must he 
loved for ever. " Such," thought sir Wfl. 
liam, M he gazed on Mary with friendly 
ao&citude, ^* is the Woman that I coiüd 
wish to sdect for a oompanion for life; 
but dreumstances seem to omen a seoond 
diaappointment'' 
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Mts. Cbodlei^ appeared to derive so 
TOucäi pkasure fröm Hie soothlug effeet^ of 
miisic, tha* Mary began to hope she Waar 
not jet beyond thc power of raedicine to 
sÄve. This delightful illusion was too soo» 
dii^lled; a night of fever, heightened 
by indessant coughing, convinced Mary of 
the dendemefi of her bopes. 

Sir WüUani break&sted with tlni in- 
Y%M^ the melanchoiy exprcssion of hi» 
feattires, which conyeyed to the mind of 
Mary his feärs, afiected h« ^iiits ; but 
idie ctrorve to appear dieferftil, thougli at 
momeilts her heart seemed bursting wiüi 
tiie weight of it« «orrow. Mrs. Cbudleigh 
appeared perfectiy ^ware that this was he» 
last interFißw Idtii «ir William, y et her 
mind was coUected, and h^ fortitude not 
assuifiedL ^J^ cotier to give her an op{)Of'. 
tuuity of expressing all her wisiie», JVIaiy 
for a Short tiine quitted thö Chamber, but 
WAS soon recÄÜed by sir WiHmtn, who, with 
eyes dim witli tears, silentiy conducted hat 
to the CDHch of the suflferen 
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'. }}' Bearert Mary,'' said Mn. Chudleigii, in 
a low Tcdee, ^perhaps it is the will of Pio- 
, Tidehce that I should be\ tumnumed henoe 
before the returnofsir William. Letme 
Boti iherefore^ lo8e the oidj^oppoiiuiiitjr I 
may ever again'haye of xeoHmiiendiiig 
bim to you, my dearett .Mary^ as a.fiieiid 
in whom ypu may eaMy eonfide your most 
aecret thou^ta. FitomiBe me, dear giil, 
that should. you evec atand in^need of ad- 
yioe or ^assistano^ you will, oiit of afiectaoü 
£iF me, apply to tny intaliiahle coiuttdQapv 
my dear adopted brodier^ to whose caie 
and affection. I now bequeath youu" Sbe 
plaeed the band of Mary in that of sir 
William. 

" Thus," «aid she, emphatically^ " let me 
iunite, in the sacred bands of friendsbip» 
the two beings whom on earth I most va- 
lue. Dear William, when I am no more, 
let the faithful alfecticm wlüch you have 
eyer manifested for me be transferred to 
iiie friend who has so nobly devoted her« 
seif to my comfort ; and you, my tendeiv 
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ray beloved Mary, receiye fix)m me a bro- 
ther, who will most honourably fulfil the- 
duties of one, and who will willingly be- 
conie the guardian and protector of all 
you love best." She paused from exces- 
sive weakness. 

Sir William still held the trembling 
band of Maiyv; he kissed away the tears 
whieh feil on it. ** Precious drops!" he 
exclaimed ; " emblems of a ftiendship wor- 
thy to be recorded for its noble generosity ; 
oh, viay the fears of öur Maria prove false ! 
' May Heaven restore her to our prayers ! 
Yet may the friend she loves still aecept 
the voluntary Services of a heart devoted 
to her interest !" * He looked eamestly in 
the tearful eyes öf Mary. " I only asked 
to be allowed the privilege of a brother,** 
Said sir William ; ** I promise to address 
you as a sister ; will you acc^t of me as 
such?'^ 

Mary, though deeply affected by the Si- 
tuation of Mrs. Chudleigh,-could not with* 
hold from her early friend the wished-for 
reply. 



t - 



. ^ I am aatuied»^ nrniamied t^ 
mvaHcL 

• ^' I am lilesi; bcjroDid my faopts T ö- 
daimed «r WiUwMi, JwqpiintiTig im her 
seft baoä a tcnder ]dtt ; theii teming ito- 
wards his dear Maria, he for «onae Bsmotet 
Md her in bu ÜMfaiii« amii; aaharaed/ 
gret UBible to eoiioeBl Ahe yariouB feeüngi 
fagr whichfaewasa^tated.. Atkngdi ha 
3ifBg eompdlfid to toar ImDadf anva j ; Ma.' 
tj had ukmdto tiie «adiof Ae aoom-to 
hidia h« emotaana; fib WiBian ftofpaJl 
aa he was qinttiqg it "^ One nKuneot, 
Miss Seymour, only one momoit/' said he, 
taking her hand, and leading her into tiie 
gäBery ; ** teil me, sweet sister, may I dare 
hope that you will write to me during my 
absence, and that you wiÜ receive tiie let- 
ters of your brother ?" 

*^ As the amanuenais of cur bekwed 
Maria, you will hear from me frequenüy^ 
au* WilMom,^ replied Mary, atiU ii^eep- 
»g. 

*^ I fear," said m Wilfiam^ much i^* 



tated, and lowering his voice, *^ that you 
will too wem oea$e to fulfä tbe wifibes oT 
Maria." ^ ^ 

" Do yeu ireally think tliere i6W>hc^ P*^ 
inquired Mary, as she temed on him her 
anxious face bedewed with tears. 

" None ! I dare not deceire you ; all 
hope islostP 

Mary sunk on the couch by which she 
had been standing, and covering her face, 
no longer attempted to repress the agony 
she feit; while sir WiUiam, eqiially af- 
fected, bent over her in silent grief Mary 
at length remembered that her suffering 
friend might eveij now be in want of her 
assistance ; she rose, and attempted tö bid 
adieu to sir William, but her voice fal- 
tered ; the «ight of his distress increased 
her own. Pressing both her hands fer- 
vently in his, he conjured her to let the 
aflFecting intelligence of the event he 
dreaded come from herseif, and begged, in 
the name of a brother, that she would in- 
form him of her bwn removal and fiiture 
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